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BREATHING IN THE WILDERNESS
Don Portwood

This month we finish one complete year in the wilderness of Intermedia Arts.  And we find ourselves in the wilderness of lent at the same time.  

We received good news on February 16th when the Community Development Committee of the City Council voted to give Brighton $981,743 for the affordable housing part of the project.  The money comes from the cities Affordable Housing Trust Fund. This still leaves a $4-500,000 gap on that side of the project that Brighton is trying to fill.

The Design Team has begun working with Watson-Forsberg and we are getting a clearer look at numbers for the ministry center.  It’s requiring continued designing and cutting to try and get the budget down to one the two churches can afford.  Please keep the dream for a sustainable ministry center for Lyndale and Salem in your prayers this month.

The first Sunday in Lent I preached about Jesus 40 days in the wilderness and the testing and temptations/shadow and buttons he must have worked on those 40 days of fasting and silence.  I ended by saying, “as we worship in the wilderness, I invite you to practice being “equanamous in the wilderness”.  Start by practicing 20 minutes a day of silence.  Experience what you experience with equanimity, finding your breath as a way to deal with your shadow, your demons, our buttons.  (If you want a copy of the entire sermon, with definitions of equanamous and equanimity, call or email the church office.)   


DIAGNOSTICS TEAM REPORT

BethAnne Nelson

Can You See It? The Visioning Team is still moving and we are starting to see elements of its process take bloom.  They may be only little buds and seedlings now, but I believe that our congregational garden is growing and will continue to blossom.  

As a Diagnostic Team, we are taking an in-depth look at “who” Lyndale is right now.  For example, where do we all live?  A Pin Map of the household locations of the people who attend Lyndale will be on display beginning February 21st.  Take a look to find yourself and also to see where our congregation comes from.  Is it as you expected or does it paint a different picture?  What does it make you think of?  Let any one of the Diagnostics Team know: Pam Meyerhoff, Sarah Hanna, Ande Lawrence, Fred Smith, or myself.  Or have a conversation with another Lyndale attendee.  Thinking and talking and listening are all a part of growth…even in a garden, plants that are spoken or sung to grow stronger.
SURVEY UPDATE

First and foremost, thanks to all who completed the Lyndale member survey. More than fifty surveys were completed! Thanks to your overwhelming response, we will have a diversity of viewpoints represented in the survey results. In the coming weeks, the vision team will share those survey results with you. In addition, we hope that you will share your insights in the next phase of the visioning process, when discussion groups are held this spring.

The survey team decided not to extend the deadline beyond February 28because there isn't a need to do so. Let me know if you need any additional information about the survey.
ADULT EDUCATION
March 7, 14 and 21 Larry Pray continues leading a discussion of his book, The Leading Causes of Life, in the front room of the Egg and I Restaurant.  March 28 Janet Skidmore will lead the adult class in a life practice of play, starting at 9:30 a.m. in the pit section of the gallery.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SS/CE COMMITTEE UPDATE
Kathy Hayden chair

 Sunday School and CE committee Update

Chair: Kathy Hayden

Our annual Polar Bear Picnic at Lowry Nature Center had a total of 15 family and friends enjoying Minnesota winter fun. Corinn Sievwright said she "liked the ice golf better this year because of the obstacles and challenges. Hole 6 was really long". She thought the kick sledding was harder because the lake ice was very slippery. Fili seemed 

to charm her sister, Michael Vanderford and myself into pushing her around the lake on the kick sled. She did not like the down hill sledding with her big sister Luna. Amanda Miller and Cassie Sievwright both loved going backwards and flying down the hill on their sled. Keegan Conlee was sad there was no ice castle. He enjoyed kick sledding, snow shoeing, and playing ice golf with Cassie. Katie Lien and her mom, Nancy seemed to enjoy kick sledding and snow shoeing. Hope to see Katie at more youth activities.

Feed My Starving Children service project was will attended by 29 Salem and Lyndale children, youth and adults. We packed 69 boxes with enough meals to feed 41 children for a whole year. Emily Miller enjoyed working with her parents, aunt, and younger sister. 

