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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
October 16th the Capital Campaign announced that this far in the campaign we had pledges totaling 284,196.54. As this is being written, we’re just over $300,000 so we have 75% of our $400,000 goal pledged. Members are still being visited, friends are still being contacted, but we’ve come this far by faith and faithfulness.  We expect to have the whole campaign completed and announce the new total the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  We’re in the midst of another miracle.

A CHECK FOR YOUR CAMPAIGN PLEDGE?

Writing a check for your capital campaign pledge?  For ease in counting, accounting and making deposits, please keep that check separate from your regular giving.  You can put it in the envelope and mark it on the outside, but please use two separate checks.  
Thanks! 
your money counters and Treasurer
THE FRSTSALYN CENTER UPDATE

The stone added to fill in where the new addition had been connected and around two new windows in the west wall is finished as well as all the stone on the new entrance.  Window frames are in for garden level and kitchen windows and windows are being installed.  Curbs and the first layer of blacktop are poured for the driveway between Greenleaf apartments and the Lynfrstsale Center.  There are now working light switches and the kitchen walls are installed and painted.  Rooms are also being painted.  The elevator motor and all the parts of the elevator are in the building, and as we go to press they have started the installation. 
Dean, the Superintendent of the project and Dave, another Watson Forsberg employee told Paul Livdahl they’d be joining us for Christmas Eve services, so it sounds like they’re still planning on a mid-December certificate of occupancy that will allow us to celebrate Christmas in the LynLake Faith and Neighborhood Center.  (The committee is still working on an official name for the center, so I’m trying on a variety of names, some serious, some playful.)

FORUM - NOVEMBER 20TH - LYNDALE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ORGANIZE TO DEFEAT MARRIAGE AMENDMENT
Many Lyndale members are already engaged in various local efforts to defeat the Marriage Amendment, which has been placed on the November 2012 ballot.  Trainings have been conducted by Minnesotans United for All Families, OutFrontMN and by Equality for All Families (churches organizing group). At least half a dozen Lyndale members have participated in these trainings.

I, for one, was very encouraged by the training I went to Oct. 16th sponsored by Minnesotans United for All Families.  These early organizing efforts will make the difference between a Marriage Amendment passing, OR NOT.  I also learned that the focus of this campaign is that THE DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE IS LOVE AND COMMITMENT. (nothing more, nothing less)  The focus is not on the legal rights that are part of the institution of marriage, although this is part of the conversation.  

So - how can we as a church be involved in this campaign?  Please come to the forum November 20th - 11:45 - 12:45 - to discuss the next steps for Lyndale, as a church deeply committed to equality for all families and individuals.
SIMPSON SHELTER REPORT
by Donna Hillebrand
Although I have not served an actual meal at Simpson Shelter in some time, and I felt a bit hypocritical going along, Theresa Herman invited me to Simpson's annual award program on October 20th.

As usual Simpson Housing Services throws a great party and this year it was held at the Gale Mansion.  I'm still dreaming about the flourless chocolate cake bites and a certain yummy artichoke dip.  Besides great food you always meet very cool people who care about the homeless people and work hard to be of assistance to them.

(So) Whether you brought, cooked, or served food, washed dishes, or helped coordinate Lyndale's efforts to volunteer at Simpson Shelter, THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!  You are appreciated.

By the way, Theresa pointed out that I do my part for Simpson just by putting up with the stinky buckets of compost she brings home and by not complaining about finding tiny carrot bits in odd places (after she's peeled 20 lbs of carrots the night before serving a meal!)

CHILDREN MINISTRY MEETING 
Thursday Nov 3rd from 6-7p.m. All are welcome. Plan to discuss how new format for Sunday school is going, upcoming events/activities, and 3 church leadership of CM program.  Contact Kathy Hayden at 612-209-9515 or kathspirit@aol.com.
CHILDREN MINISTRY: SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Kathy Hayden

We have been involved with Social justice service projects the Heifer Project and the CROP Walk. The children have raised $203.39 for the Heifer Project through selling of cards and their weekly blessing offerings. Ask them about the animals they sent to needy families. We had 4 children and 8 adults ranging in age from 2 years to 60 and older walking this year. We all completed the 3.5 mile walk. The girls thought they had walked 5 miles after about 1/2 mile into the walk but they made it. 

