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JUNE 19  ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING RECEIVED
Don Portwood
Dear Friends,

Deciding to share is tough sometimes, especially when we feel we barely have enough to get by ourselves. But compared to people whose lives have been ravaged by disaster, or who live on less than $1 a day, we have a great abundance.

Father’s Day, June 19th, we will receive and bless One Great Hour of Sharing gifts that will help people in need around the world and in communities impacted by disasters in the United States through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering. As the church, we are called to help one another, even through the sharing of our own resources.
Giving changes so many things, for the receiver and the giver. Can you imagine the joy on a mother’s face, who because of your gift, can send her children to school or provide them with a meal before bed?  OGHS supports many initiatives that help women start their own businesses or learn a wage-earning skill. Programs that through you gift, you become a partner.

By sharing our resources, combined with offerings from thousands of other congregations in eight denominations across the United States, we:

· build homes, schools, medical clinics, and clean water and sewage facilities in villages devastated by earthquakes, floods, and poverty

· bring safety, shelter, and food to refugees after often violent circumstances have made their hometowns uninhabitable 

· nurture stronger futures and self sufficiency through health care, education, job training, and tools for livelihoods.

We are blessed that God is able to provide when and where help is needed through us. (2 Corinthians 9:8-15)  
When you make your gift, please give generously. 

One Great Hour of Sharing:  sharing resources, changing lives, bringing joy!

PASTOR'S COLUMN
Don Portwood
Having left town on vacation May 23rd I wondered what I would be able to do for the June Newsletter.  Then Joe Bunce pointed me to this great article by Jim Walsh in the Southwest Journal.  I felt it was just the thing to pass on to you while I'm in Asheville playing with my granddaughters and new grandson, born May18, 2011.

Reprinted with permission by the Southwest Journal, May 2 - 15, 2011 Vol.22, No. 9

southwestjournal.com
Fear and loving in Southwest

By Jim Walsh

The other day at the Lake of the Isles dog park, I sat on a bench and listened to the sound of the galloping pack’s jangling dog tags harmonizing with the spring bird’s songs. It was clear, bright, and beautiful. Perfectly spontaneous. Like no music I’d ever experienced — but also like every other piece of art that connects you with the rest of existence — though I’m pretty sure I’m the only one who heard it. 

It lasted all of 45 seconds, then faded out and gave way to the people chatter, Lake Street traffic and wind.

I wasn’t going to tell you, or anyone, about it, because it sounds slightly insane and because I’m not even sure such moments are pertinent or even communicable anymore, given the fact that so much of our energy of the moment is focused on soapbox bombast, blowhard power, macro- and micro-tumult, and trying to figure out how to deal with headlines such as, “The Beached White Male: Can Manhood Survive The Depression?” (Newsweek, yawn) and “The Big Disconnect: Our national discontent runs deeper than dollars and cents” (The New York Times, duh.)  

Then I went to the Uptown Theater to see “I Am,” a documentary in which filmmaker Tom Shadyac asks “What’s wrong with the world and what can we do about it?” Oprah has an entire television network dedicated to same, though I don’t have the stomach for her shark-swim in the shallow end. The same could be said of “I Am” (iamthedoc.com) and several have, but in a culture war where three new poems by Mary Oliver (Parabola, exactly) gets no play and Donald Trump can flick a booger and be “part of the conversation” if not the next president of the United States, I’ll go down casting my vote for a mainstream film that quotes the mystical Sufi poet Rumi (love is the answer, always) and the calm spiritual minds of Desmond Tutu, Noam Chomksy, Howard Zinn, and dozens of others interviewed by Shadyac.

In short order, they get to what makes us tick (love, compassion, connection) and what makes us sick (materialism, competition and a learned mindset that tells us everything from what “good” weather is to why the stock market is God.) It proffers that the heart, not the brain, is the main source of our intelligence, and that paying attention to it, the moment, and each other holds the truest riches of the human experience.

