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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING, MAY 9TH

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, United Church of Christ members reach out in the name of Christ to: 

· Build sustainable communities. OGHS supports self-help programs in more than 80 nations to build sustainable communities that enable people and communities to stand against and rise above hunger, disease, illiteracy, and other forces of injustice that deny and destroy dignity. 

· Respond to disaster. OGHS provides emergency and long-term assistance to people in the aftermath of hurricanes, tornados, storms, floods, tidal waves, fires, explosions, technological disasters, civil strife, war, or other natural or human-caused events. On average, OGHS responds to a disaster once every 2.5 days. 

· Minister to refugees. OGHS responds with advocacy and help, hope and hospitality for people who have been uprooted from their home of origin. More than 30 million of the world's people are uprooted at any given time. 

In cooperation with Global Ministries, Church World Service, Action by Churches Together, Interchurch Medical Assistance, Foods Resource Bank, Oikocredit, Freedom from Hunger and hundreds of local partners around the world, One Great Hour of Sharing is part of a remarkable network of service and caring that is efficient, effective and faithful. Administrative costs are typically less than eight percent annually. 

The United Church of Christ unites with Christians in eight other Protestant denominations and Church World Service in One Great Hour of Sharing, thus multiplying the effectiveness and extent of our witness many times over. 

The partnership we share with nearly 6,000 United Church of Christ congregations across the United States and Puerto Rico is where this remarkable miracle connecting UCC members to the world truly begins. The UCC annually channels more than $3 million dollars through One Great Hour of Sharing to humanitarian needs in the world. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is administered through Wider Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ. 

We will receive our OGHS offering on Sunday, May 9th.  Please give generously.
SIMPSON SHELTER
Robert Frame

Admirable Volunteers, One and All

You can't help but admire the commitment and the pure "grit" of Lyndale's Simpson volunteers, like you do that of Minnesotans who get up when it is dark and 20 below and still troop outside to (try to) start their cars and get to work. Knowing full well that Theresa could not be with us on April Fools' Day - and that weren't no joke - they put on their bravest faces and strongest commitment to feed those temporarily in greater need and came to Simpson to do just that. Many of them even did extra shopping, which Theresa routinely does. So, my regular and special thanks to Dan and Donna Limback Reyelts, Diane and Scott Peterson, and Doug Malchow for bringing all the supplies we needed to serve. Right with them in receiving my thanks are Kathy Hayden and Nancy Homdrom, who helped turn all those groceries into a delicious meal.

Our next service opportunities are Wednesday 5 May (Cinco de Mayo, y'all!) and Thursday June 3.
YOU ARE INVITED

Rev. Jane McBride will be installed as Principle Minister at First Congregational Church  of Minnesota on Sunday, May 23 at 4pm. Lyndale folks are warmly invited to attend and celebrate with Jane and Jen.
ADULT EDUCATION IN MAY

The Grinch and World Peace–Think about it!
By Elly Wagner
It was Christmas and I was reading "How the Grinch Stole Christmas" to my granddaughter. I’m sure you know the story, how the Who’s in Whoville responded to the Grinch’s stealing their Christmas things by singing rather than weeping, leading to the Grinch realizing that Christmas is in our hearts and causing his heart to grow 3 sizes (or was it 5?) Now I don’t know many people who would respond as the Who’s did, including myself, but it made me think about how our actions do affect other people and question what it will take to bring about the kind of change in the world that could lead to peace.
 
What does it really mean that peace begins with me? Do you believe world peace is possible? Do you believe there is anything you can do to make a difference? I am a member of Grandmothers for Peace and want to share a compelling video and book the grandmothers studied, which is the most hopeful and helpful material I have found regarding peace. We’ll start by viewing the video, "Living Beyond War: A Citizen’s Guide," by Winslow Myers on May 2nd and then go into more depth and discussion of the book on May 9th and 16th. I think you will be surprised by some of the facts and recommendations set forth by Myers. I have copies of the book you can purchase for $10.00, but you are welcome to join in the discussion whether or not you have read the book. There will also be opportunities to watch other provocative videos on week nights during May, including "Rethink Afghanistan," a revealing documentary produced by prominent film maker Robert Greenwald. We can also discuss the "Every Church a Peace Church" program to consider if our congregation might have interest in being involved with that. See you in May!
May 23rd, we’ll talk about Adult Ed. for next “season”.
REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

I’m back from my San Diego trip, which included an audiology convention, and of course a wonderful visit with my son Keith, daughter-in-law Jennifer and sweet 3 year old granddaughter Tessa, but I missed out on some great things while I was away. I was able to check my email on a regular basis while I was gone, so I got the great news about Ann Barten becoming a grandmother. Hunter Alexander Santoyo was born on April 10th to proud mother and father Hannah and Emo. He weighed 7 pounds 8 ounces, was 21 inches long, and has a Barten dimple in his left cheek. All are doing well, and if you didn’t get the great email slide show, I’m sure Ann would be more than happy to share some pictures with you in person. We celebrate the wonderful arrival of Hunter with Ann, Hannah, and Emo!
 
