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FREE ICE CREAM IN THE PARK

Wednesday, August 31st 6:30 p.m. Lyndale Church folks will be scooping ice cream and rice cream (for vegans) into bowls and cones of neighbors in the immediate neighborhood around our soon to be new home.  This ice cream party is a way to meet and greet our new neighbors before winter.  The idea is part of the Visioning Process we're putting into reality.  So come on down to Whittier Park, Harriet Ave. S. between 26th and 27th and practice hospitality with Lyndale folks and some of our new neighbors.  (Rain date will be Thursday, September 1.)
INVITATION DELIVERY FOLKS NEEDED

Volunteers needed.  The new Community Life Committee will not only be providing the ice/rice cream, cones, bowls and toppings for the party, but they'll be organizing people to flyer the neighborhood around the Ministry Center with invitations and information about Lyndale Church.

Can you help flyer the 3 block area around the Ministry Center?  (More if we have more people.)

Sign up at the church or call or email the co-chairs of the Community Life Cmte, Nancy Homdrom or Glenn Crown.  There are two opportunities to flyer..  1) After worship, noon on Sunday, August 28th. or Monday, August 29th, 6:30 p.m.....or when you can get there.  Meet at Intermedia Arts. 

We'll have maps available with the blocks we'd like you to drop off flyers at neighbors homes and apartments (if possible).  If we get enough volunteers we can do more than a 3 block radius around the Ministry Center.  Even if you can't flyer, come to the party and meet some new neighbors!!
SERVING AT SIMPSON SHELTER

Thursday, August 4, 6:30 p.m. is our monthly time to prepare and serve a meal at Simpson. Mary Vanderford is co-ordinating.  If you can help out in August, contact Mary at 612-827-3014 or  mandmvanderford@gmail.com 
“CHANGE AND TRANSITION” THEME FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS YEAR.  TEACHERS AND RESOURCE PEOPLE NEEDED! 

Kathy Hayden SS/CE co-chair
Our theme for the year will be change and transition since we'll be moving into our new building this fall/winter and adding First Christian to the Sunday School after the first of the year.  Deb Murphy from First and Catrina Ciccone from Salem will be writing a curriculum based on stories in the Bible that deal with change. They will provide a solid framework with plenty of activities to choose from. They will be around as resource people to teachers. With that great theme and these resources in our midst, would you be willing to teach?  We have 5 teachers and would like 4 more for the fall. Teachers would then rotate every other month (possible every third month).

 

Also, would you be willing to share a talent or passion with a teacher and class?  We will continue to use the rotational model. We need "resource" volunteers willing to work with teachers for 3 weeks 1-2 times a year. We are looking for individuals who have a talent, a passion in drama, science, arts, crafts, music, writing, dance/movement, and story telling. When 1st Christian joins us in January we'll add a few more children, more teachers, and more resource people.  Talk with me, Don or Jen if you want to know more.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE


The new entrance is framed in, covered and insulated and the steps to the main floor are opened.  The main floor has been totally soundproofed and leveled and work is being done to prepare the baptismal area in the fellowship hall for the immersion tank for First and bowls for Lyndale and Salem.  On the garden level, the sanctuary walls are framed in, the ceiling dry walled and plumbing and hvac are going in.  Design teams and the Ministry Center Board continue to make recommendations and decisions about pricing, lighting, colors and flooring.  The technology committee has gotten some initial pricing for security, phones, technology during worship. Plans still look like an end of November, early December completion.  
FUN CAMPING TIME

Kathy Hayden
We had 8 families who camped at Baker Park. There was storytelling, music and singing, sharing food and treats. We biked, went boating and swimming together. We even had a ministry center presentation by Michael Vanderford. Our kids, from 4 years to almost 12, played well together. Our world leaders could learn something from our children. Aiden said when Sitotaw talked him into going into the woods and he really did not want to he told Sitotaw if anything happens to me he was responsible. Interesting idea taking responsibility for our actions and words. Being a Sunday school teacher or resource volunteer you too can learn valuable life lesson from the minds and hearts of our children.  

