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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Don Portwood
Advent, a reminder of Christ’s coming.  Words of waiting
waiting, waiting, waiting, preparing, staying awake (maybe waking up?)

28 days, 28 years, 28 lifetimes?
Waiting is hard.  Waiting for the birth, the call, the word, the visit, the diagnosis, the prognosis.  

After 4 years of waiting, the Joint Ministry Board knew we needed to celebrate the coming closing 
the next day.  

So with wine and chocolate 
we deliberated, 

then ended the meeting with

Our  customary prayer...

“Gracious God, you have called your servants to ventures, of which we cannot see the ending....”

But, at least for this stage of the journey, we were getting a brief glimpse of an ending, 

the dealing closing on Thursday or Friday at the latest.  

(Friday we heard it would finally close on Tuesday, November 23.  And it did! It did!)

But that Wednesday night, 
our hope, 
our glimpse in the midst of waiting,

overruled the caution

and some of us got caught up 
with a celebration 
in the midst of the prayer.

Imagine that, celebrating in prayer.

We shouted different words 
in familiar places.  

Laughing and praying and releasing months of tension, waiting, waiting, waiting, preparing, staying awake.

This advent...in the midst 
of the worlds waiting, 

the preparing, the staying awake, 

may you receive from the One

a glimpse, a grace glimpse, 
a hope filled grace glimpse - 

that all will be well, all will be well and all manner of things will be well.  

Gracious God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we CAN FOR A SHORT TIME cannot see the ending, by paths TRODDEN as yet untrodden, through perils KNOWN 
unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go NEXT, but only that your hand is

leading us and your love supporting us.  Through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you.
PARTNERING WITH 1st CHRISTIAN?

November 7th Lyndale and Salem folks invited 1st Christian folks to an All Saints Day joint worship service at IA.  160 people stuffed like a thanksgiving turkey into the gallery and café space created an exciting, vibrant celebration. And discussions continue.  Lyndale folks will do a non-binding straw poll during worship on the 5th.  A couple people from 1st Christian will join us on the 12th to talk about them, while a couple people from Lyndale and Salem join with 1st Christian.

January 9th Lyndale and Salem will meet for a joint discussion, then separate congregational meetings to vote whether to invite 1st Christian into the partnership.  During this advent time, “stay awake” to the conversations.  Results of the brainstorming session from November 21st are on the last page of this newsletter.
JOIN IN THE COMMEMORATION OF DON's 30th ANNIVERSARY DEC 5th
Michael Vanderford

 

It was just after an election. First Sunday of December, 1980. Jimmy Carter was still President, but only for another month or so. "The world was about to turn" in a lot of ways.  Lyndale Congregational United Church of Christ had just called a new, very young pastor, Don Portwood, and Ronald Reagan was about to become President of the United States. Of Lyndale's current worshipers, only Betty and Nancy Schraeder and Ann Barten were members of the Lyndale Congregation that called Don.

 

A lot has changed since that first Sunday in December, 1980, when Don began his ministry with the Lyndale congregation, not the least of which is the Lyndale Congregation itself. The Congregation that called Don had turned inward and was using much of its energy trying to physically and metaphorically shore up its walls. Most of our current members would not recognize the Lyndale Church of 1980.  But a lot has changed about Lyndale UCC because of Don's remarkable ministry here. Indeed the Congregation of 1980 would likely not recognize the congregation that is our Christian community today. 

 

That Christian community thinks we are extremely fortunate to still have Don Portwood as Pastor, after 30 years of service.

 

To commemorate Pastor Don's 30th anniversary as our spiritual leader, the Stewardship Council has planned the December 5th worship service a celebration of Don’s ministry. Don's request for a 30th anniversary celebration was a Sunday where he could participate as a member of the congregation for a worship service. So on the 5th, Pastor Larry Pray, of the Congregational Life Committee, is leading worship and preaching; the women's ensemble is singing with a little Celtic flare; Elly Wagner is leading the time with children; and Fred Smith and Mary Martin are providing lots of fresh fruit for coffee-juice time.