I wasn’t able to attend the spring concert of the Northern Lights Chorale, in which both Mary Lewis and Mindy Eschedor sang, but I have it on very good authority that it was their best concert yet! Congratulations to Mary, Mindy, and the other chorale members as well as to Bruce Phelps, the director.
 
I also missed the Lyndale children dancing under the able direction and choreographing of Janet Skidmore. I heard it was fantastic, and I really hope the group will perform again in the future when I can be there to experience it. Thanks to everyone who participated and to Janet for putting it all together.
 
I’ve probably missed some things in my absence, so please let me know and I can include anything I’ve left out in the next Lyndaily. Remember too to keep bringing to my attention what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

FROM LYNDALE FRIEND, NOW

REV. GAYLE TUCKER

I have been reading the email blasts and occasionally checking the Lyndale site to "keep in touch" with the congregation that was a home away from home for me during seminary.

I have included my ordination service bulletin.  (On the bulletin board outside Jen's office.)   I wanted to share this celebration with all of you who made me feel so welcome.

I am serving at the Congregational Church of Jefferson Park in Chicago.  We are a small congregation, but enjoy spending a lot of time together in worship and fellowship.  If you want to learn a bit about us, you can visit the website: 

www.congregationalchurchofjeffersonpark.org.  
Blessings   Rev. Gayle Tucker

THIS MUCH I KNOW 

Don Portwood
I sent out the following email blast to many in the congregation on April 23rd : Development Update
It’s never as clear as we expect.  I thought we would get a yes or a no.  This is a yes, give us the full application and we’ll let you know in June.  Brighton seems ready to move ahead with working drawings.  Thinks are looking good, but we continue to wait….and serve and vision and worship and feed and love.

dbp

From: PeggyLucas
Subject: MHFA

We heard today that (Minnesota Housing Finance Agency) MHFA will accept our application for funds that are outside their normal RFP process. The timeline is frustratingly slow for us but for them it seems like "warp speed"!
We will have to submit a lengthy application which Heidi is already working on...Their production group will review it in early/mid May and then it will go to the board in June. If we get the staff recommendation the board should be no problem so we are about a month away.
MHFA will want a different unit mix but they will have gap money to cover adjustments. Their financing terms are better which helps and their process is not as long as HUDS.
This is really good news but more to pray for!! We are taking a leap of faith and ordering the working drawings which are a huge financial commitment on our part....but they have to get done in order to move this ahead!
It seems for the last 6-8 months we’ve been waiting “another two months” to hear if our project is going forward or not.  Hopes raised, then put on hold, raised, then put on hold.  It’s not easy living in the wilderness, longing for the “promised land”.  And yet here we are.  Together.  Making it work as best we can.  And more.  By the end of May we’ll have gone through a complete “school year” at Intermedia Arts.  It’s been hardest for the teachers and students to figure out where to meet for Sunday School.  It’s also been hard for the music program.  Where does the choir or women’s ensemble rehearse when we worship in the gallery space and not disrupt the Salem adult class meeting in the café space?  And generally, how do we find the sacred in worship without high ceilings and natural wood?

The good news – it’s not going to be 40 years in the wilderness for us.  It’s already been one and it might be two (it’s already been 3 ½ for Salem folks).  The bad news.  It’s not easy and not happening on the time line we expected.  But it still looks like the project is going to happen.   Brighton Development certainly thinks so.  And so we move faithfully on.  There’s an amazing Visioning process happening with great survey data and focus sessions.  We’re still feeding hungry people at Simpson Shelter each month; teaching and learning from our children and youth; talking about major issues of racism and peacemaking in adult ed; practicing being an activista working for humane immigration reform and joining workers around their issues; involved in the Whittier neighborhood through Community Minister Allan Henden’s ministry; sharing together at Faith and Fellowship.  All the while the Design team is working on the future building and the Partnership team is working on our life together.