 

Adults and children enjoyed the apple picking and wine tasting at Deardorff Orchards. Next year we can share this adventure with our new church family members from First. Our next scheduled social activity will be our Christmas Program on Dec 18th during a joint worship. We are planning on a "no rehearsal" Christmas Program due to our moving into our new space. The children will be making and decorating cookies along with First. Look for more information in bulletins and emails. 

 

November 6,13 and 20 we explore the story of 4 Friends and Healing  from Mark 2:1-12 and Luke 5:17-26 using drama/storytelling, science, and arts/crafts. November 27th we have NO Sunday school.

 

December 4,11 and 18th we explore the stories of Angels and Babies from Luke 1:26-58; 2:1-20 using drama/storytelling, games, and arts/crafts. 

Dec 18th is the Christmas program and cookie making and decorating. Dec 25th and January 1st, we have NO Sunday school.

 We have been doing the rotational model involving more volunteers and moving the children from classroom to classroom. So how has it been going? Ask the children and teachers and volunteers about their experiences. I can share with you some of what I've witness and experienced with the 3-5 year olds. In true Lyndale and Salem fashion the children created a beautiful purple ark that was decorated by all the children thanks to the talents of Sandy Block. It was amazing to witness them singing their hearts out as they stood with their stuffed animals and animal puppets in their purple ark. The 3-5 year olds started a trend of acting out the story of Noah making building sounds pounding on the table, being animals using sound and movement, listening to rain from the rain stick, and creating a beautiful rainbow. Michael Vanderford taught them about prisms and animals. 

 

They loved listening to Betty Schraeder tell Naomi's story and moved the puppets to her words. Betty and I witnessed the joy and delight in their eyes and body movements as they took turns being Naomi and leading each other in "Naomi says". They journeyed to far off lands playing follow the leader and traveling as Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah did. The best part for me was sitting on the floor with the children and having Shannon sit on my lap. The two of us enjoyed the comfort, safety, and joy of being with each other listening and sharing the Naomi and Ruth story. 

 

You to can learn and share with the children in amazing ways. Just let me know if you would like to volunteer and work with our dedicated teachers.  

 PASTOR’S COLUMN
Don Portwood

Did you ever see the stress survey that an individual could take that assigned a numerical value to a variety of experiences we have in life that causes, stress, anxiety or trauma?  Everything from fights with a partner, to changes in job, housing, job loss, illness or the death of a loved one. At the end of the survey, you could get your "stress score", and then, in the interpretive materials could read about the impact higher scores might have on your life.

I was wondering if anyone came up with one of those for a community, a church, say Lyndale Church.  What do you think they’d find?
A few years ago we partnered with Salem.  That was a huge decision.  Then they moved in with us on Aldrich.  We adjusted to that just in time to put our building up for sale and sell it.  A big move to Intermedia Arts.  Meanwhile we began designing a renovated building, partnered with First Christian, did a year long visioning process, then a capital funds drive.  Throw in feeding people at Simpson Shelter, being an ally to new immigrants and workers, working for marriage equality, getting money out of government, peace and justice issues.  I notice it most when I work on the email blast each week.  There’s so much going on, opportunities to serve and be community with other Lyndale 

members.

And as I’ve been hearing and feeling myself, we’re tired  - as a community.  And that doesn’t even begin to consider what’s going on in our lives as individuals….and for most of you…there’s a lot.

