The LYNDAILY

A newsletter about the daily life and ministry of Lyndale UCC

SEPTEMBER  2010
_______________________________

Lyndale United Church 

of Christ
2822 Lyndale Ave. S

Minneapolis, MN 55408

Christian Ed.

    9:15 a.m.

Worship:                           10:30 a.m.

Phone:                       (612) 825-3019

E-mail:           lyndaleucc@juno.com
Website:             www.lyndaleucc.org
PASTOR’S COLUMN
Don Portwood

Beginning Our Last Year at Intermedia Arts

Been away for much of the summer? Or even longer?  September is a great month to find your way back to Lyndale UCC.  New things are happening.  “The development seems to be happening”, he said confidently and cautiously in the same sentence.  (I’ve had it drilled into me, “It doesn’t close till it closes.”, but all things look good...  see below.)  If we get too many people in the gallery regularly, we’ll ask to use the theater exclusively.  There’s new life happening in every corner of every team, from visioning to CE, social justice to design and ministry center board and it’s running across the floor from the communion table, to the congregation and out for the leaves of the trees and the healing of the earth and the nations. (From a spontaneous Aug 22nd benediction by Larry Pray as an overwatered flower pot from the grief ritual leaked water.  We need your presence, your gifts, your stories and dreams.  I’m guessing you need us too: a community of hope and restoration, playfulness and prayfulness, laughter and tears, action and reflection.  Been away for much of the summer?  Or even longer?  Admit it, you’re not going to get less busy.  Or find the time.

September is a great month to find your way back to Lyndale UCC.  We’ll be glad you did.  You’ll be glad you did.   I mean how often will you get to worship at Intermedia Arts.  It looks like, just one more year.   Here’s why.  
The Congregation voted unanimously at an emergency congregational meeting on August 22 the following motion: Lyndale United Church of Christ commits its intent and resources per the "Salem Lyndale Ministry Covenant" to equal partnering in the development, operation, and maintenance of a renovated Ministry Center at West 28th Street and Garfield Avenue South, Minneapolis. The financial resources committed are $1.4 million, derived from the sale of our former building, from proceeds of a pending capital development campaign, and possibly from bridge-loans needed to cover time gaps between billings and pledges to the capital campaign.

That decision begins officially the redevelopment dream of a restored old sanctuary for a ministry center for Lyndale and Salem Churches.  (We continue in discussion with 1st  Christian Church, but they may not decide until the first of the year.)

With a signed contract on August 23rd, the asbestos abatement company applies to the city for a permit to begin abatement.  Approximately 10 days later they begin.  Hopefully, at some point in September, Watson-Forsberg can begin shoring up the north wall and one of the south towers so that at closing sometime in late September or early October, demolition on the newer part of the building can begin.  The bank has Brighton Development on a very tight schedule for building the affordable housing. If all goes as planned, Lyndale and Salem Churches could occupy the building by September of next year.  So stay tuned, as the ducks continue to line up.
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OVERFLOW PARKING

We received an invitation from Trustone Financial, across Lyndale Avenue from IA,  that if we need to use their parking lot on Sundays it is available; as long as everyone is out by Monday morning.    

COMING TO THE EDGE OF CANAAN: THERE ARE “GIANTS” IN THE LAND
By Michael Vanderford

Friday late afternoon, August 20th. I get a call from the Board’s owners representative Paul Livdahl. We can’t wait till September 5th to sign a contract with the asbestos abatement contractor. The MN Pollution Control Agency requires a signed contract with  in order to apply for a permit, which will take two weeks for the State agency to process and approve, and for which there is a $1,300 application fee. 

So what? What’s the rush? What difference does two weeks make in our schedule of renovation work? If we’re just working to get a little lead time before winter sets in?

