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PARTNERING WITH 1st CHRISTIAN?

What would it mean for Lyndale and Salem to expand the partnership and invite 1st Christian to become a third partner in the minister center?

That’s the question we’ll be answering in January.  The straw-poll in early December indicated a lot of support from Lyndale, 37 yes, 1 no, 4 undecided.  The Salem poll also indicated much support and many undecideds.

Mid-December, 1st Christian leaders recommended to their congregation (they’ll officially vote on Jan. 23rd) that they become part of our ecumenical partnership.  

Do you want to learn more, pray more, discuss more - so you know more in this accelerated process?  Here are a few ways to get involved.

-hear from representatives of 1st Christian on January 2 at 9:30 a.m. or noon  – Lyndale and Salem folk will also speak at First Christian that day).

-Sunday January 9, 2011.  

The Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center Board has called a (the first) Joint Meeting of the Congregations on Jan 9, at 10 a.m. for the purpose of discussing whether to invite 1st Christian Church to join the partnership.  The Stewardship Council has called a congregational meeting following that joint conversation for Lyndale to vote on the invitation. My understanding is that if each congregation votes to invite 1st Christian and they vote to accept the invitation, then we will officially vote at our congregational meeting on January 30th to ratify all that. 
(January 9th, Adult Ed. will go till 9:55 a.m. and worship will begin at 11 a.m.)

-Salem Church has put out a question and answer sheet to their congregation that has been emailed to our email blast list.  If you’d like to receive a hard copy of it, let Karn in the church office know.

-talk with leaders who have been involved in discussions with First Christian: Michael Vanderford, Fred Smith, Allan Henden, Don Portwood from Lyndale or Paul Wharton, Linda Hanson, Myra Urness, Paul Livdahl or Jen Nagel from Salem.
ADULT EDUCATION IN JANUARY

January 9th the adult class meets from 9:15 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. 

January 16th and 23rd Rebecca Voelkel on Queer Theology.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9TH  WORSHIP BEGINS AT 11:00 A.M.
Due to the Joint meeting of the Lyndale/Salem congregations and the Congregational Meeting of Lyndale UCC, worship will be delayed until 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 9th.  There should still be time to get home and watch most of that important game between the Vikings and the Lions.

Sunday, January 30 – 127th  ANNUAL MEETING OF LYNDALE CHURCH

NO Christian Education Classes  

10:30 a.m.  Joint Worship with Salem in the theater

11:30 a.m.  Lunch  

12:15 p.m. The 127th Annual Meeting of the congregation in the gallery space.   

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Demolition began right after Thanksgiving on the newer part of old Salem.  As of December 29th, it appears demolition is complete and the openings in our Salem/Lyndale Ministry Center have been sealed.  Now ½ owners of the building we are responsible again for snow removal and Glenn Crown has been doing major snow removal.  Ah, the life of a building chair person.  Excavation through the snow has also started for the Green Leaf apartments.  Stay tuned.
LENTEN MEDITATIONS?
Don Portwood
The Advent/Christmas meditations written by so many of you were amazing and well received.  There’s talk of publishing them on Kindle through Jim Smith and Amazon.  And chinwagging of continuing the great idea that Larry Pray offered at a Congregational Meeting.

So how about Lenten Meditations? Lent is the 40 days before Easter, excluding Sundays.  It starts late this year, Ash Wednesday is March 9th.  That gives you time to write and us to gather meditations, poetry, pictures and passions.  Lent originated in the early Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.

It is a season for reflection and taking stock.  Willing to try? What do you think?  What have you learned/are learning in our wilderness at IA, or your wilderness/es?)  How have difficult times born fruit in your life?  Deadline for submissions is Sunday, February 27th.
SIMPSON SHELTER DATES FOR 2011

Wednesday, January 5

Thursday, February 3

Wednesday, March 2

Thursday, April 7

Wednesday, May 4

Thursday, June 2

Wednesday, July 6

Thursday, August 4

Wednesday, September 7

Thursday, October 6

Wednesday, November 2

OVERFLOW PARKING

We received an invitation from TruStone Financial, across Lyndale Ave. that we can use their parking lot on Sundays.  For any other use, we’ll need to let them know and perhaps get a parking permit to put on the front dash to avoid being towed.  Policy being developed as you read.  One of Lyndale’s members was hooked up to be towed when they came out following the Christmas Eve service. Luckily $100 cash stopped that tow truck in it’s tracks.  The $100 will be reimbursed by someone, we’re in conversation to see who.

