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CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN–CREATING OUR OWN LEGACY
By Elly Wagner
 
Although the main part of the Capital Fund Campaign won’t happen until this fall, the team is busy organizing for it, and we will be doing some contacting of people in the early giving phase during May. We who are on the team are excited about this opportunity to be part of creating the Ministry Center in a way that will allow everyone in our congregation to be part of it as well. Just as the money we got from selling our building on 31st Street was a way for all those who went before us to continue their legacy at Lyndale UCC, as we move to the fourth building our congregation has called home, now each of us can contribute to that legacy moving forward.

ADULT EDUCATION IN MAY  
May 1

9:15 a.m.  The Adult Class meets in the front room at The Egg

and I Restaurant.  Fred, Mary and Don lead a discussion of plans for Adult Ed. next fall and spring.  Come with your ideas about what you want to study, discuss, learn about.  What would get you out of bed and to Adult Ed. at 9:15 a.m.?  

 

May 8, 15 and 22 Don Portwood leads a class on sustainability and transition communities, using a dvd keynote address (Preparing Together For a Changed World) by Richard Heinberg, speaking in Minneapolis November 13, 2010.  Richard Heinberg is Senior Fellow at the Post Carbon Institute, www.postcarbon.org; journalist and author of The Party's Over and Powerdown: Options and Actions for a Post-Carbon World.

SERVING AT SIMPSON
Wednesday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m.  .  So far two people are signed up.  Let the church office know and we’ll forward get the message to Robert and Theresa.
YOUTH BOWLING AT BRYANT LAKE BOWL.
Wednesday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m.  $4 per game. Rides can be provided if needed.  We will bowl 2 games and then grab some ice cream after.  Please let Jillian know if you need a ride. 612-723-3356 or jemery001@luthersem.edu 

PENTECOST DANCE
Janet Skidmore

The worship committee has graciously agreed to allow me to choreograph a dance for Pentecost with a cast of thousands.  I'd like to invite all the runners and other athletes in the church to participate.  Kids 8 years and older are also invited to participate with their parents.

The dance will be 2-3 minutes long and fairly simple; mostly running in time to baroque music, with maybe one short "dance" phrase.   

Rehearsal times have not yet been set, but possible times include early Friday evening, June 3, Saturday afternoon June 4, after church Sunday June 5, Wednesday evening June 8, Saturday afternoon June 11, and then meet at 9:30 Sunday morning dressed and ready to run through it a couple of times. We won't use all those times, but we'll need maybe four of them, and we'll coordinate with everyone's schedules.

I'm really excited about this and I hope you will be, too.  

YOUNG ADULTS THEOLOGY UNCORKED
Thursday, May 12

7:00 p.m.  at Psycho Suzi’s Motor Lounge, 1900 Marshall Street NE, Mpls.  Join us for uncorked conversation on timely topics, Jillian 612-723-3356 or jemery001@luthersem.edu 

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

As Lent comes to an end, I want to thank all who contributed to the Lenten meditations. They have been very inspirational as well as allowing for some personal sharing that has been very meaningful.
 
We had a wonderful celebration on Palm Sunday with the baptism of Lillian Mary Homan-Dorfman. It was a beautiful ceremony with family and godparents joining in, especially big brother Joshua, who even participated in the benediction! It is such a joy to be able to share in the lives of Lillian, Joshua, Jeanine, and Terri.
 
We were also pleased to have Kathryn Lee’s mother worshipping with us on Easter, as she is recuperating from recent surgery. We pray for her continued healing as she returns home soon.
 
We are so grateful that Barb Portwood is experiencing much improved vision after her second eye surgery. We keep her in our prayers that she will continue to do well, allowing her to continue in her beautiful art, bookmaking, and photography.
 
We celebrate with Beth Ann Nelson for her participation in an Ultra Marathon on the Ice Age Trail in Wisconsin. She had a fall and was not able to make it to the finish line, but she ran 21 miles and is very proud that she was able to run further than she ever has in the past. It was a tough course, and we’re proud of her too!
 
We’re thankful that Ann Barten returned safely from her Witness for Peace trip to Columbia. I appreciate her writing about her experiences You’ll hear more about this very significant journey.
 
We send prayers for continued healing for Rick Shatek, as he recovers from having a stent placed in his heart to protect against an aneurism.
 