 

Make sure to join Don in the congregation for this December 5th worship service, to help celebrate his 30 years of Christian ministry with Lyndale UCC.  

 

Appropriate to Don's ministry at Lyndale, following worship on the 5th, the Congregation is also celebrating the birth of Bethany Schneider's and Kris Maul's daughter Elle with a baby shower of children's music and songs. You are invited to join in this celebration after worship also.

SIMPSON SHELTER DATES FOR 2011

Wednesday, January 5

Thursday, February 3

Wednesday, March 2

Thursday, April 7

Wednesday, May 4

Thursday, June 2

Wednesday, July 6

Thursday, August 4

Wednesday, September 7

Thursday, October 6

Wednesday, November 2

SAVE THE DATE!
HOMELESS MEMORIAL MARCH AND SERVICE
Join us for the 26th annual Homeless Memorial March and Service on Thursday, December 16th.
5:00 pm March & Silent vigil

Hennepin County Government Center
 6:30 pm Service of Remembrance

Simpson United Methodist Church
 7:30 pm Community Meal Simpson Shelter

SIMPSON SHELTER
Robert Frame
Caution: The following is geared toward those over fifty: care should be taken if younger people intend to read it.

November 3 was an uncommon evening for the dinner volunteers at Simpson Shelter: Much frivolity was given over to a birthday. Fred Kuhnen was celebrated in advance for his upcoming fiftieth birthday. More than half of the over-fifty set among the volunteers (which turned out to be seemingly everyone except Fred ) eagerly offered him some sort of advice. 
Overwhelmingly, this focused on a certain medical procedure typically 

performed shortly after one reaches fifty years of age. No doubt Fred 

“appreciated” this “helpful”and unsolicited advice. No doubt he appreciated even more those who offered best wishes without advice. Most appreciative, though they did not realize it, were the dinner guests, who heard none of this conversation.

Kudos to Theresa for creating a marvelous impromptu birthday hat from a paper bowl, a candle, and some string. Such creativity! Everyone’s hats off to Fred, who quite graciously wore the hat, did a grand Charlie Chaplin impersonation, and even willingly posed for pictures. (Technology 

will dictate whether you are enjoying a photo in this Lyndaily or not.)

Oh, and dinner service went just fine. Thanks to Fred for bringing the beverages, Doug Malchow for bringing dessert, and to Glenn Crown, Diane and Scott Peterson, Dan Reyelts, all from Lyndale, and Jim Hellert from Salem. 
Our next service opportunities are January 5 and February 3, 2011; join us.  Joyous holiday season to all.

BABY SHOWER FOR ELLE, DECEMBER 5
Following worship and the coffee/juice time we return to the theater to celebrate the birth of Evelynn Leone Snyder Maul. We’ll have a light lunch; sing together; and share stories of babies and children. 

Instead of traditional shower gifts, Kris and Bethany have suggested gifts to the Lyndale Capital Campaign (for renovating the new ministry center) or “recycled” music CDs that your family would be willing to pass along.  Hope you all can come.
YOUNG ADULT CHRISTMAS COOKIE MAKING WITH 1st
Saturday, December 4 at 
2:00 p.m.  The Young Adults at First have invited Salem/Lyndale Young adults to make cookies for the church and the Aliveness Project's cookie exchange.  Folks should feel free to bring baking supplies as well as their favorite cookie recipes!
ADULT EDUCATION IN DECEMBER

December 5, the adult class starts with a 30 minute visioning assignment from the Visioning team, then Lawrence Tanner Richardson, who used to be Lyndale’s youth minister a few years ago, begins a 3 week series “Conversations around anti-racism”.  The Adult Class meets in the front room at The Egg and I restaurant on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m.  Please join us.

