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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Don Portwood
Something’s Coming

I found myself singing this song Tony sang early on in the Broadway Play, West Side Story.  It’s a song of anticipation.  As I began thinking before Christmas about what to write for the January newsletter, this song popped in my head.  Waiting to hear from the City and State about funding for the affordable housing part of the project, I’ve suppressed the anticipation that popped out with this song.  I’ve “played” with the words to make it more applicable.  You’ll see where.
Could be?
Who knows?
There's something due any day
I/We will know, right away
Soon as it shows
It may come cannonballing down
Through the sky
Gleam in its eye, bright as rose
Who knows?
It's only just out of reach
Down the block, on the beach
Under a tree
I/We got a feeling there's a miracle due
Gonna come true, comin' to me/we(us)
Could it be, yes it could
Something's comin', something good
If I/we can wait
Something's comin'
I/We don't know what it is
But it is gonna be great

With a click, with a shock
Phone'll jingle, door will knock
Open the latch
Something's comin'
Don't know when
But it's soon
Catch the moon
One handed catch
Around the corner
Or whistlin' down the river
Come on, deliver to me/we(us)
Will it be, yes it will
Maybe just by holding still
It'll be there
Come on, something
Come on in
Don't be shy/long
Meet a guy/cong
Pull up a chair
The air is humming
And something great is coming
I/We feel like drumming
And something great is coming
Who knows?
It's only just out of reach
Down the block, on a beach
Maybe tonight/this month
Maybe tonight/this month
Maybe tonight/this month
We’re due to hear mid-January whether the gap for the affordable housing project will be feared by city and state monies.  If, as expected, Brighton is promised the money, the project will go forward.  Brighton would close sometime in the spring on Salem’s property.  Lyndale and Salem would complete negotiates so both owned the 1904 sanctuary and demolition and renovations would begin.  The dream long worked toward would begin to become a reality.  More monies would be raised by Lyndale to “buy into” the project.  The work of the design team would begin to bear fruit and a multitude of decisions would  commence.
And if the monies to Brighton didn’t come forth?  The project would most likely unravel.  The partnership team has discussed that scenario, but it would mean staying at InterMedia Arts until something else was worked out.  It’s a bridge we wouldn’t cross unless it was necessary.

Whatever happens, Lyndale will be involved in a strategic planning/visioning process led by David Stark.  Co-chairs Sam Goodrich and Diane Peterson will guide the team from Lyndale.  Whatever building issues we’re in the midst of, the congregation will also be deeply involved at looking at what makes us unique: our vision, mission, capabilities and how we want to move together where ever we are into God’s amazing future. 

It is an exciting time to be a part of Lyndale United Church of Christ.
We got a feeling there's a miracle due
Gonna come true, comin' to you
Could it be, yes it could
Something's comin', something good
If  we can wait
Something's comin'
We don't know what it is
But it is gonna be great
NO HUMAN BEING IS ILLEGAL:

MOBILIZING FOR HUMANE AND JUST IMMIGRATION REFORM

Loren McGrail

-Explore the faith foundations of immigration reform 

-Mobilize in support of humane and just immigration reform

with Noted Liberation Theologian 

Dr.Miguel De La Torre, author of Trails of Hope and Terror: Testimonies on Immigration and the Director of the Peace and Justice Institute at Illiff Seminary in Colorado

January 30

Keynote: Dr. Miguel De La Torre, 7:00-9:00 PM (synagogue in Twin Cities TBA)

January 31

Interfaith Service at 10:30 AM

Lunch follows (donation requested) 

Community Forum 1:00-5:00 PM 

(With elected officials, workshops)

St. Luke Presbyterian Church

3121 Groveland School Road

Minnetonka, MN 55391-2877

(952) 473-7378

Sponsors 

Interfaith Coalition on Immigration; Jewish Community Action

Macalester-Plymouth Peacemakers; Minnesota Da’wah Institute

Resource Center of the Americas; St. Luke Presbyterian Church

Task Force on Immigration MN UCC Conference. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

To support this event with with a donation, contact: Rev. Loren McGrail, interfaithcoalition@gmail.com 

Checks should be made out and mailed to Jewish Community Action with memo: Community Forum on Immigration. Mail donations to:  

