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A DEVELOPMENT UPDATE: IT CLOSES WHEN IT CLOSES AND IT LOOKS LIKE THAT WILL BE OCTOBER 26
Don Portwood
My wife Barbara, who has closed many deals over the past 29 years and has also seen a number of deals fall through at the last minute, has told me over and over, “It doesn’t close till it closes”.  And that’s what I’ve said for the past year.  Now, as I write this on Sunday night, September 26th, the date we’ve been given for the closing is October 26th. Amazing and miraculous that we’ve come this far….by faith and hard work.
The ducks, they are lining up.  Asbestos abatement started in the old Salem sanctuary on Wed. September 15th.  At some point in the next couple weeks, shoring up the north wall and tower are suppose to begin.  Brighton Development just got the ok to begin asbestos abatement before closing, so they hope to finish in time to begin demolition the day after closing.  They are in a race against time and hard freezing ground.

On Sunday, September 26th, the congregation at an emergency meeting voted to authorize payment up to $500,000 of all Ministry Center pre-closing costs from Lyndale's share of the Ministry Center, in accordance with the provisions of the Preliminary Costs Agreement between Salem and Lyndale.  That includes the asbestos abatement, shoring up the wall and tower and architect fees.
Our treasurer, Eila Savela is working with the Joint Board Treasurer, Myra Ernst, our secretary Karn, and our accountant, Jeanne Brose to figure out a system to account for all this.  It’s a major undertaking and   it’s happening before our eyes.   Both the Lyndale Council and the Ministry Center Joint Board, along with Paul Livdahl, our building representative, continue to wade through the myriad of issues that arise in a project of this size and scope.

People I talk with about this project are still amazed and excited that two congregations can come together to pull this off in this economy, in this day and age of partisanship and hostility.  We are a sign and witness to what is possible when people of faith work together for the good.  (See my sermon in this newsletter.)  
While the Design Team and various subcommittees, (kitchen wrestling with dishwashers and counters, worship wrestling with chairs/pews and baptismal waters); we continue in discussions with First Christian Church about the possibility of them becoming a 3rd partner in the project.

Again, a myriad of questions are raised about parking, worship times, storage…but the witness of 3 different churches working and living together and sharing ministry in the neighborhood is an exciting venture that is being fully explored.
Stay tuned to see how this all ends up. In fact, if you’ve been away for a bit, come on back and join in the fun.  
Really, it is fun and exciting to see what is happening.  And if you’re already immersed in the cost and joy of Lyndale Church, mention what’s happening to someone who thinks churches are just about burning Korans and opposing gay marriage. 
They may be glad you did.  And we may end up with one more person working for gay marriage and discovering the joy and importance of welcoming and getting to know our Islamic sisters and brothers in the city. And the world will be a better place.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater space with both World Communion Sunday and The Blessing of the Animals: our pets and us.  Bring your pets and their friends to worship on Sunday.  At the end of the service we’ll join with St. Francis to bless all living creatures and even lay hands on the animals that request it.   

VISIONING UPDATE
Sam Goodrich and Diane Peterson
The Visioning Team with consultant David Stark, has been at work all summer.  Many of you have heard what’s happening during worship in October.  For the rest, here’s where we are.  

Our mission statement of many years tells us why Lyndale Church exists: to deepen faith and community,

live progressive Christian spirituality,

embody and extend God's welcome, healing, justice, and love
Then based on focus groups and surveys, we came up with Lyndale’s unique style, or what we value.

1.  We honor the UCC heritage of political and theological openness stemming from the people of the congregation.
2.  Lyndale embodies and emboldens a progressive openness and embraces all the beauty and honest of our diversity.
3.  A community asking many questions seeking diverse answers.
4.  Though we draw from the wider metro area, we are predominantly a congregation that lives in the neighborhood.
5.  Healing from denomination and church/spiritual wounds.
6.  Lyndale integrates and honors music and the arts in its spirited worship.
7.  Lyndale is a welcoming and open hearted people that roots itself in a spirit of love and compassion.
A strategy map, based on Micah 6:8 (God has shown you, O people of God, what is good and what does God require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God) illustrates how the vision will be achieved – starting with people outside the congregation and ending with them committed and engaged within the congregation.

The team worked on a Vision statement.  This is the church’s living language that anticipates and illustrates God’s better immediate future for the congregation.  It describes the future, inspires, creates energy and encourages risk taking and action.  The Council votes on it September 27th.  The draft reads: 
We envision a diverse community of radical love where all are welcome as we seek together to do justice, love mercy, and to live humbly in the Lyn-Lake neighborhoods and beyond. 