To that end, one of the film’s most impassioned arguments, and there are dozens, for how we should be living our lives, comes from a farmer who tells a city slicker that everything around them, all the trees, soil, insects and animals, are alive. He says it over and over, again and again, “alive! Alive! alive!,” like filmdom’s Dr. Frankenstein did in 1931 when his creation first gives off a pulse. The farmer’s point is that when you don’t take for granted the bounty of nature, the world is a miraculous place to be a part of. 

(And yes, I am salivating here like my pup Zero at the prospects of the kaleidoscope multiple flora orgasm that takes place at the Lake Harriet Rose Gardens for three-four weeks in May–June. Tune in.)

“I Am” takes pains to avoid the preciousness of, say, “What The Bleep Do We Know?” and gets straight to the questions in a crisp, one hour and 18 minute rumination on how we are connected through science, history and society. Shadyac is a likable narrator and for the most part stays away from self-serving new-guru hype. Plus, his story is pertinent: The son of a doctor turned Hollywood director who has a brush with death and ends up wanting to contribute something more. 

Pertinent because his trajectory butts up against the so-called American Dream that tells us the brass ring is Hollywood, money and fame. Shadyac found himself as “the man who had it all” and yet something inside was empty, which admittedly sounds like the plot of every awful Hollywood Eat-Pray-come-to-Jesus hero’s journey torn from the pages of More magazine. 

Still, I thought a lot about that emptiness, and how people fill it, as I drove home from the theater, where only a few other souls took in the late show the other night. I thought of people I know who have chased wealth and materialism all their lives, did a gut-check on my own financial and personal unease, and came away wanting to recommend it to several seekers, as well as down-in-the-dumps folks I know who it might speak to. 

More than anyone, I thought of a woman I encountered in the Edina Lunds parking lot last Friday morning. 

For some reason my minivan battery needed a jump, but when I politely asked her for help, she (along with three other women) refused. I suppose because I’ve spent my life helping stranded motorists, I was stunned. Her face was 60-something pinched, and her car — a BMW or Mercedes — was immaculate and black. She went into Starbucks, got her coffee, and when she was safely in her car, she spun down her window and said, with me standing there with my limp jumper cables in hand and her driving away, “Don’t you have Triple A?”

Fair enough. She was either terrified of me, or of life, or in a hurry. But it left me wondering about her. I wondered if she ever hears the harmonies of the dog tags and birds. I wondered about her life. I wondered about how she came to a moment of such clenched living in that crowded suburban parking lot on Good Friday morn.

I wondered about her again as I watched “I Am,” which points out that in Charles Darwin’s “The Descent Of Man” the word “love” is mentioned 95 times and “survival of the fittest” only twice, and that Darwin’s most important — if largely unknown —discovery is that the most prominent shared human emotion is sympathy.

Jim Walsh lives and grew up in East Harriet.
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE: 

Kathy Hayden SS/CE co-chair

   
Our children presented us with a beautiful kid lead service May 22 from the poem they recited in voice and body, to the song they sang, to the readings (one from the Sparks Bible), to collecting our offerings, to helping with communion, and to teaching us about listening, playing, and staying in the moment as they played with Legos during the sermon. I want to thank Vicki Keck for sharing the tree poem and including, supporting, and encouraging children of all ages to recite the poem. A thank you to Antone Melton-Meaux for leading the children in lively joyful singing. Michael Vanderford for working with the children week after week on the song but who could not be there on Sunday. Thank you to Rae Buzzell, Nancy Homdrom, and Glenn Crown for organizing and physical creating the luncheon. To all those who were able to bring food and helped with set up and clean up. 

 

I will not repeat all the thanks that were shared during our service. I do want to thank our teachers and committee members who make our Sunday school program happen each year. Our teachers were Betty Schraeder, Kathy Hayden, Antone Melton-Meaux, Sandy Block, April Conlee, Vicki Keck, Kathy Sievwright, and Mary Vanderford. Our committee members are Rae Buzzell, Sheena Dean, April Conlee, Rebecca Miller, Michael Vanderfrod, pastors Don and Jen, and myself. I want to thank all the resource people who helped over the year. I would like to take this time to encourage those resource individuals and anyone who has an interest and passion for child ministry to let us know. We will be planning our program for next year in July and August. We have been using a rotational model program attempting to modify it to fit for us. We hope to make some changes and will need individuals to share their talents and passions for music, drama, movement/dance, craft, science, and cooking to name a few. 

