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“Awakened by Angels on High”

The Christmas Eve meditation preached by Don Portwood at the first service at SpringHouse.

Anyone recognize the call to worship that I said in the dark?  It’s what we’ve been using all advent, adapted from Celtic liturgies by Phillip Newell.  Because we’ve been in such transition, I’ve been staying with one liturgical piece for a season and picked this one out for advent.  It was only as I was looking for a Christmas eve opening and thought about where we’d be that I realized how well this would work in a couple ways, one as we waited for the light of Christ to enter the world again and two, as we experienced the new showings of light in this first service in SpringHouse.

But then what to preach on tonight? And come up with enough of a sermon to have a sermon title a week and a half in advance, since we had to print up the Christmas Eve bulletins a week ago last Friday, before we packed up the office.  It was the advent Prayer of Invocation we’d been praying together that had a line in it I’d been waiting to preach on.

May the grace of advent stillness be ours.  

May the grace of the stars guidance be ours

May the grace of heaven’s vastness be ours

To renew our souls this day

To enlighten our dreams this night

To open our spirits to eternity

Until the angels on high awaken us

Until the morning angels awaken us.  

Until the angels on high awaken us until the morning angels awaken us.  

We don’t do a midnight mass that allows morning angels to awaken us. In fact, as I’m getting a little older, we moved our service up an hour so I could stay awake….so tonight the hope is that we are awaken by angels on high, or that the night angels awaken us.  

Waking up, got me thinking about shepherds in their fields abiding.  I imagined there were a number of shepherds abiding in their field and maybe one stayed awake, while the rest slept.  And all of a sudden those sleeping shepherds were awakened by a bright light as an angel stood in front of them.  Quaking in their sandals from fear the angel said, “Be not afraid”, and the rest is history.  Or is it?  History? Historical?  

I’ve read enough John Shelby Spong to know that most likely the only historical fact that Luke and Matthew record in their birth stories, is that Jesus was born.  Everything else is written for another purpose.  For instance, Spong calculates the number of descendents of David that might have been going to Bethlehem to register. First, there were 50 generations between David and Jesus. King David had many wives in his harem and produced many children, perhaps as many as 300. In 50 generations, there would be about 10 billion direct heirs of King David. Not only did no one keep such records in those days, but no governor in his right mind would undertake to order such a nonsensical decree. If all the direct heirs of King David had actually returned to Bethlehem, it would be no wonder that no room was available at the inn!

Then last week I got a cute email from someone that was passing on the story of a stray dog that wandered into someone’s nativity scene.  It crawled in the manger with baby Jesus and they found it asleep on him in the morning.  They got their camera and took a picture.  The moral of the story after the picture was: We should all have the good sense of this dog and curl up in Jesus' lap from time to time.

And I thought, what does that mean, curl up in Jesus lap, baby Jesus, the Spirit?  Baby Jesus is so safe and cuddly, that may be why we like him, cuz we do like babies, but if this birth from Luke and Epiphany story from Matthew is not real is there something else we’re suppose to learn?

The final piece of this years sermon puzzle came on line.  Occasionally, I see a polling question that you can fill out and check how other people voted.  And this poll came last week, “What’s your favorite Christmas movie?

a.  It’s a Wonderful Life,

b.  Love, Actually 

c.  Some other movie I’d never heard of.

This was a poll I had to think about.  I hadn’t seen “It’s a Wonderful Life” for a number of years and we own “Love Actually”, starring Hugh Grant, Emma Thompson, Liam Neeson, Colin Firth, Kiera Knightly and others.  Finally I voted….for Love Actually.  And that was the key that unlocked this year’s Christmas eve service.  For as Bishop Spong says, even if the writers of the Christmas story are pulling from other scriptures to come up with stories of the birth of Jesus, what was it about Jesus that caused people to write these stories? To take bits and pieces of Hebrew scriptures and weave them together into the stories that we know so well?

Love actually! Love coming into the world in a radical way in Jesus.  Love that has changed lives and nations and given hope and forgiveness, peace beyond understanding and transformation through the generations. Love actually! Radical, self giving, life changing love that seeks to transform ourselves and our world.  That’s important to know and remember, cuz God knows this world needs more love.  

With our move into SpringHouse last Wednesday and with First Christian joining us January 22nd, 3 churches sharing one building, you know we’re going to get many opportunities to practice love, compassion, forgiveness, being authentic community.  I mean, though the rooms were designed to be soundproof, they won’t be and there’s not enough parking right around the building for everyone and three churches sharing that shiny new kitchen.

