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SPRINGHOUSE MATHEMATICS

James Oliver Smith, Jr

When I met with Don Portwood (pastor of Lyndale UCC in Minneapolis, Minnesota) in the fall of 1997 I was trying to get a better sense of who I was. I had just become divorced after twenty five years and had actually considered totally eliminating anything resembling a church from my life. Forty six years of trying to fit into a spiritual tradition of some kind had become a weary process. They all seemed hell-bent on convincing the world that they were right and the rest of the world was wrong. Up to that point everything in my life was influenced, dictated or judged by some element associated with the "church". The "church" had come to represent intolerance, inflexibility and judgment, despite the lip service given to abused terms and phrases concerning "love", "compassion" and "peace". What I wanted was community. A truly open, embracing and seeking community.

I had come close to concluding that I would never find community in a

church, at least as my "self" since every church I had encountered

previously had some idea on what my "self" should be. The problem was that growing up in a Christian fundamentalist home that expected

complete commitment to the church, with no respect for any other perspective on the universe and no apparent respect for personal

boundaries, left me with no sense of what the alternatives were, or could be. I wanted to find a spiritual community where anyone could be what they are, regardless of the spiritual perspectives held, with a collective desire to explore all aspects of human spirituality, social interaction, sexual orientation and sexual identity.
I had heard that the United Church of Christ held "liberal" views and

I felt that I was ready to come out, openly, as a "liberal" person.

So, a quick (pre-google) internet search revealed that there was a UCC close by my apartment in Uptown. I walked into the "church" on 31st and Aldrich in Minneapolis, despite its rather traditional, if not

gothic presence to see just exactly what was waiting for me in Lyndale

United Church of Christ (where UCC is affectionately and ironically

interpreted as Unitarians Considering Christ). What I found was a community of lifetime members, recovering fundamentalists, recovering catholics, gays, lesbians, people

comfortable with the 'J' (Jesus), 'C' (Christ) and 'P' (Paul) words

and those uncomfortable with them. This was (and still is) a place

where discussions on the "gender" of god, the relationship between

religions and the nature of humanity can all be vibrantly discussed with respect and openness.
When the cost of the physical building became too burdensome for the community, a solution was sought. The Universe revealed opportunities that a more rigidly defined traditional church would have rejected outright. The path selected was to join together with (ultimately) two other spiritual communities from different spiritual

traditions. I will call it a "path" rather than a "solution" because 

a "path" is on-going. A "solution" implies something said-and-done. If

there is anything I can say definitively about Lyndale UCC, it would be that there is _nothing_ "said-and-done" in the context of this spiritual community.
This "path" that has witnessed the converging of three spiritual

communities into a single path with three separate identities is an

interesting twist on the three-in-one paradigm that so many spiritual

traditions have explored for millenia, from the triple goddess to the

christian trinity ... three in one ... one in three ... it is a mystery ... it is mysterious ... it is mystical --- mythical --- and completely non-mathematical ... but ... this is a spiritual community

that thrives on such curiosities as (1 + 1 + 1 = 1) and ((1 / 3) = 1)

and (3 / 1) = 1 and yet (1 * 1 * 1) = 3) ... In other words 1 = 3. Or

in culinary terms, each of the three pieces of the pie, is a whole

pie. Even JC and Buddha and all of the other spirit guides who decide

to travel this path would find the journey exhilarating. So, what would such an entity call itself? ... There is an answer now... 1 + 1 + 1 = SpringHouse (Ministry Center). Not a pump house (for water siphoned mechanically to the surface). Not a warming house (for ice fishing and hockey players). Not a church house (for browbeating and brimstone) ... but ... rather ... a _SpringHouse_, a place built around an artesian spring well, a place taking advantage of that which occurs naturally, a stream that bubbles up from the Earth with the

waters that nourish us all. The spring doesn't check for appropriate

credentials from each creature that arrives for sustenance. It is there for all of life that has sprung from the womb of the Earth and all that will survive on the plant and animal (spirit) life that is nourished by the waters beneath the Earth.

One aspect of my emerging spiritual journey comes from the synchronistic elements that spring from the ancient Book of Changes,

also called the I Ching. In the context of this system of archetypal

images (Earth, Sky, Fire, Water, Thunder, Wind, Mountain, Lake) there are 64 different relationships. "SpringHouse" brings to mind the image of Earth over Lake. Earth represents the belly, the center of our existence and the creation of all life. Lake represents the mouth,

joy, expression and water that has gathered into the cavities and

riverbeds upon and within the Earth, a kind of circulatory system of arteries, veins and capillaries that distribute life throughout the

Earth. Earth over Lake is also one of the 12 tidal signs representing

the ebb and flow of seeking (yang) and embracing (yin) forces across

the twelve complete cycles of the moon. It is associated with January

and the approaching end of winter and the beginning of spring.