It is with treasured memories that those of us who knew Lois Koyama grieve her death. Her caring and friendliness, her words of wisdom, and her strong commitment to the mission of the church were an inspiration. Although she didn’t play the piano very often for us, it was touching to remember her love of music also. www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HzlFpwXClg
Our prayers go with her family as they remember and celebrate her.
 
We also send our prayers to Rebecca Miller and her family as she grieves the death of her step grandfather, Leonard Kloeber, who died on April 9th. He was the only grandfather she knew. He was 93 years old and a World War II veteran. Rebecca was able to travel with her sister and stepdad to attend the funeral.

Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
HANDS, HEARTS, MINDS, SPIRITS, AND WHOLE SELVES
By Elly Wagner
 
The altar had a circle of hands–cutouts of the hands of each of the 20 women participating in the women’s retreat at The Dwelling in the Woods, April 8-10th. Candles from each woman were added, along with a talisman from each, as the women shared their stories of how the talismen touched their souls.
 
Hands were busy throughout the weekend, joined in prayer, writing answers to soul questions, creating mandalas and sculptures, planting seeds, sharing delicious meals, but our whole selves were involved in a wide variety of activities as well, some group, some individual, with each woman encouraged to do whatever she needed for the weekend. There was hiking, running, birdwatching, discussion, worship, singing, dancing, walking the labyrinth, meditating, reading, connecting with each other, and enjoying the beautiful though somewhat soggy outdoors.  

We who were on the weekend talked about appreciating the opportunity to get to know each other better, and we are hopeful we can continue to nurture our relationships with each other. The five of us who organized the retreat also talked about our hope that this experience can create an atmosphere in our Lyndale community that will make it easier to reach out to everyone in our congregation in a more personal way. May it be so.

TRANSITIONING INTO FALL RETREAT?
 
First Congregational of Minnesota is inviting Lyndale folks to join them at Pilgrim Point Camp on Labor Day week-end for some relaxing and intentional time together.
 
Would you consider ending your summer with a week-end (September 2 – 4) at Pilgrim Point Camp?  We need to know if there’s any interest by Sunday, May 15th.  Costs would probably range from $80 - $125 for food and lodging.  If you have interest in investigating this, talk to Don or Rebecca Voelkel by May 15th.
DEVELOPMENT 
UPDATE
Mostly Jen Nagel
The progress on The Greenleaf (affordable workforce housing and retail) and the Ministry Center is easy to recognize. Wow! If you haven’t had a chance to go by 28th and Lyndale lately, it’s time! Here are a few highlights: 

The three church plan has been approved by our City Planner! 

Tuck-pointing has started, and scaffolding has been built around the towers. As suspected, it has been discovered that some of the stone is bad and needs to be replaced with new stone. Stone is being sourced to find the closest match and costs are being determined. 

The balcony has been removed and it was discovered that the structure we expected to find was not actually there. A solution for that discovery has dovetailed into a nice solution for potential organ installation. 

The floor plans have stayed essentially the same, but have evolved as other discoveries have been made and alternative building methods proposed. The Design team continues to meet with architects Kim Breitheim and Andy Madson to fine tune plans. 

During Holy Week, digging for the foundations (for the new entrance addition on the west side) and pouring of concrete occurred.  And the Monday after Easter they begin laying the concrete block for the foundation of the new entrance.

Demolition continues in the lower level. 

An Interim Ministry Center Covenant is in place and the leaders of the three churches continue to develop a process for working together. We still anticipate that the renewed space will be usable by Thanksgiving! 

There is much discussion about how to reuse (and repurpose) some elements from the previous buildings. 

There will be a Ministry Center Renovation: Presentation and Forum for any who are interested and available from First Christian, Lyndale UCC and Salem on Sunday, June 5, at noon in the Theater. 

Please continue to hold the redevelopment (the planning and process, safety of workers, those who will live in the apartments) and our partnership in your prayers. 
We welcome your questions, comments, prayers and support as we continue our work on this campaign.
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE: 

Kathy Hayden SS/CE co-chair

 

May 22nd we will celebrate our children and our Sunday school year of exploring Faith Families with a joint service at 10:30 am. Bring a friend or two and support our children. We have some music, poetry, and movement planned. We’ll have a picnic after the service. Bring some meat or veggie to grill. Bring a dish, snack, or treat to share. We will have plates and silverware, but encourage people to bring their own and help cut down waste.  