My son Ben got together with a classmate yesterday.  She studied and does puppet making, including shadow puppets.  She’d just returned from a 10 month internship in China learning Chinese shadow puppets.  She said the first day, her teacher cut something out with little blades, very quickly and said, “Now you do it”.  And so she started cutting and after quite some time had something that sort of looked like what they had cut out.  She said, “Can you give me some clues how to do it better and faster?” And they said, “Go slow and practice”.  And whenever she asked for guidance they said, “Go slow and practice”.  

Christmas is about waking up to morning or evening angels telling us it’s about love actually and we’re given the opportunity over and over to practice that.

To wake up and behold good news of a great joy which will come to all the people, to you is born this day in the city of David, love actually, in the one, in you, in all the world.  Keep practicing: with your family, your friends, with people you don’t especially like or know at Lyndale Church…or Salem…or for sure First. Even Jesus says, with your enemies! Keep practicing…..cuz love actually is for the whole earth.    

RITUAL SUNDAY:  JANUARY 8

One of the favorite services of many Lyndale people is the service of rituals. We’ll celebrate it on Sunday, January 8th at 10:30 a.m.  
After a brief opening, the congregation will have the option of experiencing any or all rituals:

1)  Shredding a piece of paper with words and phrases concerning things you want to release and let go of from 2011.

2) Remembering the new creation you are becoming in 2012. Pick up a shell as a reminder of renewing waters. 
3)  Offering a candlelit prayer for self/others/the world at the communion table

4)  Receiving prayers and anointing with oil for healing at the stations

5)  Receiving communion together at the stations.
128th ANNUAL MEETING OF LYNDALE CHURCH
Michael Vanderford, Moderator

The 128th Annual Meeting of the congregation is Sunday, January 29th, following Lyndale worship, a light lunch and a short Joint Ministry Center Annual Meeting with First and Salem.  
In addition to the normal actions of electing officers and approving the budget, there are some constitutional changes the Stewardship Council is recommending to the Congregation for discussion and approval.  But no building decisions, just celebrating. 

Please plan on being a part of this important congregational meeting on the 29th.
SpringHouse and Greenleaf Apts OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, February 4th, 1 – 4 p.m.  an open house is being held to invite friends, neighbors and family to tour SpringHouse and Greenleaf apartments.  There will be music, food and speeches.  Mark your calendar.

WE’RE IN SpringHouse Ministry Center 

Don Portwood

Wednesday December 21st we moved the block from Intermedia Arts into SpringHouse. With all the volunteers and professional movers, it only took a couple hours.  There’s still a bit of finish work to be done and of  course items we’ve found and will find for the final punch list (doors that don’t quite shut or drag, paint that needs to be touched up), but it’s good to be in.  If you experience something that doesn’t work or isn’t finished, let Lyndale’s Building Reps know, Glenn Crown or Paul Vigoren.  

First Christian officially worships in the garden sanctuary on January 22nd.  They’re coming over for a New Years Day communion service following their worship on 1st Ave.  Their final worship on 1st Ave. is the 15th, after which they’ll process over (with cars and van).  

Don and Jen drew lots for the pastor’s office with two windows and Don was fortunate to get the office where he won’t have to put up with so much sun and bothersome light.  It’s the middle office between Salem’s and First’s, so as Geoffrey Black said in his blog in November, Lynale can be a bridge between the Lutherans and Disciples.

Lyndale’s first service on Christmas eve was attended by 65 people.  It sounded like 120.  The north sanctuary is lovely and alive and just needs a little color on the walls (and window).

All parking spaces around SpringHouse and Greenleaf are available until retail arrives in the Greenleaf building.  Eventually signs will go up showing the 8 spaces dedicated for SpringHouse.  On Sunday’s you can always park and walk from the Intermedia Arts lots or Trustone Financial.  We’ll be working out van pickup with First Christian’s van at the lot behind the Jungle theater as we determine the number of spaces we’ll need to rent.

Thanks to all the volunteers who moved “stuff” to First Church from garages, 4-plexes, storage units on Dec. 16th.  It will be “evaluated” there then moved to trash, sell or SpringHouse.  And thanks to the many volunteers who helped with the packing on the 19th, moving to the gallery space on the 20th and the final move on the 21st.  Many of you were at one or all of those moves.  On behalf of the people of Lyndale UCC and those of us with bad backs (and knees), THANK YOU!!!

We’re still slowly figuring out phone and security systems, but we’ll keep practicing until we get it.  One personal opinion, if you’ve read this far.  SpringHouse is so much better than I ever imagined.  Let me, the design team and council know what your reaction is too.    