CELEBRATE MICHAEL’S RETIREMENT

Everyone is invited to an Open House at the Vanderfords (4154 Blaisdell Ave. S.) to celebrate with Michael his retirement from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service after 37 years.
DATE:  Sunday, July 31st

TIME:  4:00 - 7:00pm

No gifts please.  Your presence will be gift enough.

LYNDALE/SALEM INVOLVED IN MINNESOTA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP.

Mary Vanderford

As part of a Taking Root team under the Mn. Council of Churches refugee sponsorship program, Mary Vanderford, Mark and Jim (from Salem), two other women from other Christian churches plus Fatima, Aisha and Anisa (three Somali women) are resettling a Somali family who arrived Monday, 7/25.  This family of 8 will be living at 2123 5th Ave. S. in a duplex.  The parents have been in a refugee camp in Ethiopia for 20 years!  The apartment has the bare necessities.  If there are any needs that come up - the team members might seek donations from their religious communities.  Mary will keep Lyndale church members posted as to ways they might be involved.

TIME FOR A JUST PEACE IN THE LAND CALLED HOLY: an ecumenical accompanier speaks out against the occupation and for nonviolent resistance

Monday, August 15, 7 p.m. former Lyndale member Loren McGrail speaks about her time as an 

Ecumenical Accompanier with the World Council of Church and Global Mission to the UCC in 

Palestine.  She'll show the video, The General's Son and a slide presentation. 

Rev. Loren McGrail uses a rights based framework along with the Kairos Palestine Document 

to outline what a Just Peace would look like and what it requires from us including 

limiting military aid to Israel and BDS. 

Where: Faith Mennonite Church, 2720 E 22nd St. Minneapolis

When: Monday August 15, 2011

Time: 7-9 p.m.

Co-sponsors: Faith Mennonite, Community of St. Martin and Lyndale United Church of Christ
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

Lyndale, First Christian and Salem will be joining together for a day of service at Feed My Starving Children, Saturday, August 20, from 9 – 11 a.m. Pastor Dennis Sanders is the organizer for this event. If you would like to participate, contact him by August 14 at associtepastor@fccminneapolis.org or 612-870-1868.

LYNDALE’S NEW WEB SITE
One of the objectives of the Visioning Process was an updated web site.  We have heard from many of you and know from others, that long before someone worships or attends an event with a Church, they check them out on their website.  And Lyndale folks have been asking for better calendar capabilities and a way to blog and carry on conversations with one another.  We've found a way to make that all happen. 

Karn and I have been working on a new website that is now up and running.  It's through Connected Word and allows us to make major changes and updates that we couldn't before.
We're still figuring out how to make everything work: adding text and pictures, filling up the calendar and 
learning about the blog capabilities for members/friends.  That will take a little more time.

But if you're an internet user, we'd like your input on the new site.  Keep checking it. It will be changing over the summer.  Are we missing something?  Is there something we can do to make it easier for new users/members?  You may not be a web site expert, but if you use the internet and go to websites, you might have some suggestions to help make Lyndale's site better.

Got pictures of activities over the last few years?  Let us know, we’ll tell you how to download them to our Photobucket.  We will also need some of you to write up text about your team, event etc.  And if you want to be a "spider on the web team", a go between - between Karn and the congregation, helping her gather info, let us know that, too.

But for now, what do you think of the overall and specific look and movearoundability?  If you use email, get back to us at  lyndaleucc@juno.com.  You can also write or call and leave a message.
We are of course, www.lyndaleucc.org
JULY
CALENDAR 
Thursday, August 4
6:00 p.m.  Simpson Shelter

Sunday, August 7

9:15 a.m.  No C. E. 
10:30 a.m.  Worship, with communion in the theater

Tuesday, August 9

7:00 p.m. Theology Uncorked

Wednesday, August 10

6:30 p.m. Design Worship Team

Thursday, August 11
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.  