 

Over the summer:

We will have child care starting at 10:15am. 

 

Day camp "Creation Care" for 4 year olds to 6th graders takes place on June 20-24 from 9:00 am- 4:00pm at Zion Lutheran. It will be directed by Jillian Emery and Sandy Troyan and uses Sparkhouse’s green camp curriculum Re/New.  There will be swimming at the YMCA, trip to local nature center, and learning about food preparation. It is a great opportunity for the children to deepen their faith family connections.

Family Camping is July 22-24, Friday evening through Sunday afternoon at Baker Park and the Half Moon group camp site. April predicts no tornados-guaranteed this year. Watch for information and sign up sheets at church. All are welcome.

 

We have a safe church policy draft that will be reviewed by a lawyer in the congregation, brought to each board/council for review and approval, and to the Ministry Center Board for review and approval. This has been a long and important process. It is exciting to see it nearing completion. I want to thank members of the joint task force Salem members Jen Nagel, Paul West, and Sheena Dean, First Christian member Deb Murphy, and Lyndale members Pam Meyerhoff and myself. 

 

We will have 2 planning meetings in the summer during July and August. Dates to be determined yet and will be announced at church. All are welcomed at these meetings. I would like to ask parents, friends, and kids to fill out our survey about our program this past year. We value your feedback and use it in creating and shaping our program. You will get the surveys in the mail. We will also have some at church.

 

Have a safe and fun summer. Kathy Hayden email: kathspirit@aol.com or cell phone 612-209-9515.

 
THEOLOGY UNCORKED 
Wednesday, June 15th @ 7:30 pm.  Weather permitting we will be at Lake Calhoun. 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT ICE CREAM OUTING 
Sunday, June 19th after 10:30 am service.  We will walk to Sebastian Joe's on Franklin
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

5/2
Paul Vigoren

5/7
Janet Stark

5/16
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan 

JUNE
CALENDAR 
Thursday, June 2
6:30 p.m.  Simpson Shelter

Sunday, June 5

9:15 a.m.  No C. E. 
10:30 a.m.  Worship, with communion in the theater

Noon  Forum on renovating ministry center. 

Thursday, June 9
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

Sunday, June 12

10:30 a.m.  Pentecost worship in the theater

11:30 Second Sunday of silence

Tuesday, June 14
6:30 p.m. Stewardship Council at Portwoods home

Wednesday, June 15

7:30 p.m. Theology Uncorked

Sunday, June 19
10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater, OGHA offering received. 

10:30a.m. Youth and Young Adult Ice Cream Outing
Monday, June 20
JULY newsletter deadline

Thursday, June 23
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

6:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

7:00 p.m. Ministry Center Board meeting at 1st. 

Sunday, June 26 

10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

SIMPSON SHELTER REPORT

As I write this on May 11, our service at Simpson one week ago (on May 4) is already hard to pull up in my memory. It was (with no insult implied or intended!) "forgettable" because everything went so well: volunteers 

volunteered early and easily, the meal service went smoothly (even though nearly everything was eaten, in contrast to the leftovers of our last two months), and the guests and visitors all seemed pleased with the evening. That is the kind of "non-descript" I can really appreciate.

That is not to say it was not fun! Jim Hellert had help hoisting the Salem 

banner: new Salem volunteers Gene Sandler and Edi Hasan not only brought dinner rolls, chopped up a storm, served up food, and dried lots of dishes, but had time to get a tour of Simpson before we served. Sarah and Nora Farley brought beverages AND Nora's friend Gracie Miller, all welcome. Dan 

Reyelts and Scott Peterson worked the stove with their usual aplomb, Diane Peterson managed every need that she spied, and Glenn Crown made a surprise appearance to help - well-done, Glenn! All this balanced atop the solid base of Theresa's shopping and pre-chopping (after peeling) the carrots.