Why don’t we just stop what we’re doing?  Because others are tired too. I read a letter from a United Methodist woman in Seminary who was graduating this spring.    She was already tired and as a lesbian she wondered how long she’d be able to keep struggling against the forces in her church that kept her out of ministry.   She was tired, but she couldn’t stop.  We’re past that issue in our church, but in our state we face a discriminatory constitutional amendment we’re working against, we’ll be moving into the ministry center soon and finishing up the capital campaign while supporting Occupy Wall 

Street and figuring out scheduling with three congregations. 

We can’t stop, but can we find rest stops along the journey.  God stopped creating on the 

seventh day, told Moses and the people her presence would be with them and she’d give them rest.  Jesus invited all who labor and are heavy laden to come to him and he would give them rest.

What’s a rest stop for you?  A half hour of silence?  Reading a book?  Listening to music? Singing? Reading language grammars?  Worshiping together? Cooking a meal and serving it to others?  Working with the children?

Besides the importance of rest stops, I believe something else is important through all this, trust.  Trusting God - not worrying so much, trying to control every outcome, releasing some of the psychic energy that goes into worrying, planning, anxiously 

doing…and simply trust God (while tying your camel) that in God’s flow things  are unfolding.  Take five.   

INTERMEDIA ARTS VIDEO THANKS 

Willing to be in a video?  Intermedia Arts wants to thank Lyndale and Salem for being with them in their difficult time when we first moved in.  They are going to have Michael Hayes and his program with Intermedia Arts, Media Active (talented teen artists producing media for local organizations and businesses), make a short video telling about our 3 church project.  There will be some taping during and after worship in the next couple months.  We’ll be able to use the video on our website etc.  They’re going to put you in the movies.  Thanks IA.
THANKSGIVING GATHERING - ALL INVITED
On Thanksgiving Day, Lyndale folks are invited to come to the Vanderfords to share a dinner and fellowship.  Gathering time is 1:00pm, with dinner planned for 2:00pm. Mary and Michael will fix the turkey. Everyone else is asked to bring a dish to share.  Please RSVP by Sunday, November 20th to 612-827-3014 or mandmvanderford@gmail.com. Looking forward to continuing this tradition of a Lyndale Family Thanksgiving.
NOVEMBER
CALENDAR 
Wednesday, November 2

5:30 p.m.  Serving at Simpson Shelter

Thursday, November 3

7:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry Meeting

Saturday, November 5

Bedtime – set clock back 1 hour

Sunday, November 6
9:15 a.m.  Christian Ed for all ages
10:30 a.m.  Worship, with communion in the gallery

11:45 a.m.  Activista’s meeting in the media lab

Thursday, November 10
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.  

Sunday, November 13
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the gallery
Monday, November 14

7:00 p.m.  Social Justice Cmte at Vanderford’s.

Wednesday, November 16

6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council at Eila’s.

Thursday, November 17

7:00 p.m.  Ministry Bd. At First

Saturday, November 19

Dedication of New Wine Church ? Stay tuned.

Sunday, November 20
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery.  

11:45 a.m.  Forum 
Monday, November 21
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Thursday, November 24
Thanksgiving  

Sunday, November 27
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed for all ages
10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

Wednesday, November 30

7:00 p.m.  Worship Cmte. meeting at BethAnn’s.

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner
I got a scoop this month on Emily Miller! She’s just been named a People to People Student Ambassador to Canada and will travel to western Canada next June for the gathering! Congratulations, Emily! We’ll look forward to hearing about this very special trip.

Vicki Joan Keck has lots of performances coming up, after having finished her part in the chorus of the recent Green T production, which she reports went very well. She has a monthly storytelling gig at Glacier’s Cafe, at 3019 Minnehaha Ave. in Minneapolis (at Lake Street) from 1 to 2 p.m. October 30, November 27th, and December 18th. Put it on your calendar! She will also be a part of Telebration on November 27th. More details to come.

Vicki reports that her friend Joan Calof, a well known singer, writer, and storyteller in the Twin Cities has gone into hospice and is nearing the end of her life here on earth. Vicki is also asking for prayers for her cousin Michael, who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer. We send our prayers not only for these special people in Vicki’s life but also for Vicki as she goes through this difficult time with them.