JANUARY LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Wednesday, December 22
YOUTH BOWLING ADVENTURE
Jillian Emery

Sunday, December 12th youth (bring a friend or two) are invited to leave IA around 1:30 (after the Christmas Pageant practice) for bowling at Park Tavern in St. Louis Park.  You can meet me there around 2 or ride with me from IA
Please let me know if you will be riding with me!!
$4 per game + $3 for shoe rental

Reminder, Youth Time is on Sundays from 9:15ish to 10:30...coffee, games, hang out time... I'd love to see you there :)  jemery001@luthersem.edu

DECEMBER
CALENDAR
Thursday, December 2
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship-Audrey’s.  
6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council at Mary Lewis’.

Saturday, December 4

2:00 p.m.  Young Adult Christmas Cookie Baking at 1st Church
Sunday, December 5

9:15 a.m.   C. E. for all ages.
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the theater

11:50 a.m.  Baby Shower for Elle

Tuesday, December 7

7:00 p.m.  Design Team at IA

Sunday, December 12
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages.
10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

11:30 a.m.  Sunday School pizza party and dress rehearsal for Christmas pageant in the theater

11:30 a.m.   Forum with 1st Christian folks 

1:30 p.m.  Youth Bowling Adventure at Park Tavern in St. Louis Park.

Wednesday, December 15

7:30 p.m.  Ministry Center Board meeting at IA 

Thursday, December 16
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship-

Audrey’s.
Sunday, December 19
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Joint worship in the theater with Salem, Christmas Program “The Tale of Three Trees”.

Monday, December 20

7:00 p.m.  Visioning  Team at Ann Barten’s.

Wednesday, December 22
January LYNDAILY deadline
Friday, December 24

4:00 p.m.  Salem’s Christmas Eve service

10:00 p.m.  Lyndale’s Christmas Eve service

Sunday, December 26
9:15 a.m.  NO C. E. 

10:30 a.m. Worship in theater

OVERFLOW PARKING

We received an invitation from TruStone Financial, across Lyndale Ave. that we can use their parking lot on Sundays.
DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
12/1
Darla Baker 

12/4
April Conlee

12/6
Jon Schouvieller

12/12
Joe Bunce

12/17
Don Portwood

12/18
Les Schraeder

12/20
Lynn Pierskalla

12/29
Claude Meyerhoff

12/31
Ron Rooney

12/31
Scott Peterson
REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
By Elly Wagner

Long awaited rejoicing and celebrating that we finally have a new home! And isn’t it fitting that it came just a few days before the beginning of Advent! Of course there are still many challenges that lie along the journey, but for now we can breathe a sigh of relief and envision a beautiful transformed building that will free up our collective energy and create new opportunities to live out our mission of embodying and extending God’s welcome, healing, justice, and love.
 
We have lots of performances to enjoy and celebrate. The Northern Lights Chorale concerts were even more outstanding than usual, with Mary Lewis singing and Mindy Eschedor singing and playing piano. Mindy Eschedor also played piano for a staged reading of "Deal Dammit: The Musical" on October 10, a fun production at the Music Box Theater. And if you haven’t heard, Mindy is playing in the production of "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" at the Ordway in December. It’s not too late to get tickets–ask Mindy about getting half price tickets–you need to do it by December 6th and use the promocode COATCREW.
 
Congratulations to Emily Miller, who performed with the Twin Cities Girls Chorus in their 4th Annual Fall Concert on November 14th. They do an excellent job. The group will also be performing with the Minnesota Orchestra in their production of "A Scandinavian Christmas." Talk to Emily or her mom Rebecca for more details on that performance.

Both Janet Skidmore and Vickijoan Keck performed in Tellabration! 2010 Festival of Stories, and Vicki also was a featured performer at the Wild Yam Cabaret on October 23rd. Janet also performed at Patrick’s Cabaret on November 19th and 20th, excerpts from "The Ballad of Tamlin," a traditional Scottish ballad which inspires us to hold onto our dreams, no matter what! Vicki and her friend Larry are producing "Chestnuts Roasting on and Open Pyre on December 10th and 11th at Cheap Theatre in the Black Forest Inn–Check with Vicki for more details. Good going, Janet and Vicki!
 