How comforting for me that as I went along in writing this I remembered more and more - but still no funny story or incident. And, again, that I can live with. I will be away when we serve June 2, and Diane Peterson has graciously volunteered to lead the group that night. So, I am trying to pre-arrange all the June details before I leave town. But you can still create the funny story for a future report: Get our Wednesday July 6 and 

Thursday August 4 service dates in your calendars, and no pesky summer 

get-a-ways need interfere with your chance to serve at Simpson. Have a 

great summer! 
CREATION CARE DAY CAMP 
For the eighth year in a row, Salem joins with other congregations to sponsor a day camp for the kids of our congregations and the neighborhood. This year’s day camp is themed Creation Care and will be led jointly by Jillian Emery and leaders from other congregations. Different than past years, we will not have a camp staff involved, but instead we’ll add our own volunteers and structure our days with camp activities (worship, bible study, crafts, activities, lunch) in the morning, and offsite activities in the afternoon (quilting, bread baking, YMCA, nature center, music and more). Here’s the plan: 

When: June 20-24, 9am-4pm 

Who: Kids ages 4 years to 6th grade, with the support of youth and adult volunteers Where: At Zion Lutheran, 33rd and Pillsbury (Zion provides easy access to the Blaisdell YMCA) How: Grab a registration brochure at church, or an volunteer information page (details about role, expectations, scheduling, and a training opportunity). Financial donations are welcome. Many donations of supplies and snacks will be needed—watch for more information and specifics. 

Who: Sponsored by Salem, Lyndale UCC, First Christian, Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Calvary Lutheran, Little Flock Independent Baptist, Zion Lutheran, and possibly others 
REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
By Elly Wagner
 
We have special cause to rejoice at the birth of Don and Barb Portwood’s new grandson, who was born May 18th at 1:15 a.m. weighing 7 pounds 9 ounces. We offer congratulations to all and wish Don well as he travels to Asheville N.C. to see his new grandson, whose name is still to be chosen.
 
It was wonderful to celebrate the baptism of Kris Maul and Bethany Snyder’s daughter Elle (Evelyn Snyder Maul) as well as to have family and friends with us for the celebration. We look forward to watching her grow and being part of her life.
 
We are so glad to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Terri Homan and Jeanine Dorfman. We give them our hearty congratulations and appreciate their sharing their celebrating with us.
 
We welcome Joyce Battcher-Malchow and Doug Malchow back from Poland. I haven’t had a chance to hear about their trip but am looking forward to their sharing the details of what must have been a wonderful experience. We are grateful that they could make the trip and for their safe return to us.
 
We pray for BethAnne Nelson as she heads off to New Mexico for two weeks to provide food, water, and medical aid to people lost in the desert in Arizona along the U.S./Mexican border as part of the No More Deaths/No Mas Muerdes program. She will also be helping to document any human rights abuses. She asks for prayers of healing and safety to the people in the desert and strength for the volunteers. We pray for BethAnne’s safety also. We had a wonderful party at her apartment to raise money for her trip.
 
Other donation opportunities include Julie Heller in her 5K Helping Paws Way Walk and Run, and Melia Derrick’s participation in an event for the Diabetes Association.
 
We grieve with Rebecca Voelkel at the death of Joann Voelkel, mother of Rebecca’s half sister Christine, who died on May 13th. Please pray for Christine amidst this loss and the graduation of both of her children as she tried to finish the year as a sixth grade teacher. We ask for prayers for grounding and God’s presence as Rebecca, Maggie, Shannon, and Rebecca’s parents travel to Ohio for the graduations.
 
We also pray for Richard Pemberton and his family at the death of his grandmother, who died at Easter. We are grateful for her life and what she meant to Richard’s family.
 
We were sorry to hear about the death of Alan Scott’s Aunt Mary Beth (Alan Scott is the Allen Henden’s partner). Alan’s Aunt Mary Beth raised Alan’s father from when he was ten years old, so it was a great loss to the family. She was 88 years old and had been suffering from Alzheimer’s for quite a long time. We grieve her loss but celebrate the special person she was to Alan and Allen’s family.
 