My stream of life, my journey, my path, has flowed into the path of

Lyndale UCC, just as the stream of Lyndale UCC [http://www.lyndaleucc.org] has converged with the streams of Salem

Lutheran [http://discoversalem.com] and First Christian (Disciples of

Christ) [http://fccminneapolis.org] and has broken from the ground into the SpringHouse, from which many will drink alongside others who have drunk and continue to drink. Lois will be there, just

as Ko, Joann, Michael and many others from all three streams. Many

will be drinking in the future and there will be no checking of spiritual credentials before someone can lower the ladle and lift the music and joy and warmth and vibration that has sprung from the Earth from the inner, Lake of life-sustaining water ... 1 + 1 + 1 = 1 ...

"That's very curious!" [Alice] thought. "I think I may as well go in

at once." And in she went ... into the SpringHouse ... il matto ...

-- 

James Oliver Smith, Jr

josjr69@gmail.com
www.josjr.com

LYNDALE KNOWS LOVE MAKES A FAMILY

BethAnne Nelson

This fall Minnesota voters will be asked whether or not they want to adopt an amendment to the state constitution defining marriage as only valid between one man and one woman.  In keeping with the all-encompassing love that comes from our faith and with our status as an Open and Affirming congregation, Lyndale UCC has chosen to take action to fight this amendment.  A Marriage Equality Committee has been formed in order to discuss, propose, and implement the best ways our church can fulfill that mission this coming year.  Many Lyndale members attended a forum and training this past Saturday with other Minnesota UCC congregations at Parkway UCC with help from Minnesotans United for All Families and OutFront Minnesota. We were uplifted and impassioned to stand with other and heard beautiful stories of commitment and solidarity.  We will keep the church updated as actions take place, so look forward to hearing much more in the coming weeks and months.  Anyone is welcome to attend our committee meetings: our next one is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Monday, February 20th at SpringHouse.  “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law” (Romans 13:8)
LENTEN POTLUCK AND DISCUSSION OF

DIET FOR A HOT PLANET: THE CLIMATE CRISIS AT THE END OF YOUR FORK AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT
BY ANNA LAPPE

Lyndale Church and the Green Team are organizing a Lenten meal and/or study discussion of Anna Lappe’s book  Diet for a Hot Planet.  Starting Wednesday, Feb. 29th and going for the next 6 weeks a 6pm potluck at SpringHouse begins at 6pm and the discussion at 7pm.  Come when you can.

The class will be led by Paula Bidle, Don Portwood and others.  The premise of the book is that our diet contributes substantially to the health and well-being of the earth, and the Judeo-Christian story is so laced with food practices and sacred meal that we will provide the opportunity each Wed. during Lent to share a meal together.  Theme for the first pot luck is: Bring a dish or item that celebrates you or your family’s identity.  Weekly practices will include the Lectio Divina, an ancient form of prayer used to meditate on scripture and especially in the first session, the Four-Fold Franciscan Prayer Form.

Our hope is that this study of eating for the health of the planet will be of interest to our new neighbors and to your family and friends.  Please invite people widely to come as often as able during lent.  Copies of Anna Lappe’s book (her mother wrote, Diet for A Small Planet) are available for $7.99 at Majors and Quinn in the neighborhood.
ASH WEDNESDAY

On Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. we hold our Ash Wednesday worship service in the Garden Sanctuary.  Marking the beginning of Lent we’ll sing some familiar hymns in a new space. Music, ashes and quiet.   Please join us.

Adult Education in February

February 5, 12, 19, 26 – “Putting the Marriage Amendment into Perspective” with Rebecca Voelkel and Pam Meyerhoff Sabey. What are the biblical perspectives on homosexuality? How can we best prepare for the upcoming state constitutional vote? What might it mean for us as Lyndale, as a partner in SpringHouse, and as citizens of the state?  These are important discussions, we hope you’ll join us.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:     612-490-8935

      home:  612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com

Wednesday, February 1

7:00 - 9:00pm

Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Revitalization Program Committee Meeting 

Jefferson Community School, Media Center, 1200 W. 26th St
The LHENA-NRP Steering Committee meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. This committee focuses on implementing the LHENA Neighborhood Revitalization Program Phase II Action Plan. The plan is divided into sections: housing; infrastructure; crime & safety; and youth, arts & commerce.  Members serve on a volunteer basis and are elected to one-year terms at the annual meeting in April. 