FEBRUARY LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Monday, January 24th
JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
1/1
Roseann Lloyd

1/11
Vicki Keck

1/16
Grace Cordahl

1/22
Trish Bruxvoort-Colligan

1/22
Serena Schraeder

1/23
Janet Skidmore

1/24
Joyce Battcher-Malchow

1/25
Pam Meyerhoff

JANUARY
CALENDAR
Sunday, January 2

9:15 a.m.   No C. E. 
9:30 a.m.  Representatives from 1st Christian in the café space.
10:30 a.m.  Worship in the gallery.  Ritual Sunday.
Noon – Representatives from 1st Christian in the café space.

Activista’s meeting in the media room.

Monday, January 3

7:00 p.m.  Stewardship Council at Portwood’s.  117 Portland Ave.

Wednesday, January 5

6:00p.m. Simpson Shelter

Thursday, January 6
7:00 p.m.  3 – church discussion at 1st Christian  
Sunday, January 9
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages.  Adult Ed. ends at 9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.  Joint meeting of Lyndale/Salem congregations to discuss invitation to 1st Christian.

Approx 10:30 a.m.  Congregational Meeting of Lyndale UCC to vote on invitation to 1st Christian
11:00 a.m. Worship in the gallery
12:15 p.m.  C.E. meeting in the conference room.

Tuesday,  January 11

7:00 p.m.  Joint Ministry Center Board meeting at IA

Thursday, January 13
9:00 a.m. Faith & Fellowship-Audrey’s.

Sunday, January 16
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in the gallery

Sunday, January 23
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Worship in gallery

11:45 a.m.  Lynea talking about “Taking Roots” after lunch

Monday, January 24
February LYNDAILY deadline
Thursday, January 27
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship-

Audrey’s.
Sunday, January 30
9:15 a.m.  No C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Joint Worship with Salem in the theater
11:30  Lunch
12:15 p.m.  The 127th Annual Meeting of Lyndale Church.

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
By Elly Wagner
 
We’re doing lots of celebrating that Joyce Battcher-Malchow came through her surgery with flying colors and is feeling great. We are so grateful for God’s presence in Joyce and Doug’s lives and for their presence in our congregation.
 
I know many of us are grateful during Christmas for time with family and friends. It has been a real gift to have people worshiping with us that we don’t get to see very often. Welcome to all who have been able to join us over the holidays.
 
We also rejoice at the children’s Christmas pageant. They did a beautiful job despite missing a vital rehearsal because of the big snow storm, and we appreciate the work of all who were so diligent in organizing and making it happen.
 
We also had a fun celebration at the shower for Bethany Snyder’s and Kris Maul’s baby Elle, and we also enjoyed having Elle and Lillian (Jeanine and Terri Homan’s new baby) appear as our two female baby Jesus’ in the pageant.
 
I want to thank all who offered advent meditations and especially Larry Pray for suggesting the idea. They provided continued inspiration throughout Advent, while reminding us of the wisdom and faithfulness of those in our congregation.
 
Congratualtions to Mindy Eschedor for playing keyboards in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. I was able to attend one of the performances, and it was an amazing production!
 
It was such a joy seeing Trish and Richard Bruxvoort Colligan and having them perform a concert during Advent. They bring such an inspiring ministry through their presence and their music.
 
We of course have many continuing prayers to offer. We grieve at the death of Vicki Keck’s brother-in-law, who died while she was at Trish and Richard’s concert. She was able to travel to California to be with her family, and we hope she was able to celebrate his life and family bonds.
 
Prayers for John Edberg and his family at the death of his brother-in-law Richard, while working out of state. We hold him in prayer along with his only sibling Laurie and niece Katy (17) and nephew Ron (14) as well as John’s parents who are 84 and 90. John said he would appreciate prayers for the emotional health of his family and for John’s wisdom in understanding new responsibilities in the weeks ahead.
 
We pray for continuing healing for Betty Schraeder as she recovers from two eye surgeries for glaucoma. It will take a while before she knows how much vision returns. We pray for a wonderful restoration of vision for her.
 