We are keeping Carrie Dorfman in our prayers for healing from her autoimmune arthritis, which is taking much longer than predicted for her recovery and also she is dealing now with a blood clot. She has been having severe symptoms for over three weeks with an episode her doctor said would be done in 4 or 5 days. We also include her whole family in our prayers as they care for her: Jeanine Dorfman, Teri Homan, along with Joshua and Lillian. I’m pleased to report that Teri is feeling better this week as she deals with going off a toxic medication, and all of us are excited to celebrate with the family as Lillian turns one year old. Lillian is walking and talking and becoming quite a little girl!

We continue in prayers for Mary Martin’s brother Patrick, who is in San Francisco and dealing with a very difficult situation. Patrick has been the primary caregiver for his wife, who has been in late stage Alzheimer’s disease for 5 or 6 years, but now Patrick has had a heart attack and is having surgery for implanting a defibrillator and is needing to deal with how to keep both of them safe and well-cared for. We pray that Mary’s family, which includes Patrick’s 5 children, will be able to find a way to help Patrick make a good decision.

We grieve with Cindy and Sam Orbovich, at the death of Cindy’s mother, Marie Biddle, who died on October 19th after a long struggle with COPD. Marie, formerly of Crawfordsvilee, Inidana was 80 years old and had moved to Minnesota in January of 2010 to be near Cindy, Sam, Anna, and Alex. She was an avid golfer and bridge player and volunteered at the Well Baby Clinic in Crawfordsville, where she was a member of the First Christian Church. Some Lyndalians may remember Marie from when she attended services at Lyndale Church several years ago when she was visiting Cindy and Sam. She enjoyed her 21 months in Minnesota, where she made many new friends at Highview Hills by Walker in Lakeville. We surround Cindy, Sam, Alex, and Anna and their family with prayers for healing, love, strength and gratitude for the life of Marie.

We rejoice with Larry and Connie Pray, for the successful foot surgery their son Andy has undergone, with good results so far. Andy had a similar surgery last year, with poor results, and although it is too soon to tell completely, he seems to be doing much better. Larry reports that the surgery was on October 6th, and Andy has been given a walking boot, which is a very good sign, and his cast will come off soon. It has been a very long time of struggle for Andy, and we are so pleased to hear he is doing well. We send our prayers for continued healing and a miraculous longterm outcome. Larry says he is so appreciative of everyone’s prayers and gifts, mentioning in particular 2 wonderful small blankets in an Irish Fisherman’s design that BethAnn Nelson knitted, one for Andy and one for Connie!
There’s movement in the Portwood households.  Matthew, Jaina and the children are moving back to Minneapolis from Ashville, NC around the first of November.  They’ll start out with Jaina’s mom.  By the end of November, Don and Barbara move back to their old neighborhood, moving to 4906 Fremont Ave. S. 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

A CALL FOR ADVENT MEDITATIONS
Larry Pray

An Advent Call

One story has it this way.

Mary and Joseph searched for a place to stay as labor promised birth.  There was no room in the inn, but there was a place out back, a stable, a manger beneath the star-filled night.  There they found lodging.

Our story has it this way.

Advent creeps towards the end of November, as it has for 2,000 years, also looking for lodging.  Lodging on our calendars, in our Lectionary, in our worship, in our memories of Advents past.

And so we ask.

This year, how will Advent lodge with you?  Between longing and hope, what do you say?

As we were last year, we are on tiptoe waiting to gather and hear your reflections.  We ask you to email or send them to Don by November 15, but we dare not say it is a deadline.  There are no deadlines in the Spirit's life.  Instead, there are lifelines.  Send it in--a thought, a poem, a prayer, a painting, heart's reflection as it arrives again, and asks for lodging with us.

With thanks, and love.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:     612-490-8935

      home:  612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com


I hate, I despise your festivals, 


and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies.