 

The children are reading the Bible story of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37. They have already explored ways to be good Samaritans to our planet earth, to family and friends, to neighbors, and to strangers. The preschool children talked about spreading sunshi0ne, sharing a smile, giving hugs, helping mom, and sitting around a camp fire. 

 

Thank you for supporting our children in their service projects this year. We had fun packaging food for Feed My Starving Children, Trick 'n' Treating for UNICEF, and creating cards and bake goods to sale for Malaria Nothing But Nets. Through our congregational faith families we were able to learn about and service our global faith families.

 

Easter and Spring caroling to homebound members will take place May 15th after service. All are welcome to join this practice of faith family support and love. 

 

Day camp "Creation Care" for 4 year olds to 6th graders takes place on June 20-24 from 9:00 am- 4:00pm at Zion Lutheran. It will be directed by Jillian Emery and Sandy Troyan and uses Sparkhouse’s green camp curriculum Re/New.  There will be swimming at the YMCA, trip to local nature center, and learning about food preparation. It is a great opportunity for the children to deepen their faith family connections.

 

Family Camping is July 22-24, Friday evening through Sunday afternoon at Baker Park and the Half Moon group camp site. April predicts no tornados-guaranteed this year.     

We had our first three church task force meeting. We made good progress on creating a safe church policy. We will have more information in the June newsletter about this. That is our goal for completing the policy. 

 

We will have 2 planning meetings in the summer during July and August. Dates to be determined yet and will be announced in June newsletter. All are welcomed to all our meetings. We value children, family, and friends input on our Sunday School program. Please share with any committee member or pastor or email me.
SUNDAY MAY 22 
May 22 is the last day of Sunday School. The people of Salem and Lyndale are invited to gather for a shared service (just one service that day) at 10:30am in the Theater. A meal follows. We give thanks to our Sunday School teachers and resource people who have shared their faith and skill this year.

CREATION CARE DAY CAMP 
For the eighth year in a row, Salem joins with other congregations to sponsor a day camp for the kids of our congregations and the neighborhood. This year’s day camp is themed Creation Care and will be led jointly by Jillian Emery and leaders from other congregations. Different than past years, we will not have a camp staff involved, but instead we’ll add our own volunteers and structure our days with camp activities (worship, bible study, crafts, activities, lunch) in the morning, and offsite activities in the afternoon (quilting, bread baking, YMCA, nature center, music and more). Here’s the plan: 

When: June 20-24, 9am-4pm 

Who: Kids ages 4 years to 6th grade, with the support of youth and adult volunteers 

Where: At Zion Lutheran, 33rd and Pillsbury (Zion provides easy access to the Blaisdell YMCA) 

How: Grab a registration brochure at church, or an volunteer information page (details about role, expectations, scheduling, and a training opportunity). Financial donations are welcome. Many donations of supplies and snacks will be needed—watch for more information and specifics. 

Who: Sponsored by Salem, Lyndale UCC, First Christian, Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Calvary Lutheran, Little Flock Independent Baptist, Zion Lutheran, and possibly others 

MAY
CALENDAR
Sunday, May 1

9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship, with communion in the gallery 

1:00 p.m. May Day Festival
Wednesday, May 4
6:30 p.m.  Simpson Shelter

7:00 p.m.  Youth Bowling at Bryant Lake Bowl
Thursday, May 5

6:00 p.m. Worship Committee

Sunday, May 8

9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship in the gallery.  We baptize Kris Maul and Elle

Wednesday, May 11

6:30 p.m. Stewardship Council 

Thursday, May12
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

Sunday,May 15
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

12:00 p.m. Activistas Meeting

Sunday, May 22 

9:15 a.m.  CE for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Joint Worship with Salem. Last day of Sunday School Picnic

Monday, May 23
JUNE newsletter deadline

Thursday, May 23
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

7:00 p.m.  Ministry Center Bd. at 1st.