We were sorry to hear that Larry Pray’s son Andy has had to face that his surgery 7 months ago has not given him the relief hoped for. He is not sure at this point what options he has. We offer our prayers for the family as they face this ordeal.
 
I was able to attend two concerts featuring Lyndalians, the Northern Lights Chorale concert, with Mindy Eschedor and Mary Lewis performing, and the Twin Cities Girls Chorus, in which Emily Miller sings. Both were excellent, and I enjoyed them thoroughly. As always, it’s so great to witness the wonderful talent we have at Lyndale Church. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend Vickijoan Keck’s storytelling performances of "Tall Tree Tales" at the Augsburg Barnes and Noble Bookstores or the Maple Grove Arbor Day Festival. Nor was I able to get to hear Mindy Eschedor accompanying singer/actor Norah Long with guest artist Vanessa Gamble as part of the Wesley Balk Solo Performance Series. I also missed hearing Mary Lewis’ son Michael Lewis playing at the LynLake Street Fest. I hope others were able to take in some of those events.
 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

SUMMER SLOWDOWN AND PLEDGED GIVING
In the summer with the need to be outside enjoying the weather (especially this year), worship attendance usually drops a bit, with giving also going down.  Normally we get a big bounce in the spring from Easter and regular giving, which carrys us into the summer, but this year, pledged giving, expected to be $ 46.700 is only $51,000 (can you update these?)

If you are able, please catch up with your pledge.  Reports for the first ½ year are available or you can call the church office and get an update from Karn.  Thanks for your gifts and consideration.

UCC'S EARTHWISE CONGREGATION OPTION 
The Social Justice Committee has moved forward on two fronts that we want to alert our congregation about. The first concerns when Lyndalians can publicly act with the official imprimatur of Lyndale UCC (as opposed to being Lyndalians acting in the world, but not officially representing the church). For Lyndalians to "officially represent Lyndale UCC" seems to mean, as we discussed it, either carrying our banner in a public action or getting "the church" to join a group action: to "sign on" to something, as it were.

The Social Justice Committee reviewed Lyndale's Open and Affirming statement and our Marriage Equality position and thought both are clear and straightforward (so to speak): whether an action fits within our congregation's official positions in these cases probably would be clear. 

However, our Just Peace statement is vague; we felt that it would allow for action on peace issues but that justice issues might need further definition.

For those instances (under any social justice policies) where Lyndalians 

are uncertain if they can officially represent Lyndale UCC, we sent to the Stewardship Council and they re-affirmed a policy that had been adopted before but had slipped from most folks' minds, as it was not being used for so long. Here is that policy as re-confirmed:

"If the action clearly comes under our official positions, people can identify as part of Lyndale UCC without having to go through any further process. If the action is not clearly supported by our official positions, however, then the people involved would need to contact the chair of the Social Justice Committee currently Scott Peterson or Mary Vanderford) regarding the proposed action and how it fits within our policies. The chair would then bring it to the other committee members and if they approved, the matter would be referred to the Stewardship Council for final approval. Communication could be by email if waiting until a Social Justice Committee meeting or Stewardchip Council meeting creates too long a delay."
We have recently used this policy at the request of the Activistas, and it 

seemed to work just fine.

The second, and longer-term, Social Justice Committee action is to clarify our Just Peace statement. The Just Peace movement within the United Church of Christ was adopted well over a decade ago, and was focused specifically around how to live out Just Peace. (It was formed in response to arguments for what was called "Just War.") In the years since, concern with social justice has gotten stronger well beyond issues of peace and war, while church policy is only now being expanded into environment, economic justice, poverty, and other areas. Lyndale's Social Justice Committee will coordinate efforts to clarify our congregation's positions across a range of such areas. This will help to define how we see ourselves and how we present our church to others, and will help Lyndalians to know more easily whether in particular actions they can officially represent Lyndale UCC (in other words, they can understand our positions clearly without seeking particular permission).