We rejoice with Mary Vanderford that she got a chance of a lifetime to go to the Rio Grande Birding Festival in Texas during November, learning how to "bird by ear" from the pros. She’s looking forward to birdwatching with other Lyndale members this coming spring, and we look forward to it also.
 
We are pleased that Jim Smith is making progress in his recovery from surgery for glaucoma and cataracts on June 3rd. His eyesight has been preserved, but recovery has been slow. It was great that he could see when he woke up from surgery, but he is still dealing with diminished sight and mobility. We miss his presence at Lyndale and will keep him and Roseann in our prayers that his recovery may continue and his sight improve.
 
We rejoice with Larry Pray to learn that his father is walking again and send him prayers for continuing recovery. We also hold Larry’s twins in our prayers as they deal with continuing medical problems.
 
We ask for prayers for Fred Smith’s brother Doug who was just diagnosed with prostate cancer. Doug lives in California and is in the process of looking at treatment options. We include Fred and Mary and their family in our prayers also, as they deal with this family crisis.
 
Vicki Keck’s brother in law, Jack Bostrom has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and has been told he has 4 to 6 months to live. Vicki’s sister, Barbara, has been very devoted to him. Jack is her second husband, and she faces being widowed a second time at this point. We send our prayers to their family in California also, and to Vicki at this difficult time.
 
We grieve with Rebecca Voelkel at the death of her dear sister-friend Amy, who struggled with Multiple Sclerosis and severe pain for a long, long time. Amy Van Meter was an amazing person, and I’ve put more information about her journey and Rebecca’s part in it separately. It has 
Been our honor to participate in this journey from afar, as Rebecca has shared with us and included us as we sang "What Wondrous Love is This" for Amy.
 
We were saddened to learn of the death of Glenn Crown’s uncle Verne Smith in Wilmot, South Dakota, on November 14th. Verne was 92 years old, a long time farmer who had been in a nursing home the past 5 years. Glenn was out there to help plan the funeral. We welcome Glenn back and continue to keep him and his family in our prayers.
 
Because I didn’t get a Rejoice and Celebrate column done last month, I’m late in mentioning the death of Audrey Fetzer, but I want to lift up her life as a longtime special member of Lyndale Church. She was a major cook at Lyndale, especially when we sold food during our many rummage sales, and we appreciate her feeding us and so many others throughout her 90 years.
 
It’s great to hear of the activities for youth and young adults that are happening under the direction of Jillian Emery, our new part time Youth and Young Adult Minister who is serving Lyndale and Salem. Jillian is part of the Children, Youth and Family Program at Luther Seminary and has a particular passion for sustainability and outdoor ministries. We appreciate the new energy she is bringing to our congregations.
Finally, speaking of outdoor ministries, Michael Vanderford not only got to celebrate our closing the week of November 23rd, but one in the Duluth Harbor with his work with US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Here’s part of a letter sent out in gratitude by a colleague, “Among the many things to be thankful for this Thanksgiving, high on my list is the recent conservation of Clough Island described in today's (November 24) Mpls Star Tribune article, below, and found on-line at: http://www.startribune.com/local/110383744.html?elr=KArksLckD8EQDUoaEyqyP4O:DW3ckUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUac8HEaDiaMDCinchO7DUs

The significance of this conservation acquisition cannot be overstated. Clough Island is the jewel of the St. Louis River, providing unparalleled habitat, recreational, and aesthetic benefits for the public. Its acquisition for ecological conservation and restoration has been a long-standing goal of the local conservation community, and a centerpiece of the "Lower St. Louis River Habitat Plan" - a locally-developed blueprint guiding conservation actions in the estuary. The past several years have been especially tense as the (now former) landowner tried to promote intensive golf course and condo/hotel development on the island.

Of the many conservation heroes responsible for this success, I'd like to note and thank 3 in particular: 
- Michael Vanderford (R3 Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration Program) - Michael initiated, guided, and supported the National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant (NCWCG) Program process which resulted in the availability of $1 million of USFWS funds referenced….