By now you likely know that the Stewardship Council, via a round of phone calls on Saturday, August 21st, called an emergency Congregational meeting for the next day, Sunday, August 22nd, to vote on a motion explicitly committing Lyndale UCC to the partnership Ministry Center project with Salem. Don put out an e-mail blast to announce it. Of course the worship service bulletin for August 22nd included a call for a Congregational meeting two weeks later for this same purpose.


The Congregational meeting did happen. The motion to commit to the project passed unanimously. The meeting was done in 10 minutes. We had an action and document that our lawyer advised that we had overlooked previously, and were absolutely necessary for us to sign contracts for Ministry Center renovation work. 

But that only gets us back to the question of why it was really critical that we sign an asbestos abatement contract on Monday, August 23rd. I’ll try to make this long story short.

We are coming to the edge of Canaan Land, and there are now many necessary actions coming together if we are to be able to cross over the border and actually begin the work of renovating the Ministry Center. 

This September (2010) is a critical time for the plan to sell much of the Salem lot at 28th and Lyndale to Brighton Corporation, and for the start of the Salem-Lyndale partnership project to renovate the Ministry. Brighton has informed us that their major financial backer (U.S. Bank) has made it clear that we will only have one shot at closing this fall, and that all of the wagons, livestock, people, and passports (paperwork) need to be in line, and in order, by closing day for the closing to happen. A new part of the “in order” however, is that Brighton apparently needs to be ready to start on their project’s demolition work the day after closing for the Bank to consider them ready for closing. So what does that have to do with our asbestos abatement permit timing, and our need for an emergency Congregational meeting on August 22nd? As part of the chain of events for Brighton to be ready for demolition, the asbestos abatement needs to be complete, and the north wall needs to be stabilized by the closing date. (Vibrations from Brighton’s demolition stirring up the asbestos in our Ministry Center, and putting our north wall at risk.) Oh!? And of course, as of the time of this article, the City of Minneapolis still has not voted on the necessary Tax Increment Financing (TIF) provision for Brighton’s part of the project? New deadlines we didn’t know existed a week ago. Giants in the Land that none of our scouts had seen.

Maybe it is enough to say that the Salem and Lyndale leadership boards and committees, our lawyers, and our owners’ representative, Paul Livdahl, are all moving at high speeds to get a lot of preparation work completed, for a closing date that we still don’t know, but are hoping for in October. If you would like weekly updates about who’s wagon needs to be where, and which livestock still needs to be gathered, let us know. But you’d actually have to commit to sitting and listening each week of the next few months for 20 to 30 minutes after worship service. That many things are happening that quickly. (Or you could join in Salem’s regular Congregational briefings in the cafe space before 10:30 worship service.)

And this is just about preparing for our hoped for closing! There are several other parts of the preparation for crossing into the Land of Canaan upon which the Lyndale Council and the Salem-Lyndale Ministry Center Board are working. Keep watch.

JOIN A SING-IN OF CELEBRATION AND SUPPORT!
Jeanine Dorfman and Teri Homan are expecting their second child...!

Instead of a traditional baby shower, let's gather to surround and  

support them with our musical energy of heart!

Sunday, September 19th 3-5ish  Open House, everyone's invited: come  as you can, go as you please!

at Kayla Collins' home (1 West Lake Street #320)Bring your voices, and a CD to pass on, of favorite music you think  children ought to be exposed to!(anything from lullabyes to your favorite country western tunes!)

We'll have some food, some hymn books, and some music leaders, too!

Questions?  Call Kayla, 612.821.8537.

A HEALING WORD

By Larry Pray

(Larry Pray has a blog called Praytell at larrypray.com.  Larry thinks and writes so poetically, beautifully. I asked him if we could use his August 7th entry in our September Lyndaily.  He graciously said yes.  Enjoy.  dbp

p.s.   He also paints.