So here we are, a community of ministry and mission still seeking to open ourselves to experiences of the Holy and provide ways to serve and do something significant with the little time we all have - while we’re in the wilderness.  This much I know - we are doing anything but waiting in the wilderness for the Promised Land.  Because if we know anything, it is that the promised land is NOW, today.  

So let us continue together – growing spiritually, following Jesus, practicing love and hospitality and praying as we go, “Gracious God you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending by paths as ye untrodden, through perils unknown.   Give us faith to go out with good courage not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen”
COMMUNITY MATTERS
by Allan Henden, Community Minister

      mobile: 612-490-8935

      home: 612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com

13th Annual World of Whittier Family Fair
May 22, Saturday, 1 - 4 PM
Whittier Park, 26th Street at Harriet Ave So
 
Come on over and enjoy this festival celebration in the Whittier neighborhood (the future home of Lyndale and Salem churches).  Celebrate with hundreds of our neighbors, with free food, music, activities for all ages, and information about community activities and resources.
 
Lyndale and Salem Churches will again have an information table at the Fair.  And, we would love to have your help.  This is a fun way to be a church community in our neighborhood!  Please contact Allan Henden to help at the table.  

JUNE LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Monday, May 24t
SUNDAY SCHOOL/ CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE

Kathy Hayden Chair

 

During the month of May the children will read the story of Lydia from Acts 16:11-15. Lydia worked with Paul to spread the news about Jesus. Lydia's household was baptized which included family, friends, employees, and slaves. This is different then how we define family today. Family prayer is Thank you, Jesus, for asking us to tell people about you and God. Help us to do it. Amen. 

 

We are planning a celebration party as we complete a year of SS in our IA space on May 23. We are planning a picnic with a grill. Bring a dish to share. Play and laugh and celebrate with the children. Janet Skidmore has been teaching some of the children dance which they plan to share as part of their children's sermon. 

 

June 14-17th Day camp. Check bulletin and email blast for more information about the day camp. 

 

July 16, 17, and 18 camping weekend. Check bulletin and email blast for more information about camping weekend. 

 

We will have 2 opportunities during the summer for children and families/ friends to do Feed My Starving Children in July and August.  

 

We ask everyone to give your thoughts, opinions and vision for our SS program, our children's spiritual growth on the evaluation posters or email Kathy at kathspirit@aol.com.  

 

Next SS/CE committee meeting is May 9th 12:00-01:00pm and all are welcomed to join us. 

 

2010/11 SS planning meeting will be June 14th from 6:30-9:00pm at Rebecca Miller's home (3145 Colfax Ave S. 612-823-7503). We will share food as we work hard planning SS events for the year, our Christmas program, Rally Sunday, discuss recruiting/supporting teachers, and set committee meetings. 
MAY CALENDAR
Saturday May 1
2:00 p.m. International Workers Day March. Starts at MLK Park. 

Sunday, May 2
9:15 a.m. CE for all ages
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the gallery
1:00 p.m. May Day March & Festival
Wednesday May 5

6:00 p.m.  Serving at Simpson Shelter

Thursday, May 6
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship at Audrey’s

7:00 p.m. Congregational Life at IA
Sunday, May 9
9:15 a.m. CE for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery
Sunday, May 16
9:15 a.m. CE for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery
11:45 a.m. Activista’s Meeting

12:00 p.m. Youth Ministry Team
Monday, May 17
7:00 p.m.  Visioning Team meeting at Ann Barten’s

Tuesday, May 18
7:00 p.m. Partnership Team meeting at Mary Martin’s 

Wednesday, May 19
7:00 p.m. Design Team

Thursday, May 20
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship at Audrey’s  
Sunday, May 23
9:15 a.m. CE for all ages
10:30 a.m. Joint Worship with Salem in the theater
11:45 a.m.  Potluck Picnic



Monday, April 24
June LYNDAILY deadline

7:00 p.m.  Stewardship Council at Vanderford’s
Sunday, May 30

Summer schedule begins, no C.E.