Thanks to Michael, ……., this is a particularly significant Thanksgiving. Enjoy Clough Island and all it provides, and be ever thankful that future generations will now be able to enjoy it as well.  Happy Thanksgiving!”

Way to go Michael, two closings in one week!

Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
IN MEMORIAM–AMY VAN METER
Rebecca Voelkel


I'm so grateful for the opportunity to write something about Amy. It is really hard to do that.... But one thing I want to convey is how the experience was one that both shook and sustained my faith. I will never quite understand, I don't think, WHY Amy suffered so much-- she was in pain (a level 9) for 5 years; they simply could not give her any relief because her pain was neuropathic and narcotics didn't really touch it; it took her 33 days to die of starvation-- California doesn't have any assisted suicide laws; she didn't want to die but she couldn't go on living in the amount of pain she was in... At the same time, I've never been a part of the depth and breadth of love, of compassion, of faithfulness as this experience provided. Countless people came and read to Amy (she had lost most of her sight to MS); people massaged and touched and kissed and held her; people prayed and sang; people sat with Will, her husband; and literally hundreds and thousands kept vigil around the country-- including Lyndale with me. It may not seem as if you did anything, but the fact that you prayed for me and with me literally upheld and sustained me-- and I won't soon forget it. Thank you.
 
In an article by the mayor of Santa Barbara, Roane Akchurin and Amy’s former boss at UCSB Helene Schneider, Amy was described as a "friend, wife, social activist, mediator, writer, and Independent Local Hero...Amy always looked to the good in the world, even in the midst of pain and conflict...She was outspoken not only on creating better access for people with disabilities and finding a cure for MS; she also fought for positive social change and against discrimination and injustice as a co-chair for the Fund for Santa Barbara’s Grant-Making Committee."
 
There is a documentary being made about Amy. If you want to see clips of it, you can go to http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1019490571#!/video/video.php?v=453439778551 and http//www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1019490571#!video/video.php?v=491659933551
 
Amy inspired all who knew her. Rebecca quoted her in the reflections at the memorial service from an experience when Amy was going kayaking with her husband despite her inability to walk or swim, "You know Reb, I just had to choose courage over fear. And somehow, by embracing my vulnerability and allowing others to hold and help me, I was strong enough." We can all take Amy’s words to heart in our own lives as we remember this very special person.
CE/SS COMMITTEE DECEMBER UPDATE

Kathy Hayden SS/CE committee 
Co-chair
 
Thanks to all who donated to UNICEF. The children were excited as they fantasized about what they could do with the money and hoped for a hand pump to provide clean safe water to an entire community. They collected $284.63.
 

Beginning in late November, our kids began preparing for the Christmas program based on the folk tale, The Tale of Three Trees. Thanks to Sandy Block for scripting this tale and to Sheena Dean for directing our program. Thanks to all the adult volunteers Allen Henden, Vicki Keck, Emily Chesley, Jillian Emery, Javier Padron, Michael Vanderford and Janet Skidmore for working and playing with our children as they express their creative selves. 
On December 12th, there will be a special after-church pizza lunch and program practice. The Christmas program is during worship on December 19. Thank you to Larry Prey for organizing our special holiday coffee and juice celebration. 
 

We are invited to Christmas Carol on Dec. 5 around noon with Salem. It is a great inter-generational activity as they visit some of Salem's homebound members. Sign up at church. 
 

No Sunday School on Sunday December 26 or January 2. 
 

Mark you calendar: Polar Bear Picnic, 12-4pm, January 29th at Lowry Nature Center. More information to come in the bulletins and posters. 
 

In January and February, our children will be focusing on the end of malaria by learning more about the use of mosquito nets and a campaign called Nothing But Nets. Watch for details about this global movement to diminish deaths due to Malaria. 
 