We strive to grow in the deep soil of God’s oneness to be a community of healing and new life for ourselves, our neighbors, and our earth. 
We practice lively, participatory, intergenerational worship that honors our theological curiosity and lifts up our common commitments, questions, and concerns.
We see a sustainable community that is constantly engaged in change and growth with others through groups, large and small as we thoughtfully shape the new world God calls us to help create.
                 #
From the Vision statement we develop a maximum of 7 objectives which help us define what we will accomplish, both programmatically and organizationally, in order to move from strategy to action.  Expect to see samples of these and add your input in late October or early November.
Our wilderness time continues to be productive as we take time to discern who we are and seek to become in ministry.
YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MINISTER PROBABLY HIRED BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS

As this is being written, a 2nd interview the end of September has been scheduled with a first year Luther Seminary Student.  Jen Nagel was notified that students were available for two years (20 months) and the Stewardship Council and Joint Ministry Board quickly made the decision to investigate the possibility.  

A serious candidate emerged after an initial interview by BethAnne Nelson, Jen and Don, whom we hope to hire following the 2nd interview.  She will work both with the youth and young adults in Lyndale and Salem.  Much more in the November newsletter.

ADULT CLASS
October 3rd, the Adult Classes finishes a 3 week series on Hospitality.

The following 4 weeks in October, Gregory Bringman leads a class he’s calling: Christianism/Judianity: Christianity Through Jewish Eyes.   Some of it is based on Bishop John Shelby Spong’s work on reading the Christian Scriptures through the Jewish eyes they were written in.
New Adult Ed guidelines:  

1) When you enter, order at the cash register or counter.  They’ll bring it back to you.

2) Take your ticket and pay at the cash register when leaving.

3) Please buy your coffee from them.  (Adult Ed. could buy a pot if enough people want coffee. 

4)  Remember to tip.  The servers are leaving other tables to serve us.  

5) Invite someone you think might want to share in our good discussions.
DR. MARCUS BORG IN TOWN, November 12 & 13
Dr. Marcus Borg will speak at the Johnson Symposium on Faith & Society, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2730 E. 31st Street in November.

Friday Evening, November 12

7:00 p. m. Lecture: “An Emerging Form of Christianity Today”

Christians and churches in North America today are deeply divided by two very different visions of Christianity, including ways of seeing the Bible, the Christian tradition, the Christian life, and what it means to be Christian.  Dr. Borg’s lecture will describe these two visions of Christianity, clarifying the differences and seeking points of commonality.

8:45 p. m. Service of Evening Prayer

Saturday Morning, November 13

8:30 a. m. Continental breakfast available

8:45 a. m. Lecture: “Telling the Story of Jesus Today: A historical-metaphorical approach to the study of Jesus”

10:15 a. m. Break

10:45 a. m. Lecture: “Christology, the Cross, and Easter: Post-Easter understandings of Jesus’ significance”

Friday lecture is $15/person.  Saturday lectures $25/person.  Registration before Nov 1st for both is $35/person.  After Nov 1st, $40 for both.  You can download a registration form at 

http://www.htlcmpls.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Borg-Brochure.pdf
Marcus J. Borg holds the Hundere Chair of Religion and Culture in the Philosophy Department at Oregon State University.  Nationally and internationally known in both academic and church circles as a biblical and Jesus scholar, he is the author of seventeen books, including the best-seller Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time (1994), The God We Never Knew (1997), The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions (1999), and God at 2000 (2000).  His recent books, Reading the Bible Again for the First Time (2001), and The Heart of Christianity (2003), have also been best-sellers.  His most recent books are The Last Week, co-authored with John Dominic Crossan (2006), Jesus: Uncovering the Life, Teaching and Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary (2006); The First Christmas (2007), and The First Paul (2009), both co-authored with Crossan.

The Johnson Symposium 
Holy Trinity has long sought to provide opportunities for conversations about faith and life.  Designed to celebrate and honor the exemplary ministries of Pastors Ronald K. Johnson and Stacy K. Johnson during a creative and exciting period in the life of the congregation, the Johnson Symposium on Faith and Society is envisioned as an annual event in which a leading theologian, scholar, and/or practitioner will be present to lead conversations over a two day period on important issues facing the church and society today.