Even though you offer me your 
burnt-offerings and grain-
offerings,

   I will not accept them;

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted 
animals

   I will not look upon.

Take away from me the noise of your songs;

   I will not listen to the melody of your 
harps.

But let justice roll down like 
waters,

   and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream. 




 (Amos 5.21 - 24)

These final phrases, from one of the Lectionary passages for the week of November 6, summarize a major tension between two competing values in the Bible:  1) the importance of ritual and concrete actions in our worship and relationship with God; and 2) the importance of organizing our communities and society for moral action and justice for all.  In my opinion, we need to be engaged in both, but each can become meaningless and empty.  However, it seems, if one needs to trump the other, our commitment and work for justice wins.  And, that is how it should be.

So, as we join Salem & First Christian churches in moving into our newly redeveloped Ministry Center, let us celebrate and worship with robust activity, ritual, and joy.  But, even more so, let us dedicate ourselves, and our new Center, to being a force for advancing God’s justice, care, and inclusion in our neighborhood, our city, our nation, and our world.

Upcoming community events: Councilmember Lilligren's Office Hours

Mon, Nov 7, 8:30 – 11:00am
Whittier Alliance Office, 10 East 25th St
Councilmember Robert Lilligren holds office hours in Whittier the first Monday of the month. Lilligren represents Ward 6, which includes Ventura Village, Phillips West, Stevens Square and Whittier. He was first elected in November of 2001. To set up an appointment, call his office at 612-673-2206.
Whittier Community Issues Committee Meeting

Mon, Nov 14, 5:00 – 7:30pm
Whittier Park Recreation Center, 26th & Grand
The CI Committee addresses livability, housing, transportation and land use issues within the Whittier neighborhood.  The meeting provides a town hall-like atmosphere for Whittier residents, property owners, and concerned citizens to discuss current and future issues and their impact on the neighborhood. Working with the Whittier Alliance staff, the CI Committee coordinates

neighborhood cleanups, safety and block club activities, and other community-build​ing initiatives. 
Whittier Faith Community Network

Wed, Nov 16, 9:30 – 11am
Hosted by Spirit of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community at First Christian Church, 2201 First Ave So This is a periodic gathering of the Whittier neighborhood’s faith community members & leaders, for support, communication, and collaboration for the common good of the Whittier community.  Lyndale, Salem, & First Christian are active participants.
Third Thursday @ the MIA

Thu, Nov 17, 6pm – 9pm
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave So
On the third Thursday of every month, experience the MIA’s diverse art collection through unique programs, drinks, and live music. The event is museum-wide and is free. Admission to any film screenings is free for MIA members; $5 for non-members.

May God’s just peace be with you, your family, and your community.

NEW LECTIONARY GROUP
Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. a new Lectionary Discussion Group, meets at IA.  Looking for a group with whom to read and study the Bible in an informal discussion format?  Lyndale UCC, First Christian and Salem folks begin coming together weekly for a time of Bible study focused on the assigned scripture passages for the coming Sunday.  This new group meets Tuesday at 4 p.m., but more groups may spring up.  Let Fred  Smith or Larry Pray know if you’re interested and 4 p.m. doesn’t work for you. 

CHAIR MASSAGES FOR MINNESOTANS UNITED FOR ALL FAMILIES

Thursday, Nov 3rd , 5 – 8 p.m.  Theresa Herman and others are hosting a fundraising event to support Minnesotans United for All Families. They will be providing chair massage and foot massage for $2/minute ($10 suggested minimum). All proceeds go to the campaign.  Join them at The Healing Garage, 2913 Harriet S.
Minnesotans United for All Families is the official campaign that will defeat the constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage. More information about the organization can be found at mnunited.org. If you can't make the event, consider donating to the campaign.
VIVA LAS ROOTS

Join Intermedia Artist in Residence Robert Farid Karimi for Viva Las Roots: an interactive culinary journey.  7 p.m. Nov 2-5.  $15 at Intermedia Arts.  Honor cultural recipes of the past in the spirit of Dia de Los Muertos as Mero Cocinero and his crew from The Peoples Cook.org serve delicious dinner and hilarious performances.