The children are reading and studying the stories of Joseph and Pharaoh and Jesus is Born into January. In the story of Joseph and Pharaoh the children hear about Pharaoh's dreams and Joseph's misfortune. They learn about sharing what God provides to us which seems fitting during this time of pledging. We encourage family and friends to share food with those less fortunate. Also during holiday times children and adults seem to dream more. You remember the sugar plums etc. Will we listen to our dreams and hearts as Joseph does? 

 
EXCERPTS FROM DON’S SERMON FOLLOWING THE GROUNDBREAKING

There was a pretty significant groundbreaking two days ago and if all had gone according to plan, we would be celebrating the closing of the deal with Brighton and Salem that we’ve been looking forward to for 4 years.

So that’s what I decided to preach a short meditation about.  Except as you heard, the closing is happening Tuesday, rather than last Wed. or Thursday, like we all thought.  Or Friday, like we heard on Thursday.  It has to do with the Title Company.,…and we’ve been assured it will all be worked out by Tuesday.

So like the Thanksgiving letter that had some premature celebrating (when I wrote it Wed. we thought it would close on Thur. and when we mailed it Friday morning, we were sure it had closed that morning, before the Groundbreaking.  The sermon is a little premature, a short closing meditation….which takes place on Reign of Christ Sunday.

But let’s jump to Tuesday afternoon, 4pm and assume you all just got an email that the deal has closed.  Really. Closed. How do you feel?  Relief, any cheering…..like we did at the Groundbreaking, I mean we’re not going to be together on Tuesday afternoon…so let’s have some pre-mature cheering for what we know is coming.

We celebrated at the Ministry Board Meeting on Wednesday night with wine and chocolate.  The bonds had sold on Tuesday, barely…if you remember, the market went down 170- points, which should mean the bond market would go up…but people were selling there too, so interest rates for Brighton were going up, which almost crashed the whole deal.  Things settled down, and at 4pm the bonds sold, which meant the deal would go through.

Wednesday, Jen and I met at Brighton to help plan Friday’s groundbreaking.  Peggy Lucas told us they would be changing the name of the affordable housing project from Lyndale Green to The Greenleaf, in honor of John Greenleaf Whittier, for whom the Whittier neighborhood is named.  She had some information about him.  He was born Dec 17th , 1807, my birthday too.  And he had a beard like Moderater, Michael Vanderford.
How many of you have heard part of this poem?
Blessings on thee, little man, Barefoot boy, with cheek of tan! That’s was a popular Greenleaf Whittier poem.  Joe mentioned he heard the phrase, “barefoot boy with cheek of tan” on the Rocky and Bullwinkle show.

What I found more moving and important was that he was an Abolishionist. He got his start writing for abolition papers against slavery.  I’m thinking today he would be a blogger…writing for gay marriage.  Here’s a poem he wrote in 1843, entitled The Christian Slave.  I’m not sure if he, or someone else wrote this introduction. 

In a publication of L. F. Tasistro--Random Shots and Southern Breezes-- is a description of a slave auction at New Orleans, at which the auctioneer recommended the woman on the stand as "A GOOD CHRISTIAN!" It was not uncommon to see advertisements of slaves for sale, in which they were described as pious or as members of the church. In one advertisement a slave was noted as "a Baptist preacher."
A CHRISTIAN! going, gone!
Who bids for God's own image? 
for his grace,
Which that poor victim of the market-place
Hath in her suffering won?

My God! can such things be?
Hast Thou not said that whatsoe'er is done Unto Thy weakest and Thy humblest one
Is even done to Thee?

In that sad victim, then,
Child of Thy pitying love, 
I see Thee stand;
Once more the jest-word of a mocking band,
Bound, sold, and scourged again!

A Christian up for sale!
Wet with her blood your whips, o'ertask her frame,
Make her life loathsome with your wrong and shame,
Her patience shall not fail!

A heathen hand might deal
Back on your heads the gathered wrong of years:
But her low, broken prayer and nightly tears,
Ye neither heed nor feel.

Con well thy lesson o'er,
Thou prudent teacher, 
tell the toiling slave
No dangerous tale of Him who came to save
The outcast and the poor.