Sunday, August 14

10:30 a.m.  Worship in the theater

Loren McGrail preaches

Monday, August 15

Loren’s Presentation on Palastine at Faith Mennonite 

Saturday, August 20

11:00 a.m. Feed my Starving Children

Sunday, August 21
10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

Allan Henden preaches

Monday, August 22
SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Thursday, August 25
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.  

7:00 p.m.  Ministry Center Board Meeting at First  

Sunday, August 28
10:30 a.m. Worship in the theater

Noon Flyer neighborhood for Ice Cream Party

Monday, August 29

6:30 p.m. Flyer neighborhood for Ice Cream Party

Wednesday, August 31

6:30 p.m. Ice Cream Party in Whittier Park

WE CAN’T LIFT THE DEBT LIMIT: SUMMER SLOWDOWN AND PLEDGED GIVING
Thanks to all who have been catching up with or are ahead on your pledges.  Pledged giving had been down around $8,000 all summer.   Many of you responded and at this writing pledged giving, expected to be $75,968 is $58,156 down. That’s still a deficit of $7,812.  If you are able, please catch up with your pledge.  Reports for the first ½ year were available the end of June or you can call the church office and get an update from Karn.  If things have changed in your life and fulfilling your pledge is going to be an issue, please call the church office and talk with Karn or Don.    
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
8/1
Patrick Garton

8/3
Jim Smith

8/5
Rebecca Wilson

8/6
Andrea Lawrence

8/8
Cindy Orbovich

8/25
Audrey Benson

8/26
Michael Vanderford

8/31
Betty Schraeder

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Monday August 22

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner

 
I didn’t get a column done for the July Lyndaily, so I have some catching up to do. If I miss anything, please remind me and I’ll include it in upcoming newsletters. I hope all of you are having a good summer. I had a good time on the North Shore with my brother Paul and his wife Patty, who drove their trailer from Florida for a visit the first week in July. Despite the state shutdown that kept us from camping in Cascade State Park, we were able to get a spot in the Grand Marais municipal campground and had a great Fourth of July. We met two women from Canada who couldn’t quite figure out what we weird Minnesotans were doing (they were too polite to call us weird).
 
A special rejoicing for Katie Lien, who graduated High School from Second Foundation School in Minneapolis on June 7th. Her ambitions are to travel, and one adventure of interest in her future is to work on an organic farm in Ireland as well as attend Minneapolis Community Technical College this fall. Katie wishes to thank all those who supported her with a spiritual upbringing through her years of growing up at Lyndale and "many fantastic memories I will behold and treasure dearly." We celebrate with Katie and keep her in our prayers as she embarks on big changes in her life.
 
We miss seeing Anita and Dan Vanderploeg over the summer but hope they are having a wonderful time at their summer place in Nisswa. They celebrated the graduation of their two daughters this year. Karen graduated from Pittsburgh Seminary, a Presbyterian theological seminary, and she is seeking a pastoral position, while Julie graduated from the University of Minnesota in Public Health and will be employed by the Minnesota Health Department, where she worked as an intern while she was a student. Congratulations to Karen and Julie as they begin new careers and to Anita and Dan as they celebrate these important milestones in their family. 
 
We are grateful that BethAnne Nelson is back from New Mexico after her two weeks there with the No More Deaths program. She reports that it was a life-changing experience and she hopes to go again next year. She promises to fill us in further on her experiences there sometime in the fall.
 
We also welcome April Conlee, Kathryn Lee, and Keegan Conlee back from their wonderful trip to Iceland. I hope we will be hearing more about that also.
 
Congratulations to Michael Vanderford on his retirement. We appreciate his many years of service in wildlife management that has benefitted our state as well as our whole country, and we look forward to hearing of his adventures as both he and Mary enjoy their well-earned retirement time.
 
I was sorry to miss One Voice Mixed Chorus’ Bang, Boom Crash concerts. It is an excellent group that includes our talented Allan Henden, and I hear the concerts were really fun! I also missed Janet Skidmore in the Artcar Horn Fanfare, which was part of the Northern Spark Festival. Lots of high energy things going on!
 