Sunday May 29

No CE Education

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

2011 ONA GATHERING
Our church is considering becoming Open and Affirming (ONA) - what will that mean for our congregation's life and mission? My congregation has been ONA for years, but how can we live out a wider welcome? What does it mean to minister to a wider community in the spirit of our open and affirming commitments? These are some of the questions we will consider at the 2011 Minnesota Open and Affirming Celebration "Building Inclusion: Laying a Foundation for Welcome," held on Sunday, May 8th, First Congregational UCC,1923 3rd Ave S, Anoka.
2:30pm: Workshops
1."Anti-LGBT Bullying: A Faith Response"

2. "Who are the Bisexuals?"

4:00pm: Celebratory Worship Service
Our preacher will be the Rev. T. Michael Rock, pastor of Robbinsdale UCC, who is also a curriculum writer and trainer for the Our Whole Lives Human Sexuality program in the UCC. Music will be provided by First Congregational Church of Minnesota UCC, Mpls.
The "Open and Affirming" program within the UCC comes from a 1985 General Synod Resolution calling on all settings of the church to adopt statements of "openness" and "affirmation" towards gay, lesbian and bisexual people. A later General Synod in 2003 also called upon the church to acknowledge and celebrate the gifts transgender individuals bring to the church. There are currently 37 "Open and Affirming" UCC congregations in Minnesota. The Minnesota Conference has also declared itself "Open and Affirming."

COMMUNITY MATTERS

May 5, Thursday, 7 - 8:30 PM
Honoring "the Other": 
An Interfaith Dialogue on Empathy for our Neighbor
Calvary Baptist Church
2608 Blaisdell Ave So, Minneapolis 
All are welcome for this interfaith panel discussion of timely issues facing our respective faith commu-nities today. Issues will center around the theme of empathy for our neighbors and honoring "the other" in our midst.  (appetizers and continued conversation to follow)  
Questions? Contact Dan @ dan.struck@gmail.com 
 
Panelists include: 
Anantanand Rambachan 
Professor of Hinduism & Religion Chair of Religion Dept 
St. Olaf College 
 
Rabbi Amy Eilberg 
Jay Phillips Center for 
Interfaith Learning 
 
Abdisalam Adam 
Board Chair of Islamic Civic 
Society of America 
 
Pastor Paul Tidemann 
Retired ELCA Pastor 
Planning Team Member—St. Paul Interfaith Network 
 
Kimberley Lueck 
Ordained Buddhist Clergy 
Shambhala Meditation 
Center of Minneapolis 

May 21, Saturday
12 Noon - 3:00 PM
The World of Whittier Family Fair
Whittier Park, 26th St at Grand & Harriet Avenues
 

The World of Whittier Family Fair, now in its 14th year, is an exciting and welcoming event that is free and open to the public.  Each year a consortium of neighborhood organizations plan the event and offer activities, entertainment, and food to the public at the Fair, free of charge.  The theme of the 2011 Fair is Community.  The Fair celebrates the diverse Whittier community and neighborhood.  Residents of all ages and backgrounds are encouraged to get involved, connect with others, and feel proud of our community.  All are welcome and invited to come to the Fair for a fun and family-friendly afternoon in a safe and supportive environment.

 

Lyndale will also host an information table, together with Salem Lutheran.  Volunteers to help with the table are needed.  So, sign up with Allan Henden, come enjoy the Fair and help our neighbors to know more about the Lyndale community.

 

Allan: 612-824-5793, ajaj5520@msn.com
GARDENING … SPRING IS HERE! 
In return for beauty, IA is graciously allowing us to use their planters and a small plot of land in the back parking lot to plant flowers and vegetables this spring and summer. A tentative date of May 8 has been set for the Sunday School kids to plant flowers in the planters. We are in need of some tools (we need to dig out what is there and then plant our flowers) for that Sunday. If anyone would be willing to lend us some tools for an hour or so that day, I would greatly appreciate it. Please contact me if you can help by providing tools, digging out of the old soil and plants, or with the planting. 612-723-3356 or jemery001@luthersem.edu

SINGAROUND--POETRY SLAM--HOUSE BLESSING--

SAGE BURNING
 Janet Skidmore

Eight people gathered on Friday evening, April 1, for one of the Lyndale folk/poetry evenings we've been having periodically this year (I haven't come up with a real name for it yet.)  This time, instead of meeting at Intermedia Arts, we met at my new, 100 year old house in south Minneapolis, and I thought there would not be a better time or way of having my house blessed.  So, after sharing some poems and songs (Claire Klein did "Downtown Girl" for me) and eating some strawberry rhubarb cobbler, Don Portwood led a service he had put together as we went through the house room by room, from the attic to the basement.  Mary Vanderford swished a bundle of sage into all the corners (I had to call the security company to temporarily shut off the alarm system!) .  I am truly honored and touched that all of these people came out to wish me and my house well.