But wisely shut the ray
Of God's free Gospel from her simple heart,
And to her darkened mind alone impart One stern command, Obey!
So shalt thou deftly raise
The market price of human flesh; and while On thee, 
their pampered guest, 
the planters smile,
Thy church shall praise.

Grave, reverend men shall tell
From Northern pulpits how thy work was blest,
While in that vile South Sodom first and best, Thy poor disciples sell.

Oh, shame! the Moslem thrall,
Who, with his master, to the Prophet kneels,
While turning to the sacred Kebla feels His fetters break and fall.

Cheers for the turbaned Bey
Of robber-peopled Tunis! 
he hath torn
The dark slave-dungeons open, and hath borne
Their inmates into day:

But our poor slave in vain
Turns to the Christian shrine his aching eyes;
Its rites will only swell his market price,
And rivet on his chain.

God of all right! how long
Shall priestly robbers 
at Thine altar stand,
Lifting in prayer to Thee, 
the bloody hand
And haughty brow of wrong?
John Greenleaf Whittier.  This faithful Quaker brother, an outspoken poet for God’s justice.
There must have been around 100 people at the ground breaking.  Mayor R.T. Rybak spoke, Counclmember  Robert Lilligren and the head of the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency and US Bank.  It was very fun and exciting.  People recognized what a big deal this was, two churches partnering together with a develop to add more affordable housing to the city and help two congregations live more sustainably on this earth.  

Following the public groundbreaking, Michael Vanderford, like he did when we moved from 31st & Aldrich to Intermedia Arts, carried the Jesus puppet to lead the people to the front door.  After donut holes and coffee, Jen thanked the people who made this happen: Brighton Development, Peggy and Mark Lucas and their whole team, Councilmember Robert Lilligren, Architects Kim Breitheim and Andy Matson from LHB and Mayor Rybak.  They were all given a framed picture of what the Salem Lyndale Ministry Center will look like with a note thanking them for their part in the miracle on 28th St.  I used holy water from Intermedia Arts to bless the wall that I thought was coming down.  (Found out afterwards, wrong wall. Ooops.)  But it was water of renovation, restoration and renewal so I also sprinkled it freely on the gathered, especially those Lyndale Salem people who have been working so tirelessly to make this happen.
We’ve experienced lots of miracles on this journey.  We’ll need more, for  we don’t know what the future brings.  But we’ve come this far by faith.  Let us carry on with the radical love of Jesus Christ…and the unrelenting grace of God.
RESULTS OF 3rd PARTNER BRAINSTORMING SESSION
On November 21st, following worship and having already slipped through ice covered sidewalks and parking lots to make it, 20 Lyndale people stayed for a brainstorming session led by moderator Michael Vanderford around the question of adding 1st Christian Church to our partnership with Salem.

What follows is the draft of a proposal we’ll be voting on in January and feedback from the group.

I. Proposal:
Lyndale United Church of Christ invites First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to join our current partnership with Salem English Lutheran Church.
For purposes of clear communication and mutual understanding, we affirm that
the primary principles of this partnership include:

1. This is not a merger but a partnership; each congregation retains their own worship life, organizational identity, etc.
2. Each partner contributes an equal amount to the development of the
ministry center.
3. Each partner has an equitable ownership stake in the property; one-half if two partners, one-third if three partners.
4. Decision-making for the joint operations of the Ministry Center is by the Ministry Board to which each partner names four members; any action by this Board requires a majority vote of each partner's representatives; some Board
recommended actions of sufficient significance require the vote of each
partner's congregation.
5. Operating expenses will be shared equitably among the partners.
* Not yet set as a principle: whether there would be two or three  sanctuaries with rotation use.
* We may decide to have two sanctuaries and be flexible on the schedules for worship.
 II. Why Consider a 3rd Partner
 A/ Sustainability
· environmental
· financial
- 3rd partner vis-à-vis renting the theatre space
      - both churches:  expenses still exceed income from pledges/offerings
B/ Stronger Ministry to the Community
 III. Strength/Weakness/Opportunity/Threat  Analysis of the Proposal
 A/ Strength
1/ (11 dots) more people for Sunday school, for programs, for social justice 

2/ (10 dots) this will make the Ministry Center more financially stable

3/ (5 dots) we don’t have to be landlords, keeping the rental space full

4/ (5 dots) this makes us more impressive. Unique to have 3 different denominations sharing a single building.