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  AT 90%

Eila Savela 

December 28th, at this point in the capital campaign we have pledges of $361,500 or 90% of the $400,000 goal.  With a bridge loan from the Endowment Fund (we'll pay it back with 6% interest), we have enough to finish the renovations.  Pledges will be used to repay the bridge loan.  Any money raised on top of the renovations costs will be go into a building/maintenance fund for future building related costs. This will free up money for ministry.

Members continue to be visited and former members and friends will continue to be given the opportunity to participate in this miracle.  If you'd like to give using your credit card, you can go to razoo.com and in the upper right hand search box, type Lyndale United Church of Christ.  THANKS to all who have made this happen!!!

ADULT CLASS IN JANUARY
The adult class meets in the sunroom, the bright room in the new entrance at SpringHouse.  We’ll be rotating through different rooms to see what works for each congregation.  January 8th we’ll finish the dvd on “Forgiveness” by hearing Bishop Tutu. Jan 15th and 22nd TBA.  But you know it will be good (and light).  
ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL 

FOR LAWRENCE RICHARDSON

Former youth minister, Lawrence Richardson’s Ecclesiastical Council will be Tuesday January 10, 4:00 p.m. at Spirit of the Lakes/Minnehaha United Church of Christ (soon to be Living Table UCC) 4001 38th Ave. S.

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406

Member churches and ordained ministers of the Minnesota Conference United Church of Christ will engage in a period of examination to be followed by a vote on a motion that Lawrence T. Richardson be granted Privilege of Call in the United Church of Christ. Voting will be by all clergy with standing and lay delegates from a minimum of seven churches with standing in the same formula as prescribed for other voting meetings of the Conference.  

A light supper will be served following the Ecclesiastical Council. Delegates from churches and clergy of Conference are urged to attend. To

ensure a quorum for the council, please R.S.V.P. to the church at (612) 729-7556 or office@spiritucc.org. If you plan on having supper after the Ecclesiastical Council, please so indicate when you respond.

Lawrence graduated from The College of Saint Catherine and earned a Master of Arts in Religion at Liberty Theological Seminary. He was ordained by Full Truth Ministries in 2004. Rev. Richardson is co-chair of the Minnesota Conference Emmaus Anti-Racism Team and a member of the ONA/LGBT Team.
January
CALENDAR 
Sunday, January 1

9:15 a.m.  NO Christian Ed

10:30 a.m.  Worship, casual new ears day worship with carols and reflections in the north sanctuary 
Tuesdays in January
4:00 Three Church Lectionary Group at SpringHouse
Wednesday, January 4

6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter

Thursday, January 5

9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

Sunday, January 8

9:15 a.m. Christian Ed. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship of Rituals in North Sanctuary

Tuesday, January 10

6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council at SpringHouse

Thursday, January 12

9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

Sunday, January 15

9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the North Sanctuary 

Wednesday, January 18

7:00 p.m. Worship Committee at SpringHouse

Thursday, January 19
7:00 p.m.  Ministry Center Board 

meeting

Sunday, January 22

9:15 a.m.  C.E. for all ages in SpringHouse

9:45 a.m.  Forum on Ministry Covenant

10:30 a.m.  Worship in North Sanctuary

11:45 a.m.  Forum on Ministry Covenant

Monday, January 23

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Thursday, January 26

9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship

Sunday, January 29

9:15 a.m. No Christian Ed 

10:30 a.m. Worship in the north sanctuary 

11:30 a.m.  Light lunch

followed by short Joint Ministry Center Annual Meeting and the 128th Annual Meeting of Lyndale Church

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS

1/1
Roseann Lloyd

1/11
Vicki Keck

1/16
Grace Cordahl

1/22
Trish Bruxvoort-Colligan

1/22
Serena Schraeder

1/23
Janet Skidmore

1/24
Joyce Battcher-Malchow

1/25
Pam Meyerhoff

FEBRUARY

NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE
Monday, January 23
COMMUNITY MATTERS
Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:     612-490-8935

      home:  612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com


The voice of God is over the waters;

  the God of glory thunders, 

  God, over mighty 
waters.

The voice of God is powerful;

  the voice of God is full of majesty.

The voice of God breaks the cedars; 

  God breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

God makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

  and Sirion like a 
young wild ox.

God sits enthroned over the flood;

  God sits enthroned as ruler forever.

May God give strength to the people!