A big group of Lyndalians were able to experience the Carmina Burana concert at Orchestra Hall in June and Claire Klein’s singing as part of the chorus. It was a great performance, and we were all so pleased to be there!
 
Hearing Loren McGrail was also a celebration as she spoke and showed pictures from her three months as an Ecumenical Accompanier with the World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical Accompaniment program in Israel and Palestine. It was good to see her and hear about what she did there. The group is doing very important work in the Middle East.
 
Congratulations to Robert Frame on being a finalist for the Eugene Asher Distinguished Teaching Aware of the American Historical Association. (The AHA is the largest professional, academic history organization in the United States.) He was nominated by one of his Normandale Community College students. The winner will be chosen sometime before January 2012. Robert says, "I would be both honored and astonished to accept the award in the name of instructors throughout America’s community colleges. If indeed God concerns himself with a sparrow–and teaching awards–I welcome your requests to God to give it to me!" We send our prayers for Robert and celebrate his contributions as an instructor.
 
I was able to attend the "Walk through" of Larry Pray’s exhibition of his paintings and poems at the Prebyterian Church of the Apostles in Burnsville, which was an inspiring experience. His talent is such a gift to all of us.
 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
SIMPSON SHELTER REPORT
Robert Frame

July Simpson Report: Fred Kuhnen is The Man

The thanks of our dinner guests - and those of Theresa and I - flow to Fred Kuhnen. Immediately after our June service, he let us know a neighbor would donate dozens of buffalo meat brats, and wondered if we would be interested in creating a meal around them. What, step outside our well-defined comfort 

zone?!?! "Absurd," as Tevye sang in _Fiddler on the Roof_. Or not ...

His idea caught people's imagination, and soon Theresa and Diane Peterson (resident nutritionist) were brainstorming side dishes. In the end, not only did Fred's idea sweep us along, Fred bought the many additional, traditional brats needed, all the buns - AND grilled them at home on Wednesday afternoon and transported them, still warm, to Simpson. (He was adamant that brats, to do them full justice, really needed to be cooked on the grill.) Diane brought in and flavored up baked beans, Theresa brought 

in cole slaw and everything needed for our big green salad. Scott Peterson deserves his own special mention for going from the Twins matinee to help Fred grill about 200 brats. (Around 120 guests, figuring on 1 for some, 2 for others: 1.5 per person average.) Thanks, Scott!

Doug Malchow brought ice cream and sauce and a huge bowl of strawberries all ready to top sundaes, which he prepared with Joyce's help at home. Betty Tisel, Nora Tisel Farley, and Grace Culhane brought milk and juice, washed (and spun: Betty brought her salad spinner), chopped and made up a huge bowl of salad. All of them, with additional help from Glenn Crown, served the summer picnic food to the Simpson guests on a day with weather very appropriate for the menu. All except Diane: she stayed in the kitchen, constantly warming and serving our veggie-burger option when she was not busy restocking the other foods.

Thanks to everyone for a grand, and very successful, experiment! We serve again on Thursday, August 4 and Wednesday, September 7. We will be back to our normal menu; we hope you will join us in serving up less summer-y, but still hearty, fare!

“CONVERSATIONS IN SONGS OF RESISTANCE AND JOY” WITH DAIRA QUINONES PRECIADO

Don Portwood

Over 60 people, many from the Columbian community in the Twin Cities attended the concert 

co-hosted by Lyndale Church, Intermedia Arts and Witness for Peace.  Daira sang songs of 

resistance and hope. 

Daira is an Afro Colombian woman, a musician/singer and an organizer for the displaced people in Bogota. She came to the US for 3 months for rest and recuperation and singing the story of her people. 