SIMPSON SHELTER
Robert Frame
Fed, not stuffed

Once again Barbara Glaser's words ("All guests need to get dinner; they do not have to be stuffed") came to mind. We were nearly right on target with food: a little low on carrots (with 10 pounds - who knew?) and a little over on juice and rice. But pretty close. Even with neither Scott Peterson nor Dan Reyelts there to staff the stove (our two experienced stalwarts), we still served right at 7 p.m.: Success!

Thanks to everyone who volunteered at Simpson on Wednesday Sept. 1: Dionn Clare, Syd Moreno, Allan Henden (who brought beverages), Donna Limback Reyelts, Jean Reyelts and BethAnne Nelson (who took over the stove and fried, fried, fried), Betty Tisel who brought Nora, Owen (and ice cream and sauce for dessert), Rebecca and Noah Wilson, and Diane Peterson (again bringing paper goods for serving). Syd, Dionn, Jean, Donna, Diane, and – of course - Theresa all got to Simpson earlier than me: our ability to serve at 7 p.m. depends on folks showing up before six to the get the slower menu items started.

Thanks to all. Join us Thursday Oct. 7 or Wed. Nov. 3 for our final dates 

in 2010. Last month's Lyndaily listed all the 2011 dates.

YOUTH GROUP COOKOUT
Sunday, October 10th the youth are invited to stay following worship for a  cookout around one of the lakes with some of the youth from 1st Christian Church.  More detail in the bulletin, or perhaps from our new youth/young adult minister.

OCTOBER
CALENDAR
Sunday, October 3

9:15 a.m.   C. E.  for all ages.
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the theater with communion.  Blessing of the Animals

11:30 a.m.  Apple Picking
Tuesday, October 5

7:00 p.m.  Design Team

Thursday, October 7
6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter

Sunday, October 10
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages.
10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater.
11:45 a.m.  Youth Group cook out

Thursday, October 14

9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship-Audrey’s.  Discussion of Still Alice
7:00 p.m.  Congregational Life Committee

Sunday, October 17
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

Monday, October 18

7:00 p.m.  Visioning Team

7:00 p.m.  Design Team

Wednesday, October 20

7:00 p.m. Ministry Center Board
Friday, October 22
November LYNDAILY deadline

Sunday, October 24
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

Monday, October 25
6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council
Tuesday, October 26
Hoped for closing of Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center

Thursday, October 28
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship-

Audrey’s.
6:00 p.m.  Ministry Center Finance Meeting
Sunday, October 31
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater.  Children trick or treat for UNICEF.
LYNDALE WINDS UP ITS LAST FMF WEEK

Four homeless families comprised of 5 adults and 9 children found comfortable accommodations at Union UCC  for two weeks this fall.  Thanks to our cooks and kitchen helpers:  Joyce Battcher-Malchow and Doug Malchow, Diane and Scott Peterson, Robert Frame, Elly Wagner, Rhiannon Williams, Holly Dodds, Kate Rime (Salem), Patsy Parker(Spirit of the Lakes), Mary and Nancy.  

Thanks to those who watched over and played with the children:  Diane and Scott Peterson, Rhiannon Williams, Michael Vanderford, Darrell and Betty Knosalla (Mary’s sister), Jen Nagel and other Salem folks.  Thanks also to those who provided overnight host duties while sleeping on an air mattress in the library at Union UCC: Kathy Hayden, BethAnne Nelson, Paul Thuras, Don Portwood, Sarah Hanna and Glenn Crown.  Thanks for your continued dedication and commitment to this program.

 

NOVEMBER LYNDAILY DEADLINE

Friday, October 22nd
SIMPSON SHELTER DATES FOR 2011

Wednesday, January 5

Thursday, February 3

Wednesday, March 2

Thursday, April 7

Wednesday, May 4

Thursday, June 2

Wednesday, July 6

Thursday, August 4

Wednesday, September 7

Thursday, October 6

Wednesday, November 2

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
10/1
Mary Vanderford

10/8
John Gustav-Wrathall

Donna Hillebrand

10/12
Diane Peterson

10/15
Isabel Sydny Moreno

10/17
Dylan Thuras

10/22
Barbara Portwood

Dan VanderPloeg

10/23
Julie Heller

Aviva Meyerhoff

Yardena Meyerhoff

Brittany Pfleiderer

10/25
Brad McNaught

OCTOBER 3rd APPLE PICKING 

Lyndale and Salem members are invited to the annual apple picking trip @ Deardorff Orchards.  We will be leaving for the orchard after church worship on October 3rd.  Bring a picnic to enjoy at the orchard.  The trip includes a free wagon ride out to the orchard.  There are a variety of apples and pumpkin available as well as other farm made goods in the store.  Please contact Rebecca Miller at 501-2541 if you have any questions.  There’s a signup sheet on the table in the café space.  Please let us know if you need a ride or if you have room for extra riders.