The next Singaround-Poetry Slam-All Arts Evening is scheduled for Friday, July 15, so mark your calendars.  While it might not be as eventful as this one was, it will be at my home in south Minneapolis again, and should be a lot of fun again. We'll take turns going around the circle and sharing songs, poems, etc.  You can request a song, share one yourself, or simply be a listener.  Feel free to share other art forms as well, such as a painting or a short (a couple of minutes) story or reading.  All levels of artistic ability are welcome.
MAY BIRTHDAYS

5/2
Paul Vigoren

5/7
Janet Stark

5/16
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan

NO WAY…BUT GOD’S WAY: Practice Resurrection  The Easter sermon preached for Lyndale United Church of Christ. Text: John 20:1-18
Don Portwood


I preached on this passage in John’s gospel for Easter a few years ago and talked about Peter and John’s race to the tomb.  That’s the beauty of scripture, something new is revealed each time you read it.  This year, I love that Mary mistakes Jesus for the gardener.  And once she finally “sees” Jesus, she becomes the first evangelist, running back to announce to the disciples that she’s seen Jesus, telling them what he had said to her.  Why the gardener this year?  Because of this plant.  Recognize it?  Recognize maybe the pot?
At the end of August, last year during worship we had a grief ritual.  If you were here that Sunday, you were given a stick and I invited you to prayerfully and energetically move your grief, fear, pain out of you and into the stick.  Then the sticks were burned ….as a way to speed up metabolizing the grief.  And the char, which is good for plants, was mixed with organic soil and placed in this pot.  Then calendula seeds were planted and it was all watered.  And if you remember, the water ran out of the pot and toward the first row…and Larry Pray came up and said how it reminded him of the scripture from Ezekiel 47 of the stream coming from the altar and watering the trees, whose leaves were for the healing of the nations.  
Grief metabolized.  That image came from my son Ben, who when asked about metabolizing our grief said, dad it needs to be transformed and changed so new life can come from it.  It’s like a gardener having a compost pile and putting in dead leaves and grass clippings and food scraps…and over the winter they metabolize and are transformed into rich nutrient filled soil.   He said, too often we hold on to our grief.  It’s like throwing a plastic grief ball into the compost pile.  And two year later, we can take it out and look at it and feel it again.  We haven’t let it be transformed.
So these are the plants that came from the seeds that grew from the soil of your metabolized grief.  And let me tell you they had a tough winter.  Not quite enough sun.  They got bugs that turned into little gnats that flew up to the south window the plant was in.  My window got pretty gnat smeared…and this plant had more than its share of neem oil and dish soap to organically control those little buggers.
But here it is, on Easter morning.  One lily, one hydrangea and these three calendula plants producing flowers that not only are pretty, but medicinal.  New life, out of grief.

Another reason this gardener image struck me this year was a poem I found while looking for anything written connecting Good Friday’s crucifixion of Jesus, to Earth Day which also fell on Good Friday, and how we humans are crucifying our earth.  I never did find anything until Richard Pemberton sent me a paper he’d written connecting the two.  I quoted briefly from it at the Good Friday service.
But I did find a poem, by a gardener, a big gardener….a  farmer….that seemed most appropriate to read this morning.   By Wendell Berry, it’s called: 

The Mad Farmer Liberation Front 

Love the quick profit, the annual raise,
vacation with pay.
Want more of everything ready-made. 
Be afraid to know your neighbors and to die.

And you will have a window in your head. 
Not even your future will be a mystery any more. 
Your mind will be punched in a card 
and shut away in a little drawer. 

When they want you to buy something they will call you. 
When they want you to die for profit they will let you know. 
So, friends, every day do something that won't compute. 
Love the Lord. Love the world. Work for nothing. 
Take all that you have and be poor. 
Love someone who does not deserve it. 