The United Church of Christ at its 27th General Synod created a new 

congregation designation, the Earthwise Congregation (equivalent to congregations designating themselves ‘open and affirming’ and/or ‘Just Peace.’) An Earthwise Congregation is to be "a body of action and a voice of hope, grounded in faith." The Synod urged congregations to join 

this effort "to show unity and solidarity in mediating climate change and advancing justice through sustainability."

To paraphrase the Synod resolution, an Earthwise Congregation designation entails four Guidelines (actions and ideals):
1) to strive to meet or exceed meaningful targets for reducing global warming pollution, 
2) to establish an Earthwise Congregation committee for ongoing work and focus on these issues, 
3) to urge governments and 

businesses to respond to global warming in meaningful ways, and 
4) to act as a voice of hope in the climate crisis.

It is obvious that our decisions as a congregation to partner with Salem, 

to sell our former building at 31st and Aldrich, to focus on sustainable 

policies in the new Ministry Center, and to expand the partnership to First Christian Church have all been informed by our congregation's commitment to sustainable practices. Therefore, it makes sense as our first goal to determine if Lyndale UCC wants to seek designation as an Earthwise Congregation. To that end, we will participate in and help coordinate a series of congregational learning opportunities.  [The longer-term (realistically, multi-year) commitment is for Lyndale UCC to discern our beliefs around a number of social and economic justice issues, following on this beginning with sustainability and the UCC's Earthwise Congregation option.

SUMMARY OF RESOLUTION

Background:  Four years ago the 26th General Synod called on the Justice and Witness Ministries and on the Wider Church  Ministries to address the severe nature of global warming and on Local Church Ministries to develop materials to help churches “green” their buildings.  The following resolution grew out of that charge.

Intent of Resolution:  The resolution affirms the UCC as an environmentally conscious entity and provides a framework for individual congregations to show unity and solidarity in mediating climate change and advancing justice through sustainability.

Resolution:  That the 27th General Synod create a new congregation designation, the Earthwise Congregation.  (Just as some congregations have designated themselves “open and affirming” and/or “Just Peace”, so can congregations designate themselves “earthwise.”)  An Earthwise Congregation is to be a body of action and a voice of hope, grounded in faith.

By endorsing the Earthwise Congregation designation the 27th General Synod urges congregations from across the denomination to join this effort.  The Justice and Witness Ministries and local congregations are requested to be the primary implementers of this resolution by voting to become Earthwise Congregations and by following the guidelines set forth in the resolution.

Guidelines (actions and ideals) of an Earthwise Congregation:

A. Strive to meet or exceed meaningful targets for reducing global warming pollution by taking immediate actions, where possible in its own operations, beginning with:

1. Promoting transportation options

2. Making energy efficiency a priority through building improvements, retrofitting and urging employees to conserve energy

3. Purchasing only Energy Star equipment and appliances for church use

4. Maximizing recycling in church operations

5. Engaging in tree planting

B. Establish an Earthwise Congregation committee which will:

1. Conduct periodic energy audits of church facilities

2. Conduct an annual review of new standards and new technologies with the goal of maintaining meaningful greenhouse-gas reduction objectives

3. Create an annual Earthwise Congregation action-plan, tailored to the congregation’s needs and strengths, which identifies specific and meaningful steps the congregation can take

4. Disseminate information to the congregation which is received from Energy and Climate groups

C. Urge governments and businesses to respond to global warming in such ways as:

1. Adopting measures that reduce the absolute amount of greenhouse gas emissions

2. Supporting sustainable policies for international trade and investment

3. Investing in energy conservation, specifically regarding transportation

4. Being leaders in response to global warming.

D. Act as a voice of hope in the climate crisis.

1. Engage in biblical study, reflection, prayer and education that celebrates God’s creation, emphasizing our role as stewards for creation

2. Create new opportunities to connect faith and the care of the earth through worship and common life

3. Promote public dialogue around environmental issues

4. Builds relationships with other churches and organizations

5. Act as a resource for the dissemination of current, useful information about environmental stewardship.
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