Saturday, August 7, 2010



Waters in Black and White

Minneapolis, Minnesota
It was a hard sermon.  Had to be.  Talk about money always is.  “Fool,”
Jesus said to the man whose aim was to build up his estate.  “Today your life will be taken.  Where your heart is, there your treasure is as well.”  We wonder, are we greedy?  Perhaps we aren’t, but our times certainly look that way.  How could 2 percent of the people own 98 percent of the nation’s wealth?  Why are the wages of CEOs so far removed from those of their employees?  What is the human cost of a pair of jeans or an Apple computer made in the modern version of a slave labor plant in which suicide is not uncommon?  Too high.

It was a hard sermon.

Books written about the hard sayings of Jesus are not best sellers. They require something out of us we may not want to give.  If you ask a person people making $20,000 how much they need to feel safe, they’ll say, “If I had $30, I’d be okay.”  But then ask someone making $30,000 what they need, and the answer might be, “You know, $50,000 would let me do what I’d really like to do, and feel safe.”  And so on.  The person making $100,000 is quite sure that he needs $150,000″ to feel secure.  It never ends.  Such is the subtle power of greed and a culture of more.

When Jesus says, “Enough!” we know it is going to be a hard teaching for both us and our times.  It makes for hard sermons.  Has to.  Should.  Does.  Those with little feel a sense of shame.  What are we to do when it takes a quarter million dollars to refurbish our church?  Preach about money and you can’t help but touch on voices of greed, shame, and fear.  If we do not save?  What then?  The nursing home does not care what my parents believe.  It wants to be paid.

Hard sermon.

Had to be.

Should have been.

But something happens in our church on the first Sunday of each month.  In its own way it was just as hard to fathom.  Communion Sunday.  Such a simple thing.  A table.  A loaf of bread.  A cup of wine.  A candle on the table.  Flowers on the table.  A prayer.  A preparation.  “All is ready, the feast of God for the people of God.”  Music filters through the air.  The 30 or so of us that are there on an August morning, move forward.  The line effortlessly forms like quiet still waters that know where they must go, and take their time getting there.  There are no tests.  Have you placed your heart in the wrong place?  Are you part of the two percent?  Have your heard?  Are you one kind of “ist” or another?  Do you realize the cost of this remembrance?  Do you realize your calling?  No.  None of this.  There are no tests. Instead, beauty.  “The body of Christ, broken for you.”  “Thank you.”  “The cup of blessing, poured for you.”  Thank you.  The music thins out.  We leave the stream and rejoin the pool of congregation, somehow forgiven, loved, and blessed.  Such is the image of grace.

We leave.

Hard headlines do their best to frame the week.  But in the end, this tiny piece of bread so extravagantly given renews trust, hope, and perhaps even courage to take the head teachings to heart.

DEAD SEA SCROLLS AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM

Are you interested in seeing the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at the Science Museum of Minnesota?  Friends of Salem, Lyndale UCC, and First Congregational will go as a group on Sunday, October 17th, for a 3pm ticket time.  Group discounts enjoy $6 off adult tickets. 
  

If you’d like to participate, sign up at church.  You’ll need to choose between two ticket options:  

The Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit + Museum Admission + Omni-theater (discounted adult price is $28; discounted child (4-12) or senior (60+) price is $24) 

The Dead Sea Scrolls + Museum Admission (discounted adult price is $22; discounted child (4-12) or senior (60+) price is $18)
Note:  Museum members can see the Dead Sea scroll exhibit for $12 for adults and $10 for children and seniors. The omni-theater show is Arabia - to learn more about this 45 minute long show, visit http://www.smm.org/arabia/.  Please sign up now for this group offer, realizing that this commits you to pay for your ticket at a later date.  
SIMPSON SHELTER
Robert Frame
Refining as we go: More guests, more food

Service for men and women guests at Simpson Housing Service's homeless shelter on Thursday, August 5 when grandly. (I never get tired of being able to repeat that. Because, think of what the alternative would be - oy!)