CE/SS COMMITTEE SEPT UPDATE

Kathy Hayden SS/CE committee 
Co-chair
 

Rally/Gathering Sunday was a big success. Emily Chesley and the children created a beautiful faith family tree banner that we will be able to take with us to our new ministry center. Jon Hanke did a great job mastering the grill and serving up tasty hot dogs and veggie burgers. Thanks to everyone who shared food and drink. Special thank you to those who helped with set up and clean up and the leadership of Josh and Emma Jorstad and April Conlee. 

 

Our Sunday school theme is living as a faith family. Our faith family is growing with children, volunteers, and teachers. It is beautiful to witness the love and caring, the friendships our children are nurturing, and the laughter and fun of learning and discovering. Through Sept and October we are exploring the stories of Abraham and Sarah and Isaac and Rebekah.

 

Our first intergenerational/family activity will be apple picking Oct 3, Sunday at Deardorff Orchards near Waconia. All are welcome to enjoy the afternoon picking apples, taking a tractor rides, visiting farm animals, and playing on the haystacks. The adults can relax and shop in the rustic apple barn. 

 

The children's first social justice project will be trick or treating for UNCEF after worship on Oct 31. We encourage the children to bring their Halloween costumes and trick or treat among their faith family and out to their wider community. Throughout October they will learn about UNCEF and the great work they do for children throughout the world. We will have special treats and games at IA for all to enjoy. 

 

Other dates to remember are: 

Oct 3 Apple Picking @ Deardorff Orchards after service. Bring your own picnic lunch.

Oct 31 We encourage the children to wear Halloween dress and collect for UNCEF during coffee and juice time.

Dec 5th Salem Christmas Caroling.

Dec 12th Christmas pageant practice and pizza party after worship service. This is a good time for parents to Christmas shop without children. Possible a Christmas cookie bake sale for the children to raise money for malaria nets.

Dec 19th Christmas Pageant. Please bring Christmas cookies, bars, and treats to share.

NO Sunday School Dec 26, Jan 2, and Jan 30

January will be the Polar Bear Picnic.

Date to be determined yet for Feed My Starving Children in Feb or Mar.

NO Sunday School April 24.

May 22 will be the End of SS Picnic Celebration. 

 

The Biblical family trees we will explore are the following:

1. Abraham and Sarah: Sept 19 and 26, Oct 3 and 10 

2. Isaac and Rebekah: Oct 17, 24, 31 and Nov 7 

3. Joseph and Pharach: Nov 14, 21, and Jan 9, 16

4. Wandering in the Wilderness: Jan 23 and Feb 6, 13, 20

5. Mary and Martha: Feb 27 and March 6, 13, 20

6. The Prodigal Son: March 27, and April 3, 10, 17

7. The Good Samaritan: May 1, 8, 15, and 22 

COMMUNITY SINGING AND FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2010
7:30-9:30 pm
Calling all singers looking for a good excuse to sing a fun variety of songs of peace, community and good times. Songleaders Bret Hesla and Mary Preus will host another community sing at the Eagles Club on the evening of October 9, 2010. 

This event will also be a fundraiser; funds will be split 50/50 between Haiti earthquake recovery and Minnesota Community SINGS (Bret and Mary and Betty Tisel’s new organization to build community through community sings like this one). 

Says Bret, “Last April we raised $2500 to send to Haiti. Let's keep the power of song going forward. ALL people who like to sing are welcome - no auditions! This is a group effort. We need you for maximum fun and pleasure. Great french fries too."


Special bonus: Hear the juicy details of the amazing history of community singing in Minneapolis parks almost a century ago. Come be part of the community singing resurgence. 
Cost: $15 adults, $5 kids, $25 family. 

Location: Minneapolis Eagles Club

All ages welcome - Free parking

2507 East 25th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 729-4469 

For more information:
mnsings@gmail.com
612-729-7304

Tell a friend!