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

Monday, May 31

Memorial Day

ADVENT LUTHERAN AND BROADWAY UCC in NYC

At an April 17th dinner, Advent Lutheran and Broadway UCC in New York City celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the partnership of their shared space.  To celebrate their partnership, they sought a younger partnership to honor.  Lyndale and Salem are the recipients of this honor.  During March and early April, with the help of Lyndale member and film maker Teri Homan, we created a DVD of photos, interviews, and stories that was shown at their dinner. At Easter Breakfast a Salem member wondered aloud, “When we celebrate 10 years of partnership, let’s honor a partnership in this same way.”  Great idea and the Partnership Team officially enacted this plan.  2016 will be our 10 year anniversary.  Broadway UCC is the church Larry Pray was ordained in and former member Jackie McMillan just joined. We give thanks for the ministry and witness of Advent Lutheran and Broadway UCC.
YOUTH GROUP

Erin Davis
Welcome to our last month before summer! And an exciting month May will be. But first, let me recap April. A great, big THANK YOU to all who were a part of Easter breakfast. To name a few: thanks to Kate and Austin for hosting our cinnamon roll baking extravaganza, thanks to Nick and my parents for helping set up and clean up, thanks to the youth who were in town and able to help, and thanks to the congregations who broke bread with us and donated nearly $500! A happy Easter it was!

Also thanks to those who were able to participate in the Litter Clean-Up. We picked up three big bags of trash from around Intermedia Arts and the once-and-future Salem building. We found some interesting items nestled in the dirt in both locations!

We'll kick off May with a lock-in on May 1-2. As part of the lock-in festivities, the youth will be making no-sew fleece blankets to donate to a local children's hospital. Thanks to anyone and everyone who donated fleece to make this possible!

Our last youth group Sunday will be Sunday, May 23. Sadly, this will also be my last day as the youth minister of Salem and Lyndale. Look for the youth to take part in this exciting celebratory service. And thank you to everyone who has supported the youth group and me over the last year and a half. This position has been such a blessing!

LYN-LAKE STREET FEST

Sunday May 16th, noon-7pm at Lake and Lyndale.  
Info at LynLakeStreetFest.com.  

Volunteers needed.  Contact John Meegan at john@topshelfinc.com
SEEKING HOUSING
A Salem summer ministry intern seeks a place to live for 2 months during approximately June and 

July, 2010.  An ideal situation would be in the home or apartment of a friend or member of Salem or Lyndale, furnished, near transportation and church.  A housing stipend is provided.  Any leads?  Talk with Pastor Jen.  

END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR CELEBRATION  
May 23rd is Pentecost Sunday.  We’ll hear the story of the Spirit’s outpouring upon the community and we’ll be in the theater gathered together.  You’re invited to wear RED as a visible symbol of the Holy Spirit.  One service shared by Lyndale and Salem at 10:30am.  A potluck picnic and celebration follows. Here is the schedule:

9:15am Final day of Sunday School and Youth Group. Adult class works on topics for next season.
10:30am Worship with special participation by the kids and youth, thank yous for the teachers, and Godspeed for Erin Davis

11:45am Potluck Picnic and Celebration—bring food to share.  The grills will be hot.  

DAY CAMP 
Once again, Salem and Lyndale are collaborating with other local congregations for a summer day camp experience.  This year day camp will be at Zion Lutheran.  Here are the plans and ways to be involved:  

When:  June 14-17, 9am-4pm

Where:  Zion Lutheran Church, 33rd and Pillsbury

Who:  Children 4 years-completed 6th grade, and volunteers

What:  Day Camp led by Luther Crest Bible Camp  (near Alexandria) staff and afternoon special programs.  The week will include:  bible study, activities, arts and crafts, worship, music, cooking, serving (quilting, flower planting, litter pick up), swimming, and an off site excursion.

Theme:  Filled with Joy

How:  Brochures and registration available at church

Cost:  $10 per child per week, scholarships available and donations welcome

Participating churches: Zion, Salem, Lyndale UCC, Calvary Lutheran, Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Little Flock Independent Baptist

How can you be involved?  

•Register your kids and invite others.  Registration forms available. 

•Volunteer for part of a day, provide snacks, or help make lunch.

•Provide housing for 2 or more of the camp counselors.

•Donations to support the camp, including money or food.  

WHAT ARE THE PLANS FOR YOUTH MINISTRY?  
On May 23 we will offer our thanks and say our good byes to Youth Minister Erin Davis.  

Erin has blessed Salem and Lyndale for more than 1 1/2 years.  The Youth Advisory is working on plans for what comes next.  Options include collaborations with others and a program that includes youth ministry as well as children’s ministry.  A new shared staff person will be in place no earlier than the fall.  Over the summer, youth activities and a retreat will be planned.  Watch for it.  There is a strong commitment to continuing youth ministry and nurturing our youth.  Question or concerns?  Talk with Sarah Kuhnen. 
MAY BIRTHDAYS
5/2
Paul Vigoren

5/7
Janet Stark

5/16
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan

5/16
Audrey Fetzer
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