This was our second month serving men and women guests along with staff and volunteers for both groups, plus any returning formerly-homeless folks, who are always welcome to come share a meal. You can see why it remains an ongoing project to refine how much food to prepare. August was a great experience: we came very close to "empty" on everything but actually ran out of nothing. (I remind myself, frequently, of what former meal coordinator for SHS Barbara Glaser said: "Everyone needs to eat dinner; they don't have to be stuffed.")

As you may recall if you follow the running report on combining the shelters, dinner service time was moved up from 7:30 to 7:00. For a group like Lyndale, which makes all but the dessert on site, this was a gulp-inducing change. Last month, we shaved a few minutes off prep time. 

Theresa thought if she and one other person arrived at 5:30 to get meat cooking and carrots being chopped, we could serve at 7 p.m. Dan and Donna Limback Reyelts volunteered and showed up earlier, and they brought their daughter Jean (thanks!). Plus, Theresa arrived at 4:30 - such dedication! Result: we served dinner at 7. A quiet accomplishment behind the scenes for us.

Thanks to everyone who made it happen. Besides Theresa, Dan, Donna, and Jean, those who arrived at 6 p.m. would be Glenn Crown, Sarah Hanna (brought beverages), Kathy Hayden (slipping in one last Lyndale-related bit of service that week before she hit the road at 2 a.m. for a vacation road trip - more dedication), BethAnne Nelson, Scott Peterson, and Larry Pray.

Further update on the combined service: Theresa has bought and transported all groceries except the beverages and dessert for, literally, years at this point. As the numbers have increased, she would appreciate getting a little more help with the shopping now. We have already identified the rolls as something we will be asking a volunteer to bring; before September we will see how else to make this work for her (and the shelter guests). Personally, I say "thank you, thank you, thank you" to Theresa for that task for so many months.

You, too, can share in these responsibilities and accomplishments: 

Lyndale's service dates for the rest of 2010 are:

Wed September  1

Thurs. October 7 
Wed. November 3 (our post-election-day roundup). 
Respond to the call for volunteers each month - don't miss your chance! And if you are all scheduled up for 2010, don't fear: just last week we confirmed January to November service dates for 2011.

SIMPSON SHELTER DATES FOR 2011

Wednesday, January 5

Thursday, February 3

Wednesday, March 2

Thursday, April 7

Wednesday, May 4

Thursday, June 2

Wednesday, July 6

Thursday, August 4

Wednesday, September 7

Thursday, October 6

Wednesday, November 2

BETHANNE NELSON IN VICTORIA REINCARNATED

Hey, it's BethAnne here.  Just wanted to pass on information about a play/staged reading I will be in, coming up in September.  


Polly Mann cordially invites you to enjoy a staged reading of her original drama “Victoria Reincarnated” Featuring: Sara Olson as Victoria Woodhull; BethAnne Nelson as Victoria’s sister, Tennesee; Susu Jeffrey as Victoria’s mother, Roxanna.  

Directed by Ed Felien it will be at the Minneapolis Theatre Garage

711 W. Franklin Ave. (corner Lyndale & Franklin) 6:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 12, 2010
Donation: cash or check (payable to “Polly Mann”) in the amount that appeals to you to offset legal expenses incurred by Three Appealing Women: Sarah Martin,

Sue Ann Martinson, Lucia Wilkes Smith 
Questions? 612-871-2229 or luciaws@usiwireless.com 

CE/SS COMMITTEE SEPT UPDATE

by Kathy Hayden

 

Sunday School 2010/11:

There is a loving exciting energy surrounding our Sunday school program this year. We have had more individuals coming forward and expressing interest in exploring, discovering, sharing and continuing their spiritual journeys with our children. Our theme this year is "living as family". It is amazing to witness the opening and growing of our faith community family. 

 

Our teachers this year will be Betty Schraeder and Kathy Hayden for 3-5 year olds in Conf Room, Sandy Block and Antone Melton-Meaux for 6-7 year olds in Media Lab Room, and Vicki Keck, Kathy Sievwright, and Mary Vanderford for 8-12 year olds in Aldrich Conf Room. We will continue to use the Sparks Bibles and the rotational model.