Lyndale co-sponsored the concert with Witness for Peace and Intermedia Arts.  This was 

our first co-sponsorship with Intermedia Arts and Jake provided great sound work and lighting.  It was a beautiful concert.  We received the following Thank-you note from Witness for Peace.  "We all want to express our gratitude for your just-in-time and most generous contributions to our fundraiser concert on July 10th.  You made it happen from beginning to end!  What a God-send from Lyndale UCC - muchas gracias!  The Witness for Peace Board, Staff and Daira".
My takeaway from the concert (Daira and ? sang in Spanish with themes of songs translated into English), was the mix of songs of resistance and joy that Daira sang. It made me wonder what songs of resistance do we have in our struggle for peace and justice?  We've got civil rights songs, peace songs and union solidarity songs, but as we struggle with the variety of  issues we face in the world, what music inspires and calls us to justice? 
Are there Daira Preciado's out there writing music we don't know about that would undergird our justice efforts and share the joy that Daira also showed with her music?
THEOLOGY UNCORKED


Jillian Emery, Youth and Young Adult Minister
The next Young Adults Theology Uncorked will be on Tuesday, August 9, 7:00 p.m. at Station 280, located at 2554 Como Avenue in St. Paul.  Come and join the conversation.

u

OUR SUMMER VACATION: PILGRIM POINT FAMILY CAMP
By Jeanine Dorfman

I want to share with the Lyndale community our amazing experience at Family Camp. As far as I’m aware, Lyndale doesn’t have a history (at least recently) of much involvement at Pilgrim Point, the MN Conference UCC’s camp/retreat center in Alexandria, MN. Our family hopes that next Summer, perhaps other Lyndale families will join us there (defined however you define your family; there were some single people there, as well as those who brought grandchildren or nieces/nephews). Despite being there during the horrible heat wave, and sleeping and eating in rooms without air-conditioning, we had a marvelous time! I’ll try to write again in the early Spring to remind people to think about coming to camp. Here are a few snippets from our time:

· Beautiful, sacred setting (if you haven’t been there, Pilgrim Point is truly a “point” with water on 3  sides, and also includes beautiful wooded areas)

· Sponsored by a local congregation, but open to everyone (many people who have been coming for 20 + years, but very open to newcomers).

· Truly intergenerational programming (ages ranged from Lillian --9 months-- to an 85 year old). Community building activities/discussion planned to include all.

· Varied worship opportunities: morning Taize service, evening Vespers

· Activities included: swimming, beach play, canoeing, a “water carnival” with events for all ages, sidewalk art, craft projects, a talent show, scavenger hunt, capture the flag, folk dancing, playground play, campfire with smores, a daily quiet hour, softball game… 

We wondered if we were crazy to consider attending with a 9-month old and very active, spirited 3 ½ year old, but there was always another pair of hands willing to help out as we attempted to get everyone to meals and activities close to on-time. There was also no pressure to participate in everything, which helped with the inevitable over-stimulation. We experienced truly sacred space, sacred community, and oh-so-sacred fun!

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:     612-490-8935

      home:  612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com

Let me hear what God the Sovereign will speak, for God will speak peace to the people,

God will speak to the faithful, to those who turn to God in their hearts.

Surely God's salvation is at hand 
for those who fear God, that God's glory may dwell in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

God will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness will go before God,
and will make a path for God's steps.  (Psalm 85:8-13)

What a hopeful, almost unbelievable, song in the midst of these trying days.  With the state of Minnesota still in shut-down as I write this and struggling to put together a budget that continues and exacerbates the injustices in our state and “kicks the can” of the budget problems down the road.  And, with the federal government at the brink of default and continuing our involvement in wars around the world.  Even yet, the psalmist promises us that eventually, perhaps sooner or perhaps later, “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other”!  May it be so, in our community, our neighborhood, our city, our nation, and even our world.

Even in the lazy, hazy days of August, there are community events to look forward to:

Open Houses during Ramadan

The Muslim holy month of Ramadan falls during August this year. During Ramadan Muslims fast from sun up to sun down and break the fast with a meal called Iftar after the sunset prayers. We will be presenting a series of special Taking Hearts at several mosques around the metro area. Dates and places are still being finalized, but please consider getting to know your neighbors of different faiths by attending one of these Taking Heart gatherings and sharing in the Iftar meal. Please contact Gail Anderson at gail.anderson@mnchurches.org for more information.  (And, look for announcements in the LyndalE-News e-mails and the worship bulletins as details become available.)