 

Monday, February 6

9:30am - 12:00noon

Councilman Lilligren's Office Hours
Whittier Alliance Office, 
10 East 25th St

Councilman Robert Lilligren holds office hours in Whittier the first Monday of the month. Lilligren represents Ward 6, which includes Ventura Village, Phillips West, Stevens Square and Whittier. He was first elected in November of 2001. To set up an appointment, call his office at 612-673-2206.

 

Monday, February 13

6:00 - 8:30pm

Whittier Community Issues Committee Meeting
Whittier Park Recreation Center, 26th & Grand

The CI Committee addresses livability, housing, transportation and land use issues within the Whittier neighborhood. The meeting provides a town hall-like atmosphere for Whittier residents, property owners, and concerned citizens to discuss current and future issues and their impact on the neighborhood. Working with the Whittier Alliance staff, the CI Committee coordinates neighborhood cleanups, safety and block club activities, and other community-building initiatives.  All are welcome to attend! 

 

Wednesday, February 15

6:30 - 8:30pm

LHENA Board of Directors Meeting 

Jefferson School, 1200 West 26th St, Media Center

The LHENA Board of Directors regularly meets the third Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. LHENA’s mission is to represent the interests and values of Lowry Hill East residents, property and business owners to the larger community and government. The LHENA Board makes neighborhood building and land use recommendations to the City, maintains financial oversight of the organization, publishes The Wedge newspaper, organizes neighborhood social events, and serves as a forum for neighborhood concerns. Members serve on a volunteer basis and are elected to two-year terms at the annual meeting in April. 
Thursday, February 16
6:00 - 9:00pm

Third Thursday @ the MIA

Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave So

On the third Thursday of every month, experience the MIA’s diverse art collection through unique programs, drinks, and live music. The event is museum-wide and is free. Admission to any film screenings is free for MIA members; $5 for non-members.

Sunday, February 19

1:00 - 3:00pm 

Dog Days of Whittier

Washburn Fair Oaks Park (in front of MIA), 3rd Ave & 24th St

Calling all dog owners, dog lovers, and even those of you without dogs! The Dog Days of Whittier event is back for its 8th year of casual, wintertime fun in Washburn Fair Oaks Park! Join us Sunday, December 19th between 1 and 3 - you’ll meet others in the neighborhood, their pooches, and be entered for a chance to win some great prizes. Details for the event are yet to come, but the bonfire with s’mores and a hot beverage are guaranteed! Stay tuned! Facebook users’ you can RSVP for the event here: (612) 871-7756

WE ARE ALL IN SPRINGHOUSE MINISTRY CENTER 

Don Portwood

In the January newsletter, I reported that Lyndale and Salem made the move from Intermedia Arts to the SpringHouse Ministry Center on December 21st.  Our first service there was the long awaited Christmas Eve service with singing and echo’s in the north sanctuary to raise the roof and compete with the Angel’s on High. 

Our traditional service of rituals on January 8th took place in the North Sanctuary, Sun Room, on the unfinished baptistry and in the  Garden Sanctuary.  It gave us a chance to explore the building before 1st Christian arrived.  And arrive they did on Saturday, January 21st with their first full service in the building on January 22nd.  What a joy and surprise to see hallways full of people, new faces to enjoy and names to learn.  The Lyndale Choir welcomed them with one of our favorite songs, a prayer for our 3 way adventure together, 

Round our skiff beGod’s aboutness

E’er she try the deeps, the deeps of sea.

E’er she try the deeps, the deeps of sea.   

Round our skiff be God’s aboutness.

Sea shell frail for all her stoutness

Unless thou her helmsone be 

Sea shell frail for all her stoutness unless thou her helmsone be

Round our skiff be God’s aboutness

Unless thou her helmsone be

Round our skiff be   God’s aboutness

Unless thou her helmsone be

I’ve been reporting for months on what’s been done on the building and now it’s time to begin reporting on what’s left to be done.  The sound system is working as of January 20th and will need adjusting as we learn more about it.  By the end of January we’ll have had a training on the phone system and be able to figure out how to have more than one voice mailbox.  We’re hoping the security system and entry buzzer are working by the first of February as well as “entrance fobs” for people needing access to the building and various rooms.  

The baptistry and “mobile” font should be finished by the beginning of February and with the passing of the first kitchen inspection January 19th, we’ll be working toward the full licensing of the kitchen for “public” consumption in the next few months.

We still have plenty to figure out, i.e. what kind of chairs we’ll be purchasing for the sanctuaries and gathering space; how to reconfigure the coffee/juice times to add First Christian; how to “deaden” the sound a lot in the North Sanctuary and a little in the South Sanctuary; what furniture to experiment with where and for how long before we get something that might look and work better, depending on costs; what groups and ministries beyond the three churches will use space on a regular or occasional basis and how do we schedule it all.