 

Rally Sunday will be Sept 12 with a joint worship service celebrating our children. We will have a picnic celebration. We ask you to bring a meat/vegetable to grill and dish to share. We encourage families and friends to bring your own plates and silverware to save on waste products. We will have Rally Sunday volunteer opportunities listed on a poster.

Other dates to remember are: 

Oct 3 Apple Picking @ Deardorff Orchards after service. Bring your own picnic lunch.

Oct 31 We encourage the children to wear Halloween dress and collect for UNCEF during coffee and juice time.

Dec 5th Salem Christmas Caroling.
Dec 12th Christmas pageant practice and pizza party after worship service. This is a good time for parents to Christmas shop without children. Possible a Christmas cookie bake sale for the children to raise money for malaria nets.

Dec 19th Christmas Pageant. Please bring Christmas cookies, bars, and treats to share.

NO SS Dec 26, Jan 2, and Jan 30
Jan will be the Polar Bear Picnic.

Date to be determined yet for Feed My Starving Children in Feb or March.

NO SS April 24.

May 22 will be the End of SS Picnic Celebration. 

 

The Biblical family trees we will explore are the following:

1. Abraham and Sarah: Sept 19 and 26, Oct 3 and 10 

2. Isaac and Rebekah: Oct 17, 24, 31 and Nov 7 

3. Joseph and Pharach: Nov 14, 21, and Jan 9, 16

4. Wandering in the Wilderness: Jan 23 and Feb 6, 13, 20

5. Mary and Martha: Feb 27 and March 6, 13, 20

6. The Prodigal Son: March 27, and April 3, 10, 17

7. The Good Samaritan: May 1, 8, 15, and 22 

TALES OF HOFFMANN

Janet Skidmore

 

I am so totally honored to be in this production, and I hope you will be able to see it.  Following is a list of all performance locations and dates.  All shows are on Saturday or Sunday at 4 pm.  Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on. 

There's a delicious opera growing in the garden.....

 

In Jacques Offenbach master work, Tales of Hoffmann, our hero is a globetrotting poet following his romantic whims across Europe encountering fantastical adventures with robots, evil magicians and ghosts. From Paris to Athens audience members eat their way through the story, savoring a five course sampling menu created by collaborating chef Nick Schneider of La Tavola Fresca and Cafe Brenda.  Our production brings together the live dining experience with classical music and horticulture as the audience enjoys our opera in a community garden.

 

Our unique opera production is perfect for gardeners, families and foodies! Seating is limited, reservations strongly encouraged.  612.619.2112

 

Voluntary donations collected at the conclusion of the performances.  $10 to $20 suggested or pay as you're able. 

 

There's more information on our brand new web-site:

www.mixedprecipitation.org
Here is a listing of remaining performance dates:

All performances are at 4:00 p.m.

September 4 Soo Line Community Garden, Garfield Ave and the Greenway, Minneapolis

September 5 Midway Greenspirit Community Garden, Taylor and Hamline Ave, St. Paul

September 11 Urban Farming Community Garden, 12th and Morgan Ave North, Minneapolis

September 12 Gateway Trail Community Garden, 300 Arlington Ave at Mississippi Street, St. Paul

September 18 Swede Hollow Park
East Beaumont Street and Payne Ave, St. Paul

September 19 Bronx Park Community Garden, 2500 Georgia Avenue and Cedar Lake Trail, St. Louis Park
**Audio Description Provided

September 25 Augsburg Community Garden, 20th Avenue South and S. 6th Street, Minneapolis

September 26
Cornercopia Student Organic Farm
West Dudley Avenue and Lindig Street, U of M St. Paul Campus

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

We ask for many prayers this month. Bethany Snyder is on modified bed rest because of symptoms of preeclampsia, which meant we had to postpone the shower for her, Kris Maul, and their baby, so we are praying for the good health of all of them and an on time and normal delivery close to her due date on Oct. 3rd.
 