Denounce the government and embrace the flag.
Hope to live in that free republic for which it stands. 
Give your approval to all you cannot understand. 
Praise ignorance, for what man has not encountered he has not destroyed. 

Ask the questions that have no answers. 
Invest in the millenium. Plant sequoias. 
Say that your main crop is the forest 
that you did not plant,
that you will not live to harvest. 

Say that the leaves are harvested 
when they have rotted into the mold.
Call that profit. Prophesy such returns. 
Put your faith in the two inches of humus 
that will build under the trees 
every thousand years. 

Listen to carrion -- put your ear close, 
and hear the faint chattering of the songs that are to come. 

Expect the end of the world. Laugh.
Laughter is immeasurable. 
Be joyful though you have considered all the facts. 

So long as women do not go cheap for power, 
please women more than men.  Ask yourself: 
Will this satisfy a woman satisfied to bear a child?
Will this disturb the sleep of a woman near to giving birth? 

Go with your love to the fields. Lie down in the shade. 
Rest your head in her lap. 
Swear allegiance to what is nighest your thoughts. 

As soon as the generals and the politicos 
can predict the motions of your mind, lose it. 
Leave it as a sign to mark the false trail, 
the way you didn't go. 

Be like the fox who makes more tracks than necessary,
some in the wrong direction. 

Practice resurrection

Practice Resurrection.
Larry pray has commented to me about how helpful it is to hear me talking about practicing our faith, and here Wendell Berry reminds us in this great poem to practice resurrection.
Mary and Fred encouraged me to see the movie, Of God’s and Men.   It’s the story of nine French Trappist Monks who in 1996 live in harmony with their largely Muslim community in Algeria until they are kidnapped and eventually killed by either Muslim Fundamentalists or the government.   No one knows for sure.  But it’s really about their hard discussions and decisions when they are first threatened, whether to leave and go back to France or stay with their community in Algeria.  It’s an amazing portrayal of practicing resurrection. * 
Practice Resurrection….even when it looks like there’s no way ahead.  No way out of the mess we’re in.  No way for Jesus to change the world with love, when he road one week ago, humbly and non-violently on a donkey, facing down the powers of empire and religious domination in Jerusalem.   No way to end these wars, get people back to work, not with these high gas prices, dysfunctional government and climate change.   There’s no way….but God’s way.  

Jesus says, in Luke 11, “No sign will be given except the sign of Jonah”.  What’s that mean?  Jonah was doing what he thought he needed to be doing getting as far away from Nineveh as he could, when he was thrown into the belly of the whale, 3 days the story says, he had to face into the darkness, give up control and was finally set on shore, more by God’s grace than by right action on his part.

As Richard Rohr said, in one of his Lenten meditations, “Jonah knew what God was doing, and how God does it, and how right God is—only after emerging from the belly of the whale.  He has no message whatsoever to give until he has first endured the journey, the darkness, the spitting up on the right shore—all in spite of his best efforts to avoid these very things.  Jonah indeed is our Judeo-Christian symbol of transformation.”

Following Jesus is not about duty.  It’s not about doing things right.  It’s not about going to church or belonging or following the right doctrine or believing correctly.  It is about transformation, about transforming ourselves (as Paul Biddle said in her Good Friday Lenten Meditation,   “by something deeper: a conversion of the heart, in which we make a commitment to live our lives in such a way that we "love our neighbor--and our nature--as ourselves" (to rephrase the Great Commandment)”.  

And even more, allowing ourselves to be transformed by the One, by love, by grace.  Like compost.  Transformed from death to life.  From sleep walking to walking the way of love.  From greed to grace, competition to compassion.
Join with Goddess to plant the seeds of new life …practice resurrection.   Seek transformation.  Love someone who does not deserve it.   Be joyful though you have considered all the facts.  Love conquers the powers of death.   Mistake a gardener for Jesus.  You won’t be wrong.    
There is no way….but God’s way.  Seeing the gardener God at work through it all….joining with God to work together for whatever resurrection we’re all a part of.  But like Mary, we don’t do that alone.  We are asked to  pass it on.  Let others know.  There’s a calendula seed in your bulletin, within the scotch taped paper.  Not from this plant.  It hasn’t seeded.  Ben said we probably need more pollinators on our balcony.  But it is a calendula seed….a reminder in an earthy way…that resurrection happened….is happening.  Practice it every day, every hour.  Be transformed by love and change your world.
*Not read during sermon because of time

The letter Brother Christian left before he was kidnapped.  