Jewish Community Action

2375 University Avenue West

St Paul, MN 55114-8755

A DECLARATION OF EMANCIPATION

Mary Martin

On December 6, fourteen of us from Lyndale along with over three hundred other members and allies of Asamblea de Los Derechos Civiles (The Assembly for Civil Rights) gathered at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in South Minneapolis.  One of the main purposes of the rally was to publicly read a declaration of emancipation.  Leaders of Asamblea offered this statement as the context or framework in which they believe immigration reform should be discussed.  Evaluating the gathering, we agreed that it was an historic and moving experience.  Here is the text of the statement read that day:

Declaration of Emancipation

of Asamblea de Los Derechos Civiles

Through this document we want to proclaim the thoughts of a people about something that is now already old, which is beyond justice.  It is our destiny.  Many civilizations have pursued it in many parts of the world, whether in Europe, Asia, Africa or the Americas, under events occurring in different eras and circumstances, like the famous Exodus from Egypt or the infamous slavery in the Americas.  In all these examples there was always something in common: racism, social class, and national origin which drove evil systems to oppress women, children and men.  People, communities and entire societies have lived in hunger for freedom and dreamed of peace with justice in the form of an emancipation that would recognize their sacred humanity, introducing them to  a place in society with the same rights and responsibilities as everyone else.

Emancipation is a cycle that is part of human nature that invites the people to purify themselves to ensure the well being of their future generations when everyone will have the power to live free and in peace as productive members of society without fear of tyranny.

We live in a new millennium and the cycle of emancipation will repeat itself against an evil that has been globalized with great sophistication making us slaves to injustice.  As in other times, today we have women, we have children, we have men who are part of a people, a community that thirsts for liberty.  We also dream of the peace and justice of emancipation that recognizes our sacred humanity and gives us more strength to continue rejecting immoral systems that attempt to rob our dignity, peace and souls, attacking individuals physically, mentally and spiritually, condemning them as less than human.

Our emancipation isn’t just a path, it is our destiny, which we neither can nor want to escape.  It united us in the past, it strengthens us in the present and it will liberate us in the future.

Our emancipation will not come easy, but as we remember history, light will conquer the darkness.  Our destiny will overcome injustice and that is why we proclaim that:

“Emancipation is the transformation of community, society and the system for the liberation of immigrant people, a people in struggle.”

RITUAL SUNDAY:  JANUARY 3

One of the favorite services of many Lyndale people is the service of rituals. We’ll celebrate it on Sunday, January 3rd at 10:30 a.m.  
After a brief opening, the congregation will have the option of experiencing any or all rituals:

1)  Shredding a piece of paper with words and phrases concerning things you want to release and let go of from 2009.

2) Remembering your own baptism. Pick up a shell as a reminder of the new beginnings. 
3)  Offering a candlelit prayer for self/others/the world at the communion table

4)  Receiving prayers and anointing with oil for healing at the stations

5)  Receiving communion together at the stations.
126th ANNUAL MEETING OF LYNDALE CHURCH
Michael Vanderford, Moderator

The 126th Annual Meeting of the congregation is Sunday, January 31st, following a joint worship with Salem Church and a light lunch.  
In addition to the normal actions of electing officers and approving the budget, there may be additional actions the Stewardship Council is recommending to the Congregation for approval and discussion around the development (which we should know about by then.) 

Please plan on being a part of this important congregational meeting on the 31st.

ADULT CLASS IN JANUARY
January 10, 17, & 24  Antone Meiux from Salem and Luis Alvarenga from Lyndale lead a discussion on Feminine Womanist and Latina Theology.  This is a follow up to the classes Antone led on Black Liberation Theology.

The adult class meets in the front room of The Egg and I restaurant, just south of InterMedia Arts.  Coffee and Breakfast can be ordered.   Please join us for these enlightening discussions.
ACTIVISTAS TO MEET 

Fred Smith
Boldly breaking with the precedent of trying to cram much too much into too little time, the next meeting of the activists includes a sandwich lunch that will enable us to meet after worship January 24th until 1 p.m.  As of this writing, December 15th, our agenda includes: 

+  how we might better address our anti-racism commitments

+ what’s happening with the Workers’ Interfaith Network and the Employee Free Choice Act?

+ what is the status of the campaigns of the Workers’ Center to organize retail cleaning personnel and to counter what ICE is doing?