We also keep Jeanine Dorfman, Teri Homan, Joshua, and Jeanine Dorfman’s mother Carrie Dorfman in our prayers as Carrie struggles with severe arthritis symptoms. We pray for strength and healing and calmer times as they expect their new baby in October also. Because the baby is growing so quickly, though, the arrival date may need to be moved up. We hold all of them in continuing prayer.
 
Doug Malchow is at home now recuperating from his back surgery, and we send prayers for new strength and freedom from pain to him and Joyce Battcher Malchow as she cares for him and continues to build her strength also.
 
We pray for Karn Anderson and her family as they grieve the death of her grandmother, who was 100 years old and died following an ambulance accident on her way to the hospital. She must have been a remarkable woman, and we celebrate her life but are saddened by such difficult circumstances at the end of her life. May the memories of her living take prominence for those who remember her.

Larry Pray wrote on August 16th about the surgeries his family has been going through this year. "A new knee, and new foot for two of our sons. And now Andy, who on August 25th will have the fourth surgery on his foot in New York City. Over time the others have not been successful, making pain an inescapable part of his life, as it is with his brothers, sister and mother. Andy will be in the hospital for four days or so and then in a wheelchair for a month as we wait to see what did and didn’t, happen. I will be going to New York to be with him after the surgery. These days of waiting. So much a part of life. So much hinges on this surgery, this new attempt, this new set of trusts and hopes. Success being as fickle as it is, we pray that he will be surrounded by love and that his walk will not be through a lonesome valley."
 
Larry added some words of wisdom that apply to the prayers we offer for all of those we hold dear. "Sometimes this matter of prayer seems so unlikely, so impossible, it can only summon a measure of unlikely and almost impossible faith. With the pain in Pakistan, two wars, glaciers drifting in the sea, and all those beyond the realm of medical care, asking God to care for a particular family, or a particular church, requires a leap. And yet we take that leap to hold others in the light. And we do so not just on our own, but together." Thank you Larry, and we do hold your family in the light.


We celebrate with Janet Skidmore on the closing on her new home. It is at 3029 3rd Ave. South in Minneapolis, and she says she has a five year plan for getting it into shape and moving into Minneapolis. It does need a lot of work, and she says she is planning a "demolition party" soon, to which we will all be invited, not to demolish the whole house but just to do what is needed to start the renovation. Another situation where lots of strength will be called for.
 We join in Don and Barb Portwood’s celebration of their twin grandchildren’ second birthday. Don says Matt and Jaina were with  Asata and Aima on a birthday drive around the Blue Ridge Parkway outside Asheville, NC on the girls birthday when 40 yellow butterflies descended on their car.  What a birthday celebration! We are happy for all of the family and wish Don and Barb a wonderful trip out east to see them.


We rejoice with Claire Klein at the arrival of her nephew Rowan James Klein, who was born on August 11 to Claire’s brother, Nick, and his wife Amanda. Rowan weighed in at 8 pounds, was 21 ½ inches long, and everyone is hoping he will be a redhead! We wish everyone well as they begin their new adventures with Rowan.
 
There are several performances to celebrate. I know some Lyndalians were able to get to Mindy Eschedor’s Fringe show, "Finding a Fit" at Theatre in the Round Players, and I understand it was really good. Way to go, Mindy!
 
If you missed that, you still have other opportunities, though. BethAnne Nelson is performing in a staged reading of Polly Mann’s orginal drama "Victoria Reincarnated" featuring Sara Olson as Victoria Woodhull, BethAnne Nelson as Victoria’s sister, Tennesee, and Susu Jeffrey as Victoria’s mother, Roxanna. It will be at the Minneapolis Theatre Garage at 711 Franklin Ave.at 6:30 p.m., Sunday, September 12th, and it is a benefit to raise money to offset legal expenses incurred by Three Appealing Women: Sarah Martin, Sue Ann Martinson, and Lucia Wilkes Smith. I think I read that the three women are members of Grandmothers for Peace and were arrested in a peace demonstration.
 