We pray for Andy Lawrence’s mother, Neva, who has Alzheimer’s disease. Andy was able to visit her over Thanksgiving, but it is difficult that they are 700 miles apart so much of the time. We surround Neva, Andy, and their whole family with our prayers.
 
Kelsey Renk, a newcomer to Lyndale Church has asked for prayers for her uncle Raymond, who has colon cancer and possibly only one month to live. We pray with her that he will be able to be comfortable and with loving friends and family as he approaches the end of his time on earth, and we pray for Kelsey and her family as they deal with this difficult time.
 
We continue healing prayers for Larry Pray’s son Andy, who had surgery 4 months ago but still is not able to walk and rejoice with Larry and Connie on their 40th wedding anniversary on December 26th.

 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.

YOUNG ADULT GATHERING

Jillian Emery

Tuesday, January 11, 7:00 p.m. young adults are invited to gather at Herkamer, just north of Lake and Lyndale. We will meet once a week to discuss current issues that we are facing and how they impact our world, country, society & communities.  Our focus will be on how we respond to these issues based on our religious standpoint.  Each week we’ll choose a different topic to discuss.  Day, time & place may change from week to week but an email will be sent out to inform everyone.  Feel free to bring others along as well!  - Jillian

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Friday, January 14, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. the Woman’s Group invites young and old to volunteer for Feed My Starving Children. Lyndale and Salem people are invited to the Chanhassen site to pack meals at this whole family service opportunity. Arrive 15 minutes before the shift starts (5:45 p.m.) for instructions.  Signup on the table in the café space or contact Ann Barten, (612-724-0712 or eabarten@juno.com) for more information or ride share possibilities.
CE/SS COMMITTEE DECEMBER UPDATE
Kathy Hayden SS/CE committee 
Co-chair
We had an amazing Christmas pageant The Three Trees, adapted from the folk tale by Sandra Block. The children and adult leaders did a great job considering the canceled practices due to snow and missed practices due to family schedules. Sheena Dean our director provided a calm creative positive "we can do this" attitude. Sandy Block and Allen Henden brought great organization and creative skills to stage scenery and costumes. Vicki Keck shared her talents in dance and speaking lines with the children. Michael Vanderford worked with the children all year during gathering time with learning songs and music support. I want to offer a special thank you to our child artist Emily Miller.  She created our program cover, her vision of the story. I was very proud of our preschool class and their beautiful time dancing. I would like to hear from the children on what the experience meant to them. Any writers out there? Thank you Larry (Lyndale) and Nick (Salem) for organizing the food and drink social time.

 

Our January Intergenerational activity is the Polar Bear Picnic on Jan 29th, Saturday from 12-4pm at Lowry Nature Center 7025 Victoria Drive Victoria, MN 55386. Pick up directions from IA on the information table. Please sigh up if you are interested in car pooling. 

Celebrate winter and all it has to offer! Snowshoe the trails, kicksled on the lake ice, hunt for medallions, and challenge your family to a game of ice mini-golf. Go downhill sledding, warm up by a bonfire, or head inside for crafts and snacks. Don't let winter get you down; come outside and play! Picnic lunch concessions will be available for purchase.

 

We encourage children, families, and friends to join the Lyndale woman's group for Feed My Starving Children on Jan 14th Fri from 6-7:30pm at Chanhassen location. 

 

Our next stewardship project for the children will be a bake sale and card fundraiser on Feb 13th for the Malaria Nothing but Nets Project. We will be educating the children about the malaria crisis and the need for life saving nets. 

 

NO Sunday School Jan 30th due to annual meeting.

 

Jan 9th we will finish our Joseph and Pharaoh bible story. 

Jan 16 and 23th and Feb 6th and 13th we will read and learn about the bible story of Wandering in the Wilderness.

 

All are welcome at our next CE committee meeting on Jan 9th 12:00-01:00pm in poetry room. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:    612-490-8935

      home: 612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com
 
“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
   and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
   I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.”
       --Jeremiah 31.13

 

As we begin this new calendar year of 2011, may these words of the prophet Jeremiah become more and more true.  Our neighborhood community now is able to see very tangibly the commitment of Lyndale and Salem Lutheran, as well Brighton Development, to being a presence and partners for good in the neighborhood.  Our congregations, along with First Christian, are joining with other Faith Communities in the Whittier area to become more active partners for good and justice in the community as well.  And, we are looking forward to 2011 to be a key time in this development.