CELEBRATE LYNDALE’S 10 YR. JOURNEY WITH FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD

 

As Lyndale Church concludes it’s association with Families Moving Forward as a host congregation for homeless families, it’s time to look back and celebrate this opportunity to “do” social justice work in our community.
-In 2000, the social justice committee (comprised of Peggie Corlett, Lois Koyama, John Gustav-Wrathall, Joyce Battcher-Malchow, Darla Baker, Barb Weiss, Peggy Rader, Robert Frame, Paul Thuras and Mary Vanderford) began the process of discerning whether Lyndale should become a host congregation in FMF.
-After a year of “interning” at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church (46th St. and Colfax Ave.) during their FMF host weeks, Lyndale decided to officially become a host church on its own.
-Surveys were filled out with over 50% members of the congregation offering too help in one or more tasks during our host week.
-Knowing we’d need more “hands” to do the work required, we approached Spirit of the Lakes and Faith Mennonite communities.  Both agreed to partner with us.
-During each host week we reorganized the Sunday School classrooms into bedrooms and the gathering space into a living room.
-One winter host week, after a very cold night and ineffective furnace, we realized we needed to borrow portable heaters for each bedroom.  We continued this process each winter host week.
-Likewise, one summer host week when the temperatures were in the 90s, we knew we needed to do something about our guests comfort.  So – small room air conditioners were located and installed (some bought and some borrowed).  Thanks to Doug Malchow, Glenn Crown and Dan Bratton for their heavy lifting.
-The security alarms went off on several occasions each host week, sometimes in the middle of the night.  SOOO Loud.  This was especially troublesome when our overnight hosts were from another church (Spirit of the Lakes or Faith Mennonite).
-( Note: The next statement is not meant to deride anyone, but is meant in good humor.)  We’ve learned several euphemisms for “wild” children:  ie. active, enjoys one on one, having difficulty adjusting to new living situation, independent.  In response, we’ve learned some good coping skills.
-In 2007, we shifted our host week to Union UCC in St. Louis Park, since we couldn’t be certain when the Lyndale Church building would be sold (and therefore not available).

-Coordination has been the work of many people over the years:  Joyce Battcher-Malchow, Mary Vanderford, Chris Huff, Darla Baker, Nancy Homdrom.  ( Plus Spirit of the Lakes coordination by Michael Bayly and Patsy Parker, and Faith Mennonite coordination by Karen Weibe and Pat Eliason.)
-A BIG THANKS TO ALL LYNDALE MEMBERS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THIS PROGRAM WITH COMMITMENT, HARD WORK AND GOOD HUMOR.

WILL ALLEN TO SPEAK IN ST. PAUL
Urban farmer, Will Allen will keynote a fundraising dinner for WEI (Women’s Environmental Institute -  a new Growing Power Regional Outreach Training Center) on Friday, October 22, 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the Kagin Commons Ballroom of Macalester College.  Get tickets and learn more about Will and the Growing Power weekend by going to: http://www.w-e-i.org/ 
Allen is challenging the way we think about farming and food delivery systems. Committed to the vision of full access to fresh, healthy, local, affordable food in underserved, urban communities, Allen founded Growing Power in Milwaukee in 1995. Allen's thoughtfully integrated urban farming model provides a platform to address not only sustainable cultivation, production and food-networking practice, but also environmental and social justice issues and farming operations that combine large urban organic farming projects and small rural organic farm production to promote and implement food access and food justice for all communities, especially those existing in inner city food deserts*. 

* A food desert is a district with little or no access to foods needed to maintain a healthy diet but often served by fast food restaurants or corner stores that carry mostly processed and high fructose corn syrup foodstuffs. This can also be true of rural areas that grow industrial farm crops but cannot feed the local community with an abundant access to fresh, local and organic produce. 

PASTOR’S COLUMN
Don Portwood
The sermon preached September 26, One month before the Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center is to Close

A Sign In Deed
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

The word that came to Jeremiah from Yahweh in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 

Jeremiah said, The word of Yahweh came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours." 

Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of Yahweh, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I knew that this was the word of Yahweh. 

And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. Then I took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. For thus says the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.

~~
I can’t read this scripture without being reminded of one of my favorite scenes in Woody Allen’s movie from years ago, “Love and Death”.  Woody says, “My own father, a handsome and generous man, in addition to our summer and winter estate, owned a valuable piece of land, true it was small piece, but he carried it with him wherever he went.  A neighbor would say, “Demetri Dietrovich I would like to buy your land”. He’d say, “This land is not for sale.   Someday I hope to build on it.”  And at the end of the movie, he builds a little house on the piece of sod he carries with him.
Today’s scripture is also about buying a piece of land….land that’s in the family.  Land that goes back generations, all the way, as the Jews believed – to God.  In this scripture, 