There are also multiple performances of a production that Janet Skidmore is performing in, Jadues Offenbach’s master work, Tales of Hoffman, about a globetrotting poet following his romantic whims across Europe, encountering fantastical adventures with robots, evil magicians, and ghosts. Janet describes it as "a delicious opera growing in a garden," as the audience members get to "eat their way through the story, savoring a 5 course sampling menu created by collaborating chef Nick Schneider of La Tavola Fresca and Café Brenda." Performances take place in various community gardens on Saturdays and Sundays at 4 p.m. Check with Janet for more information.


Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
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CALENDAR
Wednesday, September 1

6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter

7:00 p.m.  Design Team at IA

Thursday, September 2

9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship-Audrey’s 

Sunday, September 5

10:30 a.m.  Worship in the gallery with communion

5 p.m.  Begin hosting families through Families Moving Forward

Wednesday, September 8

7:00 p.m.  Meeting with 1st Christian for more discussion at IA

Sunday, September 12

9:15 a.m.   C. E.  for all ages.
10:30 Joint Worship with Salem in the theater.

Tuesday, September 14

7:00 p.m.  Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center  Board at IA

Wednesday, September 15

7:00 p.m.  Fund Raising Team at Vanderford’s.

Thursday, September 16

9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship-

Audrey’s.

Sunday, September 19

9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

Monday, September 20

September LYNDAILY deadline

7:00 p.m.  Visioning Team at Ann’s.

Saturday, September 25

9:00 a.m.  Ministry Center Board retreat.

Sunday, September 26

9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

Monday, September 27

6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council
ADULT CLASS

September 12 the Adult Class returns to (Sunday) School at 9:15 a.m. beginning in the gallery pit with “recess”.  Don Portwood and Janet Skidmore will lead some interplay forms (verbal and movement) to catch people up on what we did on our summer vacation.

The class returns to the front room of the Egg and I restaurant, next door to Intermedia Arts for a September 19 – October 3 series on Giving and Receiving Hospitality.  It’s based on the new UCC Faith Practices on line curriculum.   It’s quite an important issue.  Think mosque debate in NYC, immigration debate, welcoming all people at our own table.

New Adult Ed guidelines:  

1) when you enter, order at the cash register or counter.  They’ll bring it back to you.

2) Take your ticket and pay at the cash register when leaving.

3) Please buy your coffee from them.  (Adult Ed. could buy a pot if enough people want coffee. 

4)  Remember to tip.  The servers are leaving other tables to serve us.  

5) Invite someone you think might want to share in our good discussions.
LAST FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD  

Join us for the final week.  
After ten years of serving homeless families in our community through Families Moving Forward, the Social Justice Committee decided last year that this would be our last host week.  It’s been a big part of our ministry together.

Sunday, September 5th – Sunday, September 12th Lyndale Church, along with our partner Faith Mennonite Church, will host 3 or 4 homeless families at Union UCC in St. Louis Park.  Lyndale volunteers will be responsible for Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday of that week; Faith Mennonite will provide volunteers for the Friday and Saturday evenings.  So – what does this entail?

  
We need volunteers to prepare the evening meal, serve and cleanup afterwards, plan children’s activities and be the overnight host. This requires about 25 Lyndale members offering their time and talent for this program to succeed.  Check with Darla Baker to see if there are any spaces still available to volunteer.
OCTOBER LYNDAILY DEADLINE


Monday, September 20th
DISHES, SACRAMENT AND COFFEE

Larry Pray

Dear friends,

Bear with me a bit.