We do hope to have a “Reactions to SpringHouse” book out at least by the Open House on February 4th to begin gathering the reactions of the church folks and the many people who will tour the building.

And as we always knew, parking will be something we’ll need to work at.

Until retail is rented in the Greenleaf Building, all parking spaces around SpringHouse and Greenleaf are available. Eventually signs will go up showing the 8 spaces dedicated for SpringHouse.  On Sunday’s you can always park and walk from the Intermedia Arts lots or Trustone Financial as well as park on Lyndale or 28th.  We’ll be working out van pickup with First Christian’s van at the lot behind the Jungle Theater as we determine the number of spaces we’ll need to rent.  If you are able to 

walk a distance and allow the spaces near SpringHouse to be left for people who have difficulty walking or for guests, that would be appreciated.

As exciting as it is to be in our new space, SpringHouse is neither heaven nor the promised land.  It will be one of the places we’ll get to practice hospitality, forgiveness, grace, forgiveness, compassion, forgiveness, healthy communication, forgiveness generosity, forgiveness, flexibility, forgiveness, non-attachment and forgiveness.  So twas mighty good that the Lyndale Adult Class spent 5 weeks in December and January discussing the dvd, “The Power of Forgiveness (2007)” directed by Martin Doblmeier, which I highly recommend, and Lyndale Church and the Ministry Center should probably own. 

Please keep the three churches in prayer as together and individually we put our vision of ministry in and outside of SpringHouse into action.  

And invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, classmates, enemies and aliens to take a tour of SpringHouse and Greenleaf on Saturday, February 4th from 1 – 4 p.m.  There will be a few speeches from people who made Greenleaf possible, a bit of music to brighten the SpringHouse tour and plenty of food to spill on the new carpet, tile and wood floors.  And if you haven’t seen it yet, come yourself and see what we keep saying, “It’s better than we ever expected.” 

FEBRUARY

BIRTHDAYS
2/1
LuAnn Yerks

2/6
Allan Henden

2/8
Monica Powers

2/12
Jadea Lige

2/12
Melia Derrick

2/18
Pam Paulsen

2/18
Mary Martin

2/19
Larisa Battcher

2/20
Anna Kuhnen

2/21
Karin Johnson

2/26
Kayla Collins 

MARCH
NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE
Monday, February 20
CHILDREN MINISTRY

Kathy Hayden 

 

It is rewarding and interesting to write the annual report and reflect on what the children and adults have done over the year. As I write this we are looking forward to our annual Polar Bear Picnic next Saturday. This was the first year I have called to make sure it is still happening even with the lack of snow fall. We are planning community folk dancing on Feb 26th after our service. We will have a shared lunch and dance our hearts away. 

 

Our social justice activities have included old favorites and few new ones. We learned about malaria and collected for the Malaria Nothing But Nets, made and sold cards for the Heifer project, more kids walked for the CROP walk then even before, packaged food for Feed My Starving Children, and decorated cookies for the Aliveness project. Our first project in March 2012 will be a food drive and helping at a food shelf. 

 

Jan 22 was our first Sunday school with all three congregations together. We had an amazing turn out of kids and teachers and parents. There was lots of laughter, playing, sharing, learning, and praying together. Some were overwhelmed by the energy of new children, some were grateful to be able to "be" in their space, some were blessed to have old friends back, and we experienced God's love. 

 

I have a secret for you. The fountain of youth is in working with the children: playing, creating, singing, moving, reading, exploring and learning. Talk to me if you want to experience the story of Esther with the children throughout the month of Feb. Feb 26 we will learn about Purim celebration.  
FEBRUARY
CALENDAR 
Thursday, February 2
6:00 p.m. Simpson Shelter
6:30 p.m.  Volunteers needed to “spruce up” SpringHouse for Open House.
Saturday, February 4

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  SpringHouse and Greenleaf Open House

Sunday, February 5
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the North Sanctuary.  Installation of new leaders. 

Tuesdays in February
4:00 Three Church Lectionary Group at SpringHouse
Thursday, February 9
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at SpringHouse
Sunday, February 12
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship in North Sanctuary

Monday, February 13

7:00 p.m.  Worship Committee
Sunday, February 19
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the North Sanctuary 
Monday, February 20
MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

7:00 p.m.  Joint Marriage Equality meeting at  SpringHouse

Tuesday, February 21

6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council

Wednesday, February 22

Ash Wednesday

Worship in the Garden Sanctuary

Thursday, February 23
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at SpringHouse

7:00 p.m.  SpringHouse Bd Meeting

Sunday, February 26
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the Garden Sanctuary.