Jerusalem is under siege by the Babylonions.  It’s 588 B.C.  Jerusalem fell in August of 587 B.C…..so this is about a year before that.  Imagine the siege, like the siege of Minas Tirath in Gondor in Lord of the Rings when the forces of Saramon had surrounded them.  Jeremiah had been arrested during a break in the siege when the Babylonians lifted the siege for fear of an approaching Egyptian army.  As he headed out of the city, he was caught and put in prison…removed to the court of the guard, where he remained until the city fell.  The court yard was used for the detention of prisoners who did not require strict confinement.  Jeremiah had been preaching and prophesying, saying Babylon was being used by God to punish the people…so the King, seeing that as treason had arrested and detained Jeremiah.
This scripture also explains the right of redemption, a way to keep property within the family so that it might not be lost.  Cousin Hanamel had probably fallen into “foreclosure” because of the siege of the city and the suffering all around.  Jeremiah apparently bought the property to prevent its being taken by a creditor or sold outside the family. 
Jeremiah’s in captivity, not a jail, but living in the courtyard…kind of like we do, rounding up people and putting them in stadiums.  He’d already written down what has been called the “book of doom”, during the reign of Jehoiakim.   As Jerusalem was slowly squeezed by the siege, by the armies surrounding the city, he experienced a great reversal and composed his “book of consolation.”   What happened to him, that caused him to move from doom and gloom to hope?  It seems that in the midst of the chaos of that prison of sorts, surrounded by all those other captives, in the midst of the siege of Jerusalem that would soon destroy the city and take many of those people captive into Babylon, in the midst of all that … Jeremiah had a vision that his cousin Hanamel would come to sell him a field at Anathoth that was part of Jeremiah’s family land.

Imagine this scene again….the orc armies of Saramon are surrounding Minith Tirith in Gondor, I mean the armies of Babylon are surrounding Jerusalem, camped out on the farm lands and orchards that contain the food to feed the people in the city….and Jeremiah has a vision that his cousin Hanamel shows up and offers to sell him a few acres of land….probably tells him it’s great for camping because there’s an army camping on it right now.  And it will get you out of the city, where you are “confined” right now.  And you can get it for a good price, because it’s in foreclosure and no one can grow anything on it when the army of the enemy is living on it.

You get the picture?  Jeremiah has a vision, probably wakes up in the middle of the night with a dream and wonders, “should I write that dream down, maybe it’s crazy enough I’ll remember it.”  Maybe he even tells a few of his captive friends about the crazy dream he had.  And then a day, or a week, or a fortnight or a month later (we don’t get any)…who should come to visit him in the courtyard of his imprisonment?  Cousin Hanamel.  And what’s he there for?  To ask Jeremiah to buy his field, because the right of redemption was his, which means, Jeremiah was in line to purchase it….so that it stayed in the family.  
And I’m guessing the prophet of gloom and doom, scratched his head, threw up his hands, said WOW!... gave thanks to God and became the prophet of consolation and hope.  He snuck or talked his way out of confinement, maybe even snuck out to the land to take a look, then went back into the captive Jerusalem and bought the field at Anathoth from his cousin Hanamel.  He says he weighed out the money to give to Hanamel, seventeen shekels of silver, signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses and weighed the money on scales. Then he took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open copy that you could unroll and read (no copy machine, just two deeds, one sealed with wax, the other left open); and he gave the deed of purchase to his assistant Baruch, in the presence of cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 
Jeremiah writes, “In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the God of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time.”  

Signs from God, in deed. 

For Jeremiah, and probably not for many of the witnesses, it was a sign  - that just as he redeemed land…that looked totally worthless, God would redeem Israel that looks pretty worthless now.  “Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.”  
It was that deed, for that piece of land…in the midst of despair and destruction…that deed,  -signed, sealed, delivered  - to witnesses, that sealed deed of purchase, containing both the rolled up copy and the open copy, it was a sign in deed….that changed Jeremiah.
We think the Salem Lyndale Ministry Center is going to close one month from today, on October 26th.  Is that a sign?  Of what?  (People gave responses to how the real estate closing and the opening of the Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center might be seen as a sign or witness.)

Anyone feeling under siege?  With the failure to break a filibuster, both the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and the Dream Act didn’t pass last Tuesday.  (Public education under siege) We live in the midst of financial struggles, foreclosures, unemployment, lots of doom and gloom.  In the midst, of siege and political partisanship, confusion, confinement, fear and foreclosure 

Ask for what you need. Ask God for what you need.  Pay attention to your dreams and visions.  God isn’t confined by our confinements.  In fact, our confinements can be places of creativity.  No siege can keep God and creativity, healing, transformation, new life and hope from happening.  God isn’t confined by our sieges.  