A CHANCE TO MEET UCC PRESIDENT GEOFFREY BLACK

Friday, November 18, noon to around 3 p.m.  Everyone, all authorized ministers, lay members, seminarians and seminary faculty/staff and friends of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ, are invited to lunch and an open conversation with Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ, at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. A reception with light refreshments provided by United Theological Seminary will follow.  Lunch is optional and will be by reservation only.  The cost is $5.00 and your RSVP should be made to Alison Bents (Alisonb@uccmn.org) by Monday, November 14.  Rev. Black will speak briefly and then welcome questions and concerns.

DECEMBER

NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE
Monday, November 21

AN INVITATION FROM NEW WINE CHURCH
New Wine Church, the congregation that bought our building at 31st and Aldrich 3½ years ago has tentatively set November 19th as the dedication of their renovated building.  So tentatively save the date if you’d like to worship with them and see the building.  Pastor Tony Oliha will be sending a formal invitation as soon as they know the chairs they’ve ordered will be there in time.  Work continues, but they are nearly finished.  So like us, they are practicing patience and flexibility.  I think he said it would be in the afternoon.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11/5
Dean Heller

11/6
Fred Kuhnen

11/6
Isaiah Lige

11/7
Lori Schouvieller

11/10
Jamie Lueken

11/14
Kyra Johnson

11/17
Kris Johnson

11/17
Kim Locke

11/21
Kelly Waterman

11/22
Owen Tisel Farley

11/27
Goran Gustav-Wrathall

11/30
Jessica Pfleiderer

11/30
Chester O’Gorman
WANT TO HEAR CLAIRE?  
Claire Klein writes: 
Hello everybody!
I'm singing with the MN Chorale!  Sunday, November 20, 4:00 pm at St. Richard's Catholic Church 7540 Penn Ave S in Richfield.  The program is our "Bridges" program where we team up with the Courage Center.  There will be lots of pretty folksy, a cappella, and more "accessible"/"modern" choral music with dancers.  It sounds cheesy, but it will be so nice.
I can get you tickets for $15 if you tell me NOW.  Otherwise,  $20 at the door.
AND

I MIGHT be/probably am singing the Messiah with the orchestra. Saturday Dec. 10 8pm and Sunday, Dec. 11. 7pm at Orchestra Hall. Ticket prices are as follows:

$54.25, $45.25, $38, $30.75, $20.   If you'd like a ticket tell me WHEN and WHAT PRICE and AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

ADDITIONALLY...there is a FREE concert on Sunday, December 4 there will be a SING ALONG Messiah... That's right.  You can come and listen and sing!  It will be great!  6:30 PM at St. Olaf Church in Minneapolis (Downtown).  I will definitely be singing on stage for this one.

AND the infamous MERRY MUSIC MAKERS (the choir for adults with developmental disabilities I direct) will be having their winter concert on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 at 7:30pm at Champlin Park High School.  It will be full of merriment and happiness.

YAY!

Claire  :)

TURN BACK THE CLOCK
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 6! Turn your clocks back an hour before you go to bed on November 5. Enjoy that extra hour of sleep and come rested to church. 

THE HOUSE WE LIVE IN

60% of Minnesota’s homeless are people of color; while people of color make up just 10% of Minnesota’s overall population. Why do Black, American Indian and Hispanic people compromise a much larger proportion of the homeless population? 

Join us in learning about housing disparities Saturday, December 3 at 10a.m. We will view a PBS documentary titled “The House We Live In.” A discussion and optional shelter tour will follow the film. This is sponsored by Simpson Housing Services. 
When: Saturday, December 3
10:00am – 12:00pm.

Where: Simpson Shelter
2740 1st Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55408

RSVP to Christina Giese at 
612-455-0856
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