5/ (2 dots) a greater concentration of energy to be voice of justice in the neighborhood

6/ (1 dot) less $ constraints, will be more free to put energy into our ministry in the world

7/ (1 dot) more activities, more numbers, growth, more activities, more numbers, growth

8/ 3 is more than 2, more $, more people, more interest

9/ 3 congregations, 3 energies, 1 spirit to serve & minister in the neighborhood (Minister, Minister, Minister)

10/ We would have more money to pursue ministry & to be more energy efficient

11/ Sharing costs three ways

12/ Sharing expenses, less financial stress

13/ Money

14/ Money

15/ $ Olkumene

 B/ Weakness
1/ (8 dots) this will make for difficult decision making, difficult management 

2/ (1 dot) will be difficult to differentiate between missions of the three churches

3/ too many joint services, don’t like the patriarchal language 

4/ even with three churches we’ll probably still need to be renting space

5/ not space for three groups of choirs & musicians to warm up before services

6/ too crowded

7/ I want a spot to settle

8/ Can we balance theology of three churches with one Sunday school & one Christmas pageant?

9/ Sunday school & child-care have limited space for stuff and children. Children need sense of home – this is their room

10/ We keep saying that we at Lyndale want to grow. Are we leaving that as a possibility?

11/ Are long-term commitments in place?

12/ overwhelming numbers

 C/ Opportunity
1/ (8 dots) able to practice radical love & social justice in relationship with more people

2/ (7 dots) strong community ministry derived from diverse ecumenical partnership

3/ (7 dots) larger and more exciting Sunday school for adults and children

4/ (3 dots) cooperation will have to be more intentional

- youth group

- social justice & service

- study groups

- new worship 

5/ (2 dots) We may learn some unexpected things from new partners

6/ (1 dot) we can do more on the present building if we have 3rd partner.

7/ potential to share resources, people, energy – example: add more teachers, resource people.

8/ 1st C folks are strong on hospitality & service; great cooks; good for Families Moving Forward.

9/ Win-Win all around

10/ joint music

11/ new community of interested parties will be brought in. Who knows what this will mean? Involving a different denomination with different political structure

12/ People come for them, visit with us?

13/ more people to visit with

14/ diversity

15/ potential to share resources, people and energy – example: add more teachers, resource people..

D/ Threat
1/ (4 dots) not enough parking space

2/ (2 dots) if we combined SS program we will lose Lyndale & UCC teachings, beliefs, & practices. 

3/ (2 dots) chaos

4/ (1 dot) does seeking sustainability preclude growth?

5/ what if one church decides to pull out?

6/ If we depend on three churches for $ stability, if someone pulls out of the partnership, it puts the other two at risk

7/ feeling cramped: will that impact our growth 

8/ we might have too much fun

9/ does sustainability take place of growth?

10/ 1st Christian & Lyndale too much alike?

11/ will leadership be balanced between three different parties and be effective?

12/ We will be so famous we will attract so many people, we will outgrow the building. 

FRIENDS FOR A NONVIOLENT WORLD CRAFT SALE

 

You're invited to the Friends for a Non-Violent World craft sale on December 3rd and 4th.  Elly Wagner will have her note cards, catnip toys, cookbooks and affirmation books there, and it is a really fun celebration that supports the organization's peace efforts.  It runs from 4 to 9 on Friday and 9 to 4 on Saturday at 44th St. and York Ave. South (4401 York Ave. South).  It's a wonderful celebration, with food, live music, crafts, new and used books, 2 beautiful quilts being auctioned off, a photo booth, gift wrapping, and a children's store and craftmaking area to help children with holiday gifts.  Hope you can make it!
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