She wants everyone to know "you should go with the church group". I saw lots of smiles and pride in her eyes knowing she would make a difference in other children's 

lives. Her younger sister Amanda said "we got a lot done!" She scoped the ingredients, held the bag to the funnel, and packed the bags into the boxes. She would like to do it again. Corinn "said It was fun and found opening the bags challenging". I can echo the bag challenge. She loved shouting BINGO when the bag 

weighed 390. It was truly an intergenerational family affair with her grandpa, dad, and aunt. Her younger sister, Cassie and aunt visited them to encourage them and say hello. Keegan thought it was fun. He said "if you work hard you can get a lot of boxes done and feel good". He would like to be able to feed 100 children. Keegan request we do it more often. They have a big need during the summer. Stay tuned. The children want to 

THANK everyone for buying cards and candy so they can give to FMSC.

March 21st Sunday we will share a light lunch followed by family folk dancing being led by Robin Nelson. The duration of dancing will be from noon to 1:30pm. All are welcome to 

learn, play, laugh, and move together.

The children are exploring and reading about Holy Week and Easter from Matthew 21:1-11; 27:32-66; and 28:1-10. When Jesus traveled to Jerusalem, the city was bursting at the seams with Jews from all over the world. They had come to the holy city to observe and celebrate the Passover. The Passover is the great feast in which Jews recall how God delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt and led them through the wilderness into the 

Promised Land. Family prayer is ... Thank you, Jesus, for giving your life for us. Thank you, God, for always being able to work for good, even in the midst of events that look so horrible and frightening. AMEN.

A big THANK YOU to Jane McBride for teaching the 7-8 year olds. Thank you to Kathy Sievwright and Sandy Block for your hard work on the SS/CE committee over the past few 

years. We welcome and look forward to Sheena Dean and Deb Geelsdottir in joining the SS/CE committee.

SIMPSON NEWS

We Continue On, As Best We Can

Robert Frame

Theresa Herman took a very well-deserved break from serving dinner at Simpson Men's Shelter on Thursday, Feb. 4. (A repeat of my thanks, Theresa, for all those months of doing this without me at Simpson. And a belated thanks to all those volunteers all those months!) Despite the initial looks of confusion and dawning horror on volunteers' faces when they realized it was just Robert "in charge," they rallied predictably and admirably to make the entire night come off without a hitch. They made sure nothing got forgotten and everything was ready on time, even with the "Boss" taking a breather.

So, big thanks to Melia and Jessica Derrick, Jessica's friend Sam Starkey, 

Holly Dowds, first-timer BethAnne Nelson, Nora Tisel Farley and Betty 

Tisel, and the ever-stalwart Scott Peterson, Dan Reyelts, and Donna Limbeck Reyelts. In March the stalwarts will be joined by youth and affiliated adults from the Youth Group. So watch for an email to sign up when we serve on April Fools Day, April 1. No really, April 1.

APRIL LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Friday, March 19th 
GATHER, SHARE STORIES, SHARE FOOD: 
Being Part of 11:30 Coffee Hour Rotation
Michael Vanderford

From Old and New Testaments, from across Christian traditions, from across spiritual practices, people in spiritual communities have a common practice. We gather together, we tell our stories, and we share food. In our partnership with Salem, Lyndale is part of the tradition of gathering and telling our stories on Sunday mornings, and we like to stay around after worship service sharing our stories a little more while sharing a little food. We have had to formalize a little this fellowship food sharing with Salem, to make it work a little better. The result: Salem does the 9:30 AM coffee hour, and we (Lyndale) are responsible for the 11:30 coffee hour.

The problem is that Lyndale’s tradition (of a loose approach of having coffee hour hour with juice, coffee, cookies, bagels and fruit,  only when someone signs up and remembers) sometimes leaves us in the lurch in holding up our end of the bargain with Salem. Now, Salem is really big on coffee hour! And they are really open to us sharing in their 9:30 coffee hour refreshments, so long as we reciprocate by providing an 11:30 coffee hour. So to make our relatively new spiritual family relationship work a little more smoothly, we (Lyndale) are going to try a less loose approach to our 11:30 coffee hour.

We are going to collect a list of folks who are willing to be a part of a coffee hour rotation list, then, we will make up an Sunday assignment rotation list from the volunteers, which will be distributed to all the volunteers. Then, Karn (Church Administrator), or a member of the Congregational Life Committee (CLC), will call you the week you are assigned, to confirm your plans to provide the coffee hour. 