Our experiment with coffee hour is coming to a close as a new church year begins.  The Church Life Committee did it, the Visioning Team did it, the Women’s group did it, but now we’re out of groups and almost out of gas. 

Perhaps the only thing we know for sure is that after the service, we kind of hope there will be coffee, juice for the kids, grapes, strawberries, apples and maybe even pumpkins come November.  Our challenge has been trying to organize this in a coherent and useful way.

And so that brings me to the title of this note:  Dishes, Sacrament, and Coffee. Whenever I lead retreats, I do my very best to not let the staff do the dishes.  “Please let us do them,” I say.  “You don’t really know people until you do the dishes with them.”  There is something about sweeping floors, washing cups, cleaning the counters and seems to spark a conversation, a memory, a sense that strangers suddenly know each other a bit better.  Most of the people I serve with at Simpson Shelter I did not know until there we were making huge pots of Stroganoff, slicing onions, and serving meals together.  In this way I came to know people in the congregation I would not have known were it not for the preparing of a meal, and the doing of dishes.  And so, this “serving” idea is about both sharing bread, and the sharing of fellowship.

We think coffee hour can do much the same thing.  It has been “fun” to wonder who’s bringing what, will there be enough, and all the “I didn’t know you were going to bring that” moments of kindness.  

Coffee hour need not be a lonely experience, a burden for one.  Instead, we can do this together.  We can connect.  We can find again that many hands make light work.

Okay.  End of sermon.

Sacrament.

Hospitality is a form of worship.  Breaking bread.  Sharing juice.  A memorable communion experience I had in Montana, the kids didn’t have wine, so they used a grape soda for communion wine.  Worked just fine.  We work with what we have, and share it.

Coffee.

We originally thought that our church has plenty enough groups to cover the year.  Just think of all the groups!  Women’s group!  Choir!  Visioning Team!  Adult Ed!  Sunday School!  Volleyball Team!  Stewardship!  Church Life!  Simpson!  Family’s Moving Forward!  Yikes!  All these groups.  Maybe if each group took a month we’d have something going.

But the truth is we don’t need a whole group.We need about six people per month.  On Sunday mornings at least three of them are “there.”  They plug in the coffee.  Find the juice cups.  And then, when their month is “over” they’re done for the whole year.  They served their term.

They might have even done some horse-trading.  (I apologize for Montana imagry here in a land without horses).  “I signed up for the third Sunday in February but we’ll be gone, could we switch?”  “Sure.”  And even some good-natured competition.  “We’ve done better than “they” did last month.  Whoever came up with elk saussage always won the prize back home.  But you get the idea.

Mostly, is it possible for coffee hour to not be the burden of one.  Can it be shared?  Can we get folks to sign up for a whole month instead of a single Sunday?  This morning, the 22nd of August, Diane was there, Scott was there, Elly was there, and I was there and it was fun.  

And so. . . . 

We do not ask you to sign up.

We do ask you to join a team.  Hopefully, you won’t know several of the other members all that well.  But sharing dishes with someone always has the potential to be a powerful experience.

So, here we go.

Not as individuals, but as a congreagtion.  

Let’s see what happens when Dishes, Sacrament and Coffee bless us all.
BOOK GROUP IN OCTOBER

Join Salem friends for a book discussion on Monday, October 4, 7pm.  Sarah Kunze will get us talking about A. J. Jacobs’ book entitled The Year of Living Biblically.  Sarah describes this book as an entertaining and informative account of one man’s attempt to follow all the rules of the Bible for a year.  Through Jacobs’ year, he struggled to figure out how to translate these laws and their meaning into everyday current use.  Grab a copy of the book from the library or find one at your local bookstore or Amazon.  Talk with Sarah Kunze if questions.  Location TBA.  Reminder:  Book Group is an ever-evolving group.  If you’ve got a book title you’d like to discuss, let us know.  We’ll publicize it, folks can grab a copy and start reading, and you lead the discussion.  Thanks, Sarah!  
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