Brother Christian’s testament 

Should it ever befall me, and it could happen today, to fall victim to the terrorism which seems to now want to engulf all the foreigners living here, I would like my community, my church and my family to remember that my life was GIVEN to God and to this country. 

May they accept that the Unique Master of all life could not be a stranger to this brutal departure. May they be able to associate this death to so many other violent ones, consigned to the apathy of anonymity. 

I've lived long enough to know that I am complicit in the evil that, alas, seems to prevail over the world and even of the one that would strike me blindly.   I could never desire such a death. In fact, I don’t see how I could ever rejoice in this people I love being indistinctly accused of my murder. 
I know the contempt the people of this country may have indiscriminately been surrounded by. And I know which caricatures of Islam a certain Islamism encourages. 

This country and Islam, for me, are something else. They are a body and a soul. 
My death will of course quickly vindicate those who hastily called me naïve or idealistic, but they must know that I will finally be freed of my most burning curiosity and will be able, God willing, to immerse my gaze into the Father's in order to contemplate with him his children of Islam as he sees them. 
In this THANK YOU, where from now on all is said about my life, I include you of course, friends of yesterday and today, and you as well, friend of the last minute, who knew not what you were doing. 

Yes, for you as well I want this THANK YOU and this FAREWELL which you envisaged. 

And may we meet again, happy thieves in paradise, if it pleases God, the Father of us both. 

AMEN! INCH’ALLAH! (God willing)

LIVING GREEN EXPO

Please volunteer: May 7 & 8 and invite friends, family, and co-workers to join in a fun-filled weekend!  Sign up at www.livinggreenexpo.mn/the-expo/be-a-volunteer. Select from a variety of activities including Zero Waste management, information desk, stage manager, and more! Expo volunteers will receive a free t-shirt.  THANKS! 

JUNE LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Monday, May 23
SIMPSON SHELTER REPORTS 

MARCH

Next best thing to Mom's...

Despite a slow start to signing up, March turned into a Simpson month with a bounty of volunteers. Thanks to all who made the work on Wednesday March 2 fly by: Mary Vanderford (who brought the paper goods), Betty Tisel (beverages), Nora Tisel Farley, Grace Culhane, Gregory Bringman (ice cream), Fred Kuhnen (rolls), Dan and Donna Limback Reyelts (cooking pans and utensils plus stove expertise), Jim Hellert from Salem, Larry Pray, Melia and Jessica Derrick, and in a "second shift," Eila Savela, Sam Goodrich, and Sheri Hill; Theresa Herman bought the rest of the food and, I think, had all the carrots chopped and on the stove before the volunteers began streaming in.

As I was cleaning the final pot and 2 serving spoons, I had a conversation 

with Jeffrey, a senior at the University of Minnesota who was doing his second shift as an overnight volunteer for some service-learning hours. He told me the food was the best he'd had since he was home for break eating 

Mom's cooking. Nice praise. The food gods, or the one God, or karma: someone determined there would be nearly a gallon of ground beef stroganoff left (not at all common at Simpson), perfect for delivering to Kayla Collins. A great way to end a very successful evening. 

APRIL

Springtime at Simpson

Thursday April 7 was a delightful early spring day. And, as sometimes 

happens when the weather is so glorious and the start-of-the-month payments not yet gone, a number of Simpson overnight guests and regularly dining former overnighters enjoy other things. So, we had lots of leftover stroganoff: enough for Jim and Robert to take some home, and Kayla Collins to get a care package!

Thanks to all the volunteers who made the experience of preapring and serving dinner as glorious as the weather: Dan Reyelts and Scott Peterson at the stove, Doug Malchow (with ice cream and strawberries), Sarah and Norah Farley (brought beverages), and Kathy Hayden (who brought rolls, and went right to her job after working steadily all night). Rounding out the group were Glenn Crown, Jim Hellert (from Salem), and Claire Klein, having her first Simpson experience - plus a tour!

We serve Wednesday 4 May and Thursday 2 June. Come check out our weather!