When we feel trapped, surrounded, overwhelmed with no way out….wake up.  Move around the room.  Ask for a sign.  Think outside the box…or as BethAnne Nelson keeps reminding me, realize there is no box.  Talk with your friends.  Listen for your cousin’s knock at the door.  Or as Rumi says in his poem the guest house, maybe it’s another guest knocking.

The Guest House 

This being human is a guest house. 
Every morning a new arrival. 

A joy, a depression, a meanness, 
some momentary awareness comes 
as an unexpected visitor. 

Welcome and entertain them all! 
Even if they're a crowd of sorrows, 
who violently sweep your house 
empty of its furniture, 
still, treat each guest honorably. 
He may be clearing you out 
for some new delight. 

The dark thought, the shame, the malice, 
meet them at the door laughing, 
and invite them in. 

Be grateful for whoever comes, 
because each has been sent 
as a guide from beyond.
A sign will be given.  

A sign is being given  

A sign has been given, indeed!
THE ACTIVISTAS HAVE RETURNED!

Joe Bunce

No, the Activistas have not vanished or disbanded. Just like Sunday School and Adult Christian Education, we've taken a few months off for the summer,

but with the fall we're back in action, and our first meeting of the fall

will take place on Sunday, October 17th right after the service at

approximately 11:45 (we're Lyndale people, remember, so we can't be too exact time wise). 

The Activistas are an informal monthly gathering of Lyndalians that grew out of Adult Ed. classes who believe that social justice is a major part of our calling as Christians and we are actively looking for new ways to pursue that calling. Many of us bring to the table the experience of personal involvement with groups involved in social justice issues: members of the postal carriers, nurses, and teachers unions, the Latino group Assemblea De Derechos Civiles (Assembly For Civil Rights), and the Center For Workers United In Struggle (Centro De Trabajadores Unidos En Lucha/CTUL), to name a few. 
We hope to be able to add our voices to the voices of these groups and more to help achieve social justice. 

Have you been involved with some social justice group that you think we

could be allied usefully with? We welcome you in our group! Do you have no personal experience with such groups but have some ideas of groups or actions we should become involved in? We welcome you! Are you simply interested in furthering social justice but are not sure how to do so and looking for ideas? You're welcome too. Whatever your interest and/or involvement, please feel free to find out more by attending the October 17th meeting. There'll be lunch as well! We hope to see you there.
REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

We’re celebrating big time that Evelynn Leone Snyder Maul arrived to Bethany Snyder and Kris Maul on September 19, weighing 5 pounds 15 ounces and measuring 20 inches long, after a very long labor. We’re grateful that she is healthy and is doing well. I can’t wait to see her with the beautiful long eyelashes and lots of dark brown hair she has. Bethany and Kris are going to call her Elle. We send our good energy and prayers to Elle and her proud parents.
 
We had fun singing Happy Anniversary to Anita and Dan Vanderploeg on their fiftieth wedding anniversary on September 12th! Pretty impressive! We wish them many more and continue to be grateful for their presence among us.
 
We also rejoice with Doug Malchow who is 100% PAIN FREE following his recent back surgery. We share his gratefulness at this wonderful healing.
 
We had a great celebration with Jeanine Dorfman, Teri Homan, and Joshua at Kayla’s with lots of good music, food, and fun, as we look forward to the arrival of their new baby and continue to keep their whole family in our prayers.
 
We ask for prayers for Mindy Eschedor, who lost her job at MacPhail totally unexpectedly after 11 years of being involved in their programs. We send prayers for guidance and discerning what path she will take now, and share with her the hope that something better is out there just waiting for her.
 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

SEWARD ARTS FESTIVAL READING INCLUDING ROSEANN LLOYD


Saturday, October 2, 2:00 p.m./FREE 
Vine Arts Center, 2637 27th Ave. S., Minneapolis
Rivers’ Way Meditation Center #201, second floor in the building (elevator access, free parking in back of building and there’s plenty on the street).
 
Minneapolis, MN—The Seward Neighborhood Group presents the 11th Annual Seward Arts Festival from Friday, October 1 through Sunday, October 3, 2010.
 
We are celebrating the written word of our neighborhood’s esteemed and accomplished writers with a special reading at the Vine Arts Center at 2:00 p.m., on Saturday, October 2.  Hear Seward’s most esteemed poet Phebe Hanson, as well as Seward prose and poetry writers Marilyn Anderson, Patricia Cumbie, Roseann Lloyd and Rachel Moritz.
 