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 2.  Held on the 1st Tuesday of August every year, National Night Out is an opportunity for you to meet your neighbors, have a good time, and build a stronger and safer community. Every year, volunteers JUST LIKE YOU plan events for their block, from grill-outs to water balloon fights to potlucks—or a combination of all three.  For more information go to: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/nno/index.asp
Check with your neighbors and your neighborhood association about what is happening on your block and in your community.

Whittier Neighborhood events:

Peace Games

Sunday, August 14, 1 – 5 PM

Washburn Fair Oaks Park

(Across from the front of the MIA)

FFI:  Jen @ Whittier Alliance, (612) 871-7756

Third Thursday @ the MIA

Thursday, August 18, 6 – 9 PM

Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave So

On the third Thursday of every month, experience the MIA’s diverse art collection through unique programs, drinks, and live music. The event is museum-wide and is free. Admission to any film screenings is free for MIA members; $5 for non-members.

May God’s just peace be with you, your family, and your community.

OPEN HOUSES DURING RAMADAN
The Muslim holy month of Ramadan falls during August this year. During Ramadan Muslims fast from sun up to sun down and break the fast with a meal called Iftar after the sunset prayers. We will be presenting a series of special Taking Hearts at several mosques around the metro area. Please consider getting to know your neighbors of different faiths by attending one of these Taking Heart gatherings and sharing in the Iftar meal. Times to be announced.

 

Saturday, August 6, 8:15 p.m.

Anjuman-E-Asghari 10301 Jefferson Highway, Brooklyn Park
 

Tuesday, August 9, 7:30 p.m. Masjid Al-Iman Islamic Community Center of MN - 1429 2nd St. NE, Minneapolis
 

Wednesday, August 10, 7:30 p.m.  Dar Al Hijrah 504 Cedar Ave S, Minneapolis
 

Thursday, August 11, 7:30 p.m.  Masjid Al-Tawba 6861 Flying Cloud Drive, Eden Prairie
 

Friday, August 12, 7:30p.m.  Burnsville Mosque

1351 Riverwood Drive, Burnsville

 

Sunday, August 14, 7:00 p.m.  Northwest Islamic Community Center

Hamel Community Center

3200 Mill Dr., Hamel

 

Friday, August 19, 7:00 p.m.  Masjid Al-Rahman  8910 Old Cedar Ave, Bloomington
 

Monday, August 22, 7:00 p.m.  Masjid Al-Taqwa 1949 University Ave, St. Paul

To register or for more information contact Gail Anderson at gail.anderson@mnchurches.org.

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER

Saturday, October 15, 2011

10:00 a.m.   Lake Nokomis

Come learn about how YOU can join in the Fight Against Breast Cancer

Kick-off Breakfast: 

Wednesday, August 17, 010 

Registration 7:00 a.m.

Program - 7:30 a.m.- 8:30a.m.

If you would like to attend our Kick-Off Breakfast call 651-255-8715.

Invitation Only and RSVP required.

If it hasn’t done so already, breast cancer will touch you or someone you know. The disease will strike more than 200,000 times this year and claim close to 40,000 lives. 

The American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer is a noncompetitive 5K walk to save lives and create a world with more birthdays. Individuals of all ages are welcome to participate. There is no registration or minimum fundraising fee. We encourage participants to collect pledges.

To register and set up your team visit us at http://www.makingstrides.acsevents.org or call 651-255-8715 for more information.

For More Information 

Contact Sheri Cleaveland

Event Specialist

At 651-255-8715 Ext. 8715

Sheri.cleaveland@cancer.org

​
Check out our website: 

www.makingstrides.acsevents.org
LYNDALE CHURCH ENTERS GENERAL SYNOD CONTEST, IMAGINE WHAT'S POSSIBLE