+ what’s happening with the immigration reform bills in Congress?

+ what Asamblea is doing.

Any and all are welcome to attend and encouraged to participate.  Save the date January 24th after worship.
JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS

1/1
Roseann Lloyd

1/11
Vicki Keck

1/16
Grace Cordahl

1/22
Trish Bruxvoort-Colligan

1/22
Serena Schraeder

1/23
Janet Skidmore

1/24
Joyce Battcher-Malchow

1/25
Pam Meyerhoff

JANUARY CALENDAR

Sunday, January 3
9:15 a.m.  NO Christian Ed. 

10:30 a.m.  Service of Rituals
5:00 p.m.  Design Team at IA

Tuesday, January 5

5:00 p.m.  Partnering Team at IA

Wednesday, January 6

6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter

Thursday, January 7
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship

Sunday, January 10

9:15 a.m.  Christian Ed. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship 
Wednesday, January 13

9:30 a.m. Whittier Faith Community Leaders network meeting at Simpson UMC

Sunday, January 17
9:15 a.m.  Christian Ed. 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:45 a.m.   Interplay for 30

Thursday, January 21
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship

Friday, January 22
Deadline for February newsletter
Sunday, January 24
9:15 a.m.  Christian Ed for all ages. 

10:30 a.m. Worship

Sunday, January 31

9:15 a.m.  No Christian Ed  

10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m.  Light Lunch

12:15 p.m.  Annual Meeting of Lyndale Church
REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner
 

I write this as I prepare to go to San Diego to spend Christmas with my son Keith, daughter-in-law Jennifer and granddaughter Tessa, so I expect to have lots of rejoicing and celebrating fro Christmas, although I will miss being at Lyndale for Christmas celebrations.  I hope your Christmas will be especially blessed and joyful.

 

Big congratulations go out to Mary Vanderford on her retirement, which started December 14th.  She wants to take it easy for awhile and catch up on things she has put off until she had more time, but she also has great plans to enjoy activities such as walking the dog, bird watching, and gardening.  We wish her well during the new stage of her life.

 

Congratulations also go out to two special performers in our congregation.  VickiJo Keck was part of Tellabration! 09 with storytelling at Open Book on November 28th in a segment entitled, “Stories We Can’t Forget!” Vicki’s stories are always enjoyable!

 

Also, Janet Skidmore performed as a member of the choir in Open Eye Figure Theatre’s Ninth Annual Holiday Pageant during December, which included trumpets and tricks, angels and devils, shepherds, and a little lamb, with a whole lot of magical puppetry and holiday cheer!  What an extravaganza!  Good going, Janet!

 

I also want to add my welcome to new members accepted into our congregation on December 13th: Beth Anne Nelson, Richard Pemberton, Larry Pray, and Marian Rue.  We are very glad to have each of you in our church! 

 

Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times.  Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

VISIONING TEAMS FORMING

Sam Goodrich and Diane Peterson have agreed to co-chair the Lyndale Visioning Process. If you are interested in helping to lead the Visioning Process, please contact Diane or Sam. Sam Goodrich (612/ 871-8523; sam.goodrich@thompsonreuters.com) and Diane Peterson (651/ 456-0181 ; sdkpeterson@msn.com)  Besides the overall team, there will be 4 work groups: 1) Survey – helps with survey and focus groups, 2) Diagnostics – demographics etc., 3) Communications – keeping the congregation informed, 4) Strategic Planning – leadership functions, ministry audits etc.  These will be short term commitments starting the beginning of the year.
SIMPSON DATES FOR 2010

January 6  

February 4

March 3

April 1

May 5

June 3

July 7

August 5

September 1

October 7

November 3

PLEDGES DUE

If you haven’t already, please get your pledge for 2010 into the church office. Pledge cards are on the table in the café space.  You can also email or call in your yearly pledge.  Last year we had 48 pledges totaling $121,561.  So far this year we have 53 pledges totaling $122,610. 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

Erin  Davis


The Christmas program was a success! I hope you were able to attend and enjoy it. Thanks to all who took part in preparing for and performing this fun play!