  May God bless the people with peace! (Excerpts from Psalm 29)

As I write this, Advent is waning and we are on the precipice of Christmas.  We are also on the precipice of moving into SpringHouse and into the Whittier neighborhood.  And so, as we do, may the God of the mighty waters, the Divine One "over the flood", move with us.  May the voice of the Holy One open up the springs of overflowing love and of justice to burst forth from SpringHouse into the LynLake neighborhoods and beyond, as Don often reminds us.  May we and our partner congregations, First Christian and Salem Lutheran, "skip like calves and young wild oxen" into the new future to which God is calling us.

A blessed New Year to you and yours!

Upcoming community events and opportunities:

Whittier Walkers--It's Back!!!
The Whittier Walkers program is back! Want to get to know your neighbors and neighborhood better while getting exercise and reducing crime in the neighborhood?  Then sign up today to be a Whittier Walker!  In the spring, you'll be paired up based on your availability to patrol a specific portion of the neighborhood with at least 2 other people.  Whittier Walkers report crime or suspicious activity to the police but do not get involved themselves.  It's an easy way to reduce crime, bring a positive presence to the streets, and make the neighborhood safer for everyone!  

If this sounds like something you would like to do or if you would just like more information, please contact Jen at (612) 871-7756 or jen@whittieralliance.org.

Councilmember Lilligren's Office Hours

Mon, Jan 2, 9:30 am – 12:00 noon

Whittier Alliance Office, 10 East 25th St

Councilmember Robert Lilligren holds office hours in Whittier the first Monday of the month. Lilligren represents Ward 6, which includes Ventura Village, Phillips West, Stevens Square and Whittier. He was first elected in November of 2001. To set up an appointment, call his office at 612-673-2206.

Whittier Community Issues Committee Meeting

Mon, Jan 9, 6:00 – 8:30pm

Whittier Park Recreation Center, 26th & Grand

The CI Committee addresses livability, housing, transportation and land use issues within the Whittier neighborhood.  The meeting provides a town hall-like atmosphere for Whittier residents, property owners, and concerned citizens to discuss current and future issues and their impact on the neighborhood. Working with the Whittier Alliance staff, the CI Committee coordinates neighborhood cleanups, safety and block club activities, and other community-build​ing initiatives. 

Whittier Faith Community Network

Wed, Jan 18, 9:30 – 11am

Hosted by First Christian, Lyndale UCC, & Salem Lutheran at

SpringHouse Ministry Center, 610 W 28th St

This is a periodic gathering of the Whittier neighborhood’s faith community members & leaders, for support, communication, and collaboration for the common good of the Whittier community.  Lyndale, Salem, & First Christian are active participants.

Third Thursday @ the MIA

Thu, Jan 19, 6pm – 9pm

Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave So

On the third Thursday of every month, experience the MIA’s diverse art collection through unique programs, drinks, and live music. The event is museum-wide and is free. Admission to any film screenings is free for MIA members; $5 for non-members.


January 21 & 22
"Brave Souls & Dreamers"
One Voice Mixed Chorus concerts 

One Voice Mixed Chorus—Minnesota's gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender (GLBT) and straight allies chorus—opens its 2011-2012 season with Brave Souls & Dreamers. This inspirational concert celebrates the lives of visionary leaders who have challenged prejudice and violence: Harvey Milk, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa, Judy Shepard and more. Featuring music by Bob Dylan, Holly Near, and Stephen Sondheim, plus the premiere of BraveSouls & Dreamers, arranged especially for One Voice and inspired by the words of peacemakers from around the globe! 

A particular highlight is the mixed-chorus premiere of BraveSouls & Dreamers. This ten-movement work is inspired by the words of Gandhi, Jesus, Mother Teresa, Isaiah, Jimmy Carter, Confucius, Buddha, and the Qur’an and was composed “in response to current raging wars.” It was commissioned by the Portland Gay Men’s Chorus in 2007 and composed by Robert Seeley with text by his partner, Robert Espindola. One Voice has commissioned the composer to re-cast the work for SATB (mixed) chorus for a premiere here in the Twin Cities. The powerful 43-minute multi-movement piece is scored for chorus, instrumental ensemble, and four soloists including voices of the Mother, Sage and two soldiers. The Portland Gay Men’s Chorus was recently invited to perform BraveSouls & Dreamers at St. John's the Divine in New York City as part of the 10th anniversary commemoration of 9/11.
 
January 21, 2012  7:30 pm
January 22, 2012  3:30 pm
Brave Souls & Dreamers
Hopkins High School Auditoriums
2400 Lindbergh Dr, Minnetonka
 
For Tickets: Allan Henden, 612-824-5793, ajaj5520@msn.com or

http://ovmc.org or 651.298.1954
(please indicate that you were referred by Allan Henden)

May God’s just peace be with you, your family, and your community.
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