From noon-5:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 2 through Sunday, October 3 you can also enter the studios, homes, and businesses of over 100 artists, writers, and performers.  View, shop, and enjoy unique art, poetry, music, and performance.  For more live events schedule, map, and samples of artists' work, visit www.sewardarts.org.

OVERFLOW PARKING

We received an invitation from Trustone Financial, across Lyndale Avenue from IA,  that if we need to use their parking lot on Sundays it is available; as long as everyone is out by Monday morning.    

DISHES, SACRAMENT AND COFFEE

Larry Pray

Dear friends,

Bear with me a bit.

Our experiment with coffee hour is coming to a close as a new church year begins.  The Church Life Committee did it, the Visioning Team did it, the Women’s group did it, but now we’re out of groups and almost out of gas. 

Perhaps the only thing we know for sure is that after the service, we kind of hope there will be coffee, juice for the kids, grapes, strawberries, apples and maybe even pumpkins come November.  Our challenge has been trying to organize this in a coherent and useful way.

And so that brings me to the title of this note:  Dishes, Sacrament, and Coffee. Whenever I lead retreats, I do my very best to not let the staff do the dishes.  “Please let us do them,” I say.  “You don’t really know people until you do the dishes with them.”  There is something about sweeping floors, washing cups, cleaning the counters and seems to spark a conversation, a memory, a sense that strangers suddenly know each other a bit better.  Most of the people I serve with at Simpson Shelter I did not know until there we were making huge pots of Stroganoff, slicing onions, and serving meals together.  In this way I came to know people in the congregation I would not have known were it not for the preparing of a meal, and the doing of dishes.  And so, this “serving” idea is about both sharing bread, and the sharing of fellowship.

We think coffee hour can do much the same thing.  It has been “fun” to wonder who’s bringing what, will there be enough, and all the “I didn’t know you were going to bring that” moments of kindness.  

Coffee hour need not be a lonely experience, a burden for one.  Instead, we can do this together.  We can connect.  We can find again that many hands make light work.

Okay.  End of sermon.

Sacrament.

Hospitality is a form of worship.  Breaking bread.  Sharing juice.  A memorable communion experience I had in Montana, the kids didn’t have wine, so they used a grape soda for communion wine.  Worked just fine.  We work with what we have, and share it.

Coffee.

We originally thought that our church has plenty enough groups to cover the year.  Just think of all the groups!  Women’s group!  Choir!  Visioning Team!  Adult Ed!  Sunday School!  Volleyball Team!  Stewardship!  Church Life!  Simpson!  Family’s Moving Forward!  Yikes!  All these groups.  Maybe if each group took a month we’d have something going.

But the truth is we don’t need a whole group.We need about six people per month.  On Sunday mornings at least three of them are “there.”  They plug in the coffee.  Find the juice cups.  And then, when their month is “over” they’re done for the whole year.  They served their term.

They might have even done some horse-trading.  (I apologize for Montana imagry here in a land without horses).  “I signed up for the third Sunday in February but we’ll be gone, could we switch?”  “Sure.”  And even some good-natured competition.  “We’ve done better than “they” did last month.  Whoever came up with elk saussage always won the prize back home.  But you get the idea.

Mostly, is it possible for coffee hour to not be the burden of one.  Can it be shared?  Can we get folks to sign up for a whole month instead of a single Sunday?  This morning, the 22nd of August, Diane was there, Scott was there, Elly was there, and I was there and it was fun.  

And so. . . . 

We do not ask you to sign up.

We do ask you to join a team.  Hopefully, you won’t know several of the other members all that well.  But sharing dishes with someone always has the potential to be a powerful experience.

So, here we go.

Not as individuals, but as a congreagtion.  

Let’s see what happens when Dishes, Sacrament and Coffee bless us all.
BOOK GROUP IN OCTOBER

Join Salem friends for a book discussion on Monday, October 4, 7pm.  Sarah Kunze will get us talking about A. J. Jacobs’ book entitled The Year of Living Biblically.  Sarah describes this book as an entertaining and informative account of one man’s attempt to follow all the rules of the Bible for a year.  Through Jacobs’ year, he struggled to figure out how to translate these laws and their meaning into everyday current use.  Grab a copy of the book from the library or find one at your local bookstore or Amazon.  Talk with Sarah Kunze if questions.  Location TBA.  Reminder:  Book Group is an ever-evolving group.  If you’ve got a book title you’d like to discuss, let us know.  We’ll publicize it, folks can grab a copy and start reading, and you lead the discussion.  Thanks, Sarah!  
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