 

The Social Justice Committee, along with Salem, will learn about and explore the possibility of becoming involved with the Taking Root program, an Interfaith refugee resettlement effort.  In this program, teams of Muslims and Christians work together with people resettling in Minnesota, who don’t have any family or community connections here.  Come and learn more about this program, along with members of Salem and some Muslim neighbors, from Lynea Geinert of the Minnesota Council of Churches, after worship, on January 23.  And, enjoy a lunch of soup, bread, and fruit too!

 

Look for more information, as it becomes available, about these upcoming evening-time Taking Heart Muslim-Christian dialogue and social events:

 

-      Monday, January 17

Minnesota Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

10715 Zenith Avenue South, Bloomington

 

-      Monday, February 14

Oak Grove Presbyterian Church

2200 West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington


May God’s just peace be with you, your family, and your community.

BRAD MCNAUGHT CENSORED BY STAR TRIBUNE

If you missed Brad McNaught’s letter to the editor published on Christmas Day, check it out and compare to the original. His witty letter included some social commentary that was changed by the paper.     

 
Original Version

 

Top Ten Reasons Why Jesus Would Not Be Born in Minnesota
10. Donkey got stuck in snow bank and towed to impound lot.
9.  Relatives all vacationing in Boca Raton.
8.  Mary unable to nurse due to frozen milk.
7.  Congresswoman Michele Bachmann threatened to arrest and deport Jesus as an illegal alien.   
6.  Wisemen cannot follow star because of 6 month cloud cover.       
5.  Doesn’t want to be associated with Brett Favre and Minnesota Vikings.
4.  Angels booked up singing at St. Olaf College Christmas Festival.
3. Governor Tim Pawlenty turned down Federal healthcare money for people living in poverty.
2. Snow caved in roof of stable.
1.  Inn serving lutefisk.     
Censored Version

Here are the top 10 reasons why Jesus would not be born in Minnesota:

 

10.Donkey got stuck in snowbank, was  towed to impound lot.

 

9.Relatives all vacationing in Boca Raton.

 

8. Mary unable to nurse due to frozen milk.

 

7.Politicians threatened to arrest and deport Jesus as an illegal alien.

 

6.Wise men cannot follow star because of six-month cloud cover.

 

5. Doesn't want to be associated with the Minnesota Vikings.

 

4. Angels booked up singing at St. Olaf College Christmas Festival.

 

3. Federal health care money declined for people living in poverty.

 

2.Snow caved in roof of stable.

 

1.Inn is serving lutefisk.
 STORAGE CHANGES @ INTERMEDIA ARTS
Intermedia Arts will turn what has informally been Lyndale/Salem storage space in the gallery into an artist in residence space, starting in January. This means we must now store all chairs/hymnals, piano etc. under the back of the risers in the theater space.  Doug Malchow has determined the chair caddys will work to pull the rack of chairs into the gallery, but set up and tear down will be more complicated.  Give a hand when you can.  
PLANNING AHEAD FOR PEACE
By Elly Wagner

This is a heads up for 3 adult ed sessions in February on the topic of peace. On February 13th we will talk about schools, with a video of Greg Mortenson, author of "Three Cups of Tea," and "Stones into Schools" regarding his work for peace and the schools he has built in Pakistan and Afghanistan. We will also learn about the "Pennies for Peace" program that involves curriculum for use in American schools, as well as some resources for parents.
 
On February 20th we will have a guest speaker, Tom White, who will talk about "The Financial and Human Costs of War: A Spiritual Perspective." Tom is a member of Veterans for Peace, Minnesota Peace Project, Minnesota Alliance of Peacemakers, and Interfaith Peacemakers of Edina. He has also been an International Election Observer in El Salvador, and he has a wealth of factual information that can be eye-opening and give us information that we can share with others in talking to family and friends about peace.
 
Then on February 27th, Amy Blumenshine, one of the authors of "Welcome Them Home, Help Them Heal: Pastoral Care and Ministry with Service Members Returning from War," will talk to us about reaching out to returning veterans and making our congregation a healing place for them. I think her discussion can also challenge us to think about healing for all of us who live in this culture of violence and war.
 
I encourage you to invite people you know to join us for any or all of these sessions. Even though our room is small, we can fit more people in!
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