If you cannot make the week you are assigned we will ask that you get on the phone and find someone else on the list with which to trade dates; and then call Karn or the CLC contact back to let them know who is doing this week, and when you are doing your postponed date.

We will try this for a few months to see if we can be a little more responsible family member with Salem. 

So, in the next few weeks, please see, or phone (827-3014), or e-mail (vandeema@att.net) Michael Vanderford to add your name to the coffee hour rotation list. By mid March, we will e-mail or “Postal Service” the rotation list with date assignments to you. You can also add your name to the clip-board sign-up in the cafe space. Remember, Anita VanderPloeg has developed a step-by-step, how-to-do-it, coffee-hour procedures sheet, and has taped it to the wall in the Intermedia Arts kitchen. Even I have figured out how to make coffee in the big pots with Anita’s “coffee hour for dummies” sheet!


MARCH CALENDAR
Monday, March 1

7:00 p.m.  Stewardship Council

Wednesday, March 3
6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter

7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal at Mary Lewis' house, 4705 Lyndale Ave. S. and sing on Sunday, March 7..

Thursday, March 4

9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship at Audrey’s.
7:00 p.m.  Congregational Life at IA
Sunday, March 7

9:15 a.m. CE for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship with communion, in the gallery.

Tuesday, March 9

7:00 p.m. Partnership Team meeting at Paul Wharton’s.
Wednesday, March 10

7:00 p.m.  Survey Team at Eila’s.

Sunday, March 14

9:15 a.m. CE for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m.  2nd Sunday Silence Practice

Thursday, March 18

9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship at Audrey’s. 

Friday, March 19

Deadline for April newsletter

Sunday, March 21

9:15 a.m. CE for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship
Noon – 1:30 p.m.  Family Folk Dance in the Theater space
Sunday, March 28

9:15 a.m. CE for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship, Palm/Passion Sunday

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
By Elly Wagner

I’m writing this from Florida, where they are complaining because it is only going to get into the sixties today, but I am enjoying the respite from the Minnesota winter and visiting with my brother and sister-in-law.  Hopefully I’ll soak up enough warmth to get 

me through the rest of the cold up north before spring arrives and I can start gardening again.

Being in Florida I had to miss Mindy Eschedor’s performance in the concert, “Winter Light:  Music to Warm the Heart and Lighten the Spirit in the Deep Cold” which featured Beethoven and Brahms “at their sunniest for the short days of a Minnesota midwinter.”  Of course we know what a wonderful musician Mindy is, but it would have been great to have another chance to hear her play piano with several other performers at MacPhail.  I hope 

a lot of people from Lyndale were able to get there.

I’m a little belated with congratulations on the new grandson Emmanuel born to Mary Martin’s daughter and son-in-law.  Mary was able to be there for the birth even though Emmanuel took his time, arriving on the scene quite awhile after his official due date, and Fred held down the fort at home while Mary was out east.  Mary says all went well with the birth, and of course he is gorgeous! We wish the best to the whole family and look forward to seeing pictures of Emmanuel from the proud grandparents.

It was a special occasion to have Holly Dowds’ son Alex Dowds worshipping with us in church a few weeks ago before he left for his second tour of duty in Afghanistan.  He was in the states for several years between tours getting some special training but now is back in the same place as before, north of Kabul, and Holly says he really believes what 

he is doing is part of his personal commitment to work for peace.  Alex got married in December to his wife Sarah in Roanoke, Virginia, but she is here in Minnesota, so Holly 

can have part of the family here for now.  We will keep the whole family in our prayers during this challenging time and pray for Alex’s safe return.

We welcome Anita and Dan Vanderploeg back from their fantastic trip “down under.”  They 

have been planning this trip for a couple years and used it as a way of celebrating their fiftieth wedding anniversary a little early. (That’s coming up in September.)  On their 

trip they spent a month traveling in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji Islands, and New Caledonia.  They both enjoyed it immensely and Dan said it was like being kids in a kindergarten going on a field trip!  We’re so pleased they could make this wonderful trip and we’ll hope to hear more about it from them.  Got any pictures to share, Dan and 

Anita?

We have lots of prayers for Luis Alvarenga and Loren McGrail as they both look for work, but we also have special wishes for Luis as he plans a trip from March 28 to April 14th when he is going to El Salvador and Honduras.  He is going on invitation from Chris Smite as part of a theology of empowerment program for which they will be producing a film to 

document the coup d’etat in Honduras.  Luis will also be going to San Salvador to spend some time with his father.  There will be opportunity to lend assistance to him in this endeavor financially as well as with our good wishes.  Stay tuned.

I hope some of you were able to go to Janet Skidmore’s performance of Sequenza III, which she staged as a frantic late night telephone conversation, as part of “The Rabbit Show: Outrageous,” at the Bryant Lake Bowl.  I’m sure it went well and we congratulate Janet on her continuing sharing of her talent.

If you haven’t gotten to the Minneapolis Institute of Arts to see the “Foot in the Door 4” exhibit of Minnesota artists, you still have plenty of time, as it will be there until June 13th.  It is open to any Minnesota artist who can submit a piece that will fit into a space 12 by 12 by 12 inches, and two Lyndalians , Eila Savela and me, Elly Wagner, have pieces being displayed with the almost 5000 other pieces, so you may have to look hard to find them!  Eila’s piece is a painting done just for the exhibit entitled “Forbidden 

Fruit” that depicts a hand reaching for clusters of crab apples, a scene that was inspired by a tree in the Peace Garden at Lake Harriet.  My piece is a photograph of a light house in the Florida Keys, entitled, “A Sunny Day in the Keys.”  Hope you’ll get there and see all the great talent in our state.

A special note of celebration to the Sunday School kids for their project of helping pack meals for Feed My Starving Children.  They packed an amazing number of meals that will 

help hungry people in Haiti as well as other areas of need.  They also made cards to sell along with selling candy to have money to donate as well.  Good going, kids! 
Kris Maul and Bethany Snyder are overjoyed to announce they are expecting a new addition to their family! Bethany is pregnant and baby is due in early October. Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers as she is battling morning (and evening) sickness.
I imagine many of you received the recent New Year’s letter and card from Lois Koyama and her son, remembering Ko Koyama’s passing on March 25th, 2009.  It was touching to get a last photo honoring him, and I was especially struck by the quote by Ko that was included in the letter and would like to share it with you in case you didn’t get the letter.  He said, “Thoughts should be soft.  Soft thoughts start by embracing relationships first.”  

I treasure the relationships I have with people at Lyndale Church and want to close by saying I hope you are having soft thoughts and are embracing relationships in your life.

Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
YOUTH GROUP

Erin Davis

Happy New Y... wait a second... It's already March! And March is a busy month for us. But to start off with, let's recap the amazing month that was February. The first Sunday in 

February we participated in an initiative called SOUPer Bowl Sunday. The youth group stars that day, Quinn and Ian, made signs, banged pots, and collected more than $600 in donations from the three services. To those congregations, we shout THANK YOU! Your donations were sent to both ELCA and UCC disaster relief to be used in Haiti. Amen.

In addition, we, alongside the Sunday school kids and members of both congregations, served at Feed My Starving Children. We packed a TON of meals, and had sore feet and full 

hearts. To all involved, we say BRAVO! A great turnout, a great effort, a great cause.

Finally, we all pitched in to play with lots and lots of little ones at Families Moving Forward. It was an adventure. But it was wonderful. Thanks to those who could make it.

Now for March. First up? The youth group will be serving at Simpson Men's Shelter right away on Wednesday, March 3. Parents are invited to stay and help. Many hands make light work!

Later in the month, March 26-27, we'll be participating in a 30-Hour Famine with the youth group from Parkway United Church of Christ in north Minneapolis. We're excited for this partnership and to meet some new friends. Stay tuned for more ways you can help.

And last but not least, we need your kitchen! We're making cinnamon rolls and providing fruit once again to celebrate Easter! But we need a kitchen with mixers and a very high 

mess-tolerance level. Stop Erin after church if you think you could take on this challenge. We're planning to mix, knead, and let rise on Saturday, April 3 from 1 till it's done. We'd love your help.

FLOWERS  ANYONE?












FLOWERS ANYONE?

Elly Wagner

As many people know, I have enjoyed bringing flowers for our communion table for quite awhile.  I wanted to make sure people know they are welcome to take a turn at bringing flowers if they wish, and I am going to be gone the last three Sundays in April, so if there is anyone who wants to bring flowers on those specific Sundays (or any others), let me know.  Ever since we started sharing with Salem I have tried to bring flowers for their communion table, too, so that is also an option for Lyndale people.  
Since we won't be having flower offerings for Easter, if anyone wants to bring flowers on any Sundays in honor of or in memory of someone, a short note could be included in the bulletin to that effect.  I'll be glad to coordinate it and continue to bring flowers when no one volunteers, but I also want to give others the  opportunity to either buy flowers or bring them from their gardens once our gardens are growing again!
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

3./4
Emily Resseger

3/5
Rebecca Voekel

3/9
Jessica Derrick

3/11
Teri Homan

3/12
Rick Shatek

3/14
Ann Barten

3/15
Katie Lein

3/20
Doug Malchow

3/22
John Edberg


Emily Miller

3/23
Nora Tisel Farley

3/28
Glenn Crown

3/30
Mindy Eschedor

Families Moving Forward helps homeless families get back on their feet.

A big thank you to everyone who participated in Lyndale’s host week February 21st  to Feb. 28th.  Three single moms along with their children were loved, fed and supported throughout this week.  One 5 yr. old celebrated her birthday with a special Hannah Montana cake with lots of decorations and colored icing.  One 8 yr. old boy learned how to operate a marionette.  Six toddlers practiced riding scooters and building towers. One night a high school volunteer from Spirit of the Lakes put on a stilt walking show. 

Families enjoyed a roast beef dinner on Sunday, pizza on Mon., southern home cooking (chicken, greens, corn bread) on Tues., a Lenten dinner with Union folks on Wed., ham dinner on Thurs., spaghetti on Fri. (prepared by Faith volunteers), and meatloaf on Sat. (prepared by Faith volunteers).  Thanks so much for all our cooks (Diane and Kerri Peterson, Lona Dallessandro, Sarah 

Schwartz, Patsy Parker (Spirit of the Lakes), Darrell and David Knosalla (Mary V’s brother-in-law), Robert Frame, Elly Wagner, Rhiannon Williams.  Thanks for those who 

lovingly watched over the children after dinner til 8:30pm:  Erin Davis and four wonderful teenagers from the Youth Group, Michael Vanderford, Kathy Hayden, Holly Dowds, Kathryn Lee, April and Keegan Conlee, Janet Skidmore, Vicki Keck, Rhiannon Williams, 

Nancy Homdrom and daughter.  Thanks for our overnight hosts:  Kathy Hayden, Fred Kuhnen, 

Sarah Hanna, Glenn Crown, Kris and Carol Johnson and Paul Thuras.  Thanks, too, to Lyndale’s coordinating team:  Darla Baker, Nancy Homdrom, and Mary Vanderford.  This ministry is a joint endeavor with the support of many volunteers from Spirit of the Lakes 

UCC and Faith Mennonite Church.

Our next, and last, host week is  September 5th to September 12th, 2010.
ACTIVISTS LAUNCH THE 15TH ANNUAL

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION

Inspire. Act. Change! Saturday, March 6, 2010

8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Coffman Memorial Union at the University of Minnesota

Free and open to the public

Keynote speaker: Leymah Gbowee

Founder and Executive Director, Women Peace and Security Network-Africa Liberian Peace Activist Featured in the Award-winning Film “Pray the Devil Back to Hell”
· Workshops on women's human rights issues
· Film screenings, visual arts, arts and crafts vendors
· Performances by drumHeart and Twin Cities Women’s Choir
· Information tables from over 65 co-sponsoring organizations

http://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/International_Womens_Day_Celebration.html
TECH-SAVVY OUTREACH: 
New UCC commercial set to 'spiral' on April 16

The United Church of Christ will launch its next "God is Still Speaking" commercial on April 16, utilizing the church's best broadcasting arsenal: its own 

members.

"Yes, a new Stillspeaking ad is coming," says the Rev. Felix Carrion, coordinator of the UCC's Stillspeaking Ministry, "and what makes this debut so significant is that we are counting on the moxy of our million-plus supporters to spiral 

this viral message around the world."

"We're asking people to set aside that morning — April 16 — for unparalleled texting, Twittering, Facebooking and emailing of this new spot," he says.

Called "Language of God," the 60-second video message is being produced by Think Media, a national advertising firm known for its edgy, innovative video work. Its household-name clients include the Cleveland Cavaliers, the Cleveland Clinic, Progressive Insurance and Nestle, among others.

The new message will be kept under close wraps until introduced at 9 a.m. (ET) sharp on launch day via email, Facebook and ucc.org. A 30-second version of the commercial will also available for churches that want to purchase air time on local TV stations.

Carrion says the new message will explore and unpack the UCC's "God is Still Speaking" phrase in evocative ways. "It has to be an engaging, 

thought-provoking message if it's going to catch on virally," he insists. 

"We're coming out with something that will invite people to take a new look at God and pique their curiosity about the UCC."

"The power of this roll-out will be our coordinated, yet spontaneous launch," says the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, the UCC's director of communications. "We realize this approach is risky, but it's also fun, innovative and different. From this point on, 'April 16' needs to become a common refrain in our churches and among our people."

Success, Guess says, will depend on broad buy-in.

"Even if we can enlist our committed core on Facebook, this Stillspeaking message will reach 2,000,000 viewers in seconds," he says. "That doesn't count the tweets, texts and emails that every UCC member can utilize to pass this message along.  We're asking people to become tech-savvy evangelists.

The UCC also plans to purchase targeted ads — touting the video message — on Facebook and the most widely trafficked blogs.

 "Marketing data now shows that our target audience is now more likely to be found sitting in front of a computer screen instead of a TV screen," Guess says. "Just as we found it important to take to TV in 2004 and 2005, we're taking to the internet on April 16 like no denomination has ever done before."
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN CALLING ON PRESIDENT OBAMA TO PUT AN END TO THE EXPANSION OF THE U.S. IMMIGRATION DETENTION SYSTEM 
What:  
Faith Action and Vigil
Who: Interfaith Coalition on Immigration
When:   Sunday March 7,2010  

2:30-3:00 PM
Where: Ramsey County Adult Detention Center
425 Grove Street, St. Paul
Over 100 people are expected to participate in the Interfaith Coalition on Immigration’s monthly Faith Action. In March we join in solidarity with the Detention Watch Network and activists across the country as they launch the national campaign “Dignity, Not Detention: Preserving Human Rights and Restoring Justice” which calls for an end to detention expansion nationally.
Immigrants in the U.S. are detained in a secretive web of over 350 private, federal, state, and local jails and prisons, at an annual cost of $1.7 billion to taxpayers. Over eighty percent of detained immigrants go through the immigration system with no lawyer. 
On the first Sunday of every month people come to gather outside the door of the Ramsey County Adult Detention Center to pray, to sing, to call for an end to raids, mandatory detentions, and due process under the law. We pray for those being detained and their families, and the guards, and our lawmakers. In addition to our prayers for justice, we are beginning to explore ways to offer support to the detainees inside through a Visitation Project and to the families through supportive counseling and Know Your Rights information.
Each month a different faith community and/or secular organization sponsors the Sunday. The March 7th Faith Action is being sponsored by the Resource Center of the Americas and the following area Lutheran Churches: Edina Community Lutheran Church, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, and El Milagro Lutheran Church. Our ongoing sponsors include Jewish Community Action, The Advocate for Human Rights, The Task Force on Immigration of the MN UCC Conference, St. Luke Presbyterian Church, and the Justice Commission of the Sisters of St. Joseph. In addition to these religious and faith based groups, community nonprofits, and national human rights organizations, we welcome all community members who want the Obama administration to take immediate action to prevent human rights abuses in U.S. detention facilities and to put in an end to the arbitrary detention of more than 300,000 immigrants each year. The event is open to the public. 
Coordinated actions in support of the campaign will take place on February 25th across the country in cities including Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Phoenix, and San Antonio. 
The Interfaith Coalition on Immigration is an ad hoc coalition of faith, spiritual, and community activists committed to creating a positive climate of welcome for asylum seekers and immigrants. We are local partners of the national Interfaith immigration Coalition (www.interfaithimmigration.org) and the Detention Watch Network (www.detentionwatchnetwork.org).
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