LYN LAKE STREET FEST AND THE RIDES OF SPRING 
These two spring events will be held on May 15 from noon to 7pm between 28th Street and Lake Street on Lyndale Avenue. Yes, it has moved north and we are in the middle of the action (plan to use the Aldrich Avenue entrance to the parking lot). A Bike Rally begins the day, and live music (including Heiruspecs, Peter Wolf Crier and Haley Bonar), food and drink conclude it. Check it out! 

NOTE: May 15, Lyndale Avenue will be closed

SPRING CONVOCATION
MAY 4 - MAY 5, 2011
Loving God's Creation: Stewardship, Advocacy, & Sustainability

In this convocation, we will consider our call to be stewards of God’s creation and what that means for churches and individuals. Together we will engage biblical texts, ponder ethical and economic questions, and explore issues related to food, sustainability, and justice. We will hear from individuals who are working in ministry, farms, and the food industry as we reflect on the theological issues related to our relationship with creation.

• Winona LaDuke, United’s 2011 Picard Lecturer, will give two keynote addresses drawing from the spiritual perspectives of her Native American ancestry along with her work as executive director of Honor the Earth. • Richard Weis, dean of the seminary and professor of Old Testament theology, will provide a biblical context in which to ground the conversation. • Robin Raudabaugh, ordained UCC minister and sustainable farmer, will talk about the connections she makes between theology and the environment as part of her call. • Brenda Langton, award winning chef/restaurant owner (Café Brenda and Spoonriver) and senior fellow at the University of Minnesota Center for Spirituality, will discuss her role in promoting sustainable foods and community markets.

Winona LaDuke is a Native American activist, environmentalist, economist, and writer. She received a degree in rural economic development from Harvard and a M.A. in community economic development from Antioch University. She has worked as a high school principal and activist and ran for Vice President as the nominee of the Green party in 1996 and 2000. 

LaDuke is currently executive director of Honor the Earth, an organization she co-founded with the Indigo Girls; the mission of the Native-led organization is “…to create awareness and support for Native environmental issues and to develop needed financial and political resources for the survival of sustainable Native communities. Honor the Earth develops these resources by using music, the arts, the media, and Indigenous wisdom to ask people to recognize our joint dependency on the Earth and be a voice for those not heard.

LaDuke is also the author of several books, including Last Standing Woman, All our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life, and Recovering the Sacred: The Power of Naming and Claiming.

COSTS
	Both Days 
	
	$110

	
	Retired
	$55

	 
	Student
	$45

	Single Day 
	May 4 or 5
	$65


Registration required. Questions? Call 651.255.6138. 

TAKING ROOT PROGRAM

The Minnesota Council of Churches’ Taking Root Program brings together ecumenical teams of volunteers to support free-case refugees coming to Minnesota to live.  A Karen speaking family of six (from Tibet) arrived April 20th.  They do not know anyone or have any family here to help them through this transition time.  The commitment is 3 to 6 hours per week for four months.  If you are interested in helping support this family or others in the near future or would like more information please contact Lynea Geinert at 612-230-3243 or e-mail her at lynea.geinert@mnchurches.org.
NEW WEBSITE CONTENT EDITOR
The Stewardship Council is looking for a volunteer to be content editor to help oversee content for our new website we’re developing.  Interested in volunteering, or want to know more, talk with Don.
SUPPORT SIMPSON AT ART 4 SHELTER
The first ever Art 4 Shelter benefit for Simpson Housing Services is 

happening on May 5th, and we want you to be there!

Art 4 Shelter is an exhibit and sale of over 1000 original artworks on 

paper by emerging and established artists. Each 5"x7" piece will sell for 

$30.  A list of participating artists is continually updated on the Art 4 

Shelter website: art4shleter.org

and will be posted the night of the event.

The works themselves will be signed only on the back. You may end up with a work by a famous artist, or be the first to discover an unknown talent. Either way, you will end up with art that you love while supporting Simpson Housing Services!

May 5, 2011

Art Preview: 5 - 6 pm

Art Sale: 6 - 9 pm

Circa Gallery

210 North 1st St.

Minneapolis, MN 55401

Discounted parking: 224 N 1st St. (Free)

102 N 1st St. ($2.00)

Additional pay lots, ramps and street parking available near Circa Gallery.

This event is free and open to the community. 
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