Now we're in the midst of planning for the second half of the year. What's on the docket? A few great things: 30 Hour Famine, Night on the Street, a Lock-In at Intermedia Arts, art projects, service projects, cinnamon rolls, and more. Do you have an idea for a youth group fun project or service project? Would you be willing to host a youth group event at your home? Let Erin know. You can email or call (salemlyndaleyouth@gmail.com or 612-991-1607). We're always seeking out new ways to connect with our church communities.

In addition, I'm excited to start working with the Youth Team more closely as we get this great cross-congregational group up people up and running!
30 MINUTES OF INTERPLAY

January 17, 15 minutes after worship ends, Janet Skidmore will lead interested people in some introductory InterPlay forms, specifically ones having to do with leaning and trusting one another.  If there is interest, we'll try this once a month.  Want to play a little?  Sign up on the table in the café space or be in touch with her at janetskidmore@yahoo.com.  

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

Friday, January 22
ANTIRACISM STUDY-DIALOGUE CIRCLES

Devote yourself to engaging key questions of our Christian context in the new year by joining an Antiracism Study-Dialogue Circle (ASDIC). ASDIC Circles are deeply relational in theology and practice.  Through highly interactive study and dialogue around a carefully constructed curriculum, participants build relationships of mutual 

understanding and empathy.  Circle members are equipped with knowledge, experiential insight, and deep-felt commitment to working together to dismantle the institutional and systemic racism embedded in their particular life contexts. 

The ASDIC Program is led by Herbert Perkins, Ph.D. (Cherokee Park United Church) and 

Margery Otto, J.D. (Mayflower Church), with skilled facilitators trained in ASDIC principles and methodology.

Choose from two different times and locations in the Twin Cities:

1.  Saturday mornings from 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. at Cherokee Park United Church in Saint Paul 

beginning February 20th and ending May 15th.  $150 suggested donation, with scholarships readily available. – FFI:  Rev. Dr. Tim Johnson   cpuc@usfamily.net   651-227-4275;

2.  Thursday afternoons from 1:30 to 4:45 p.m. at United Theological Seminary in New 

Brighton beginning February 8th and ending May 20th – FFI: Michelle Rodriguez,  mrodriguez
@unitedseminary.edu  651-255-6119; 

Funding for ASDIC Circles in Greater Minnesota is now available.  Contact ASDIC office at 

651-224-2728, or Herb Perkins at hperkins01@msn.com, or Margery Otto at motto@asdic-allian
ce.org for further information. 

ONE VOICE MIXED CHORUS PRESENTS:
 
UNsilenced.  GLBT and Jewish Voices of the Holocaust 
Saturday, January 30, 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, January 31, 3:30 p.m.
both performances at Hopkins High School Auditorium 
2400 Lindbergh Drive, Minnetonka 
Tickets ($25, $18, $10):  http://www.ovmc.org/ticket_orders.html 
Or, contact Lyndalian Allan Henden, baritone in One Voice, for tickets: 612-824-5793 or ajaj5520@msn.com.

The Nazis tried to silence them, but their stories and music live on. With music ranging from Berlin cabaret tunes and Gershwin to songs written in the camps, One Voice Mixed Chorus tells the story of the GLBT and Jewish communities in the Holocaust. Join us for a concert of hope and resistance, with guest choirs from Shir Tikvah and Bet Shalom synagogues and featuring Minnesota Orchestra cellist Janet Horvath. Photo displays provided by the Jean-Nickolaus Tretter GLBT Archive of the U of M Libraries.  

One Voice Mixed Chorus is Minnesota's gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and allies community chorus with a mission of "building community and creating social change by raising our voices in song."  Phone 651-298-1954   www.ovmc.org     info@ovmc.org
THE ACADEMY FOR VITAL CHRISTIANITY
What is the Academy for Vital Christianity? A chance to take seminary-level classes on religion and faith at a convenient time and place. 

The Academy, which offers short-term classes in churches around Minnesota, is a joint venture of United Theological Seminary in New Brighton and the Minnesota Conferences of the United Church of Christ and the United Methodist Church. Classes focus on such timeless issues as evil and suffering, understanding the Bible in contemporary terms, and sacred music and arts. Taught by United faculty members and regional experts, the 10-hour classes are offered evenings and weekends.

For more information, including class details and registration, go to http://www.unitedseminary.edu/CommunityPrograms/academy.asp or direct questions to Renee Flesner at 651.255.6138 or rflesner@unitedseminary.edu. 
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