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

This is definitely a time of rejoicing and celebrating as we start our time in the SpringHouse Ministry Center! It’s an amazing milestone in the life of our congregation, and even with all the work, trials and tribulation of our wilderness journey, I sense that we are being re-energized as we begin this new part of our journey that I believe will lead us to some wonderful and important experiences in deepening faith and community, living progressive Christian spirituality, and embodying and extending the Divine’s welcome, healing, justice and love.
We have THREE babies to celebrate! I missed getting a Rejoice and Celebrate column written in December because I was off to San Diego to see my new grandson Flynn Harris Burdick, born November 25th to my son Keith and daughter-in-law Jennifer. I had a wonderful visit over Christmas with them and Flynn’s big sister, four year old Tessa, and I’m planning another trip to spend more time with them in February. They bring me lots of smiles!

Chester and Sarah O’Gorman have a beautiful baby girl, Alice Emily Mae O’Gorman, born December 6th at 7 pounds 13 ounces and 21 inches long. Sarah had a very hard labor lasting 74 hours and then had an infection after the delivery, but things are going well now, and we wish them the very best and smooth sailing from here on in.

Mary and Michael Vanderford became first time grandparents as they welcomed Jonah Paul into the world on December 2nd, weighing 7 pounds 4 ounces. Jonah is the son of Peter and Tamsin Vanderford who live in Exeter, England, and everyone is healthy and doing well. Mary and Michael will be traveling to England to see Jonah face to face in February. We wish them a wonderful trip and hope they’ll bring pictures back to share with us! Congratulations to all!

We grieve with Vicki Keck at the death of her dear friend Joan Calof, after a long illness and going in and out of hospice. We will keep Vicki in our prayers that she may find comfort in memories of their friendship. Vicki has a heart-warming story of the three coats Joan left to Vicki, all of which should help keep Vicki warm this winter!

Larry Pray asks that we pray for his nephew Ian, a Peace Corps volunteer in Mozambique, where the transportation system is so treacherous that 3 volunteers have been killed and two injured in bus accidents besides Ian having been in 2 bus accidents. We pray for Ian’s safety along with the 75 other Peace Corps volunteers in Mozambique and Peace Corps volunteers around the world as they do their very important work.

We celebrate Glenn Crown’s 25 years as a member of Lyndale Church (along with the 5 years he was attending Lyndale before he joined). Glenn doesn’t say a lot, but when he does, it’s worth listening to, and we so appreciate his dedication and hard work ushering and greeting, helping set up before services and taking down after worship at Intermedia Arts, as well as shoveling snow and lots of help during the move. He is also invaluable in his positions as chair of the Building Committee and Co-Chair of the Community Life Committee. We are so fortunate to have him among us as a staunch member for 25 years!

There have been some big changes in the Portwood's life.  Matthew and Jaina and the three "grandchildren, Asata, Aima and Misha moved back to Minneapolis from North Carolina early in November.  At the end of November, Don and Barbara moved out of their downtown condo to their old neighborhood and are now living at 4906 Fremont Ave. S, 55419.  This summer they bought some farmland outside Asheville, NC that their son Ben is starting to build the infrastructure on.  The first building was a composting toilet.  The barn is almost finished.  They hope to farm it with the philosophy of Joel Salitan, of Polyface Farms, that was featured in Michael Pollen's book, The Omnivore's Dilemma.  Matt and Jaina moved in to their apartment in north Minneapolis December 8th and with the church moving into SpringHouse December 21st, it was no surprise that Don had his first knee problems of his life on Christmas Eve. A ruptured Baker's Cyst that causes swelling to the calf from a torn meniscus turns out to be uncomfortable, but not painful.  He'll see an orthopedic surgeon again the end of  February if the swelling continues. He says he looking forward to sitting around with his feet up for a while now (with a grandchild on his lap). 

The Women’s Group had the opportunity to attend a performance of "Hans the Obscure" at Bryant Bowl, featuring Vickijoan Keck, a fun production that was enjoyed by all! Congratulations to Vickjoan for a job well done!

As I write this, I just came home from the tremendously moving and beautifully executed performance of "Brave Souls and Dreamers" by the One Voice Mixed Chorus, which includes Allan Henden. Its message of peace, love, hope, acceptance, and courage was truly amazing.

We’ve missed seeing Janet Skidmore at church as she has been involved in the Art Shanty Project on Sunday mornings. She reports that she has been having fun with this creative endeavor that combines family oriented activities with artistic innovation in a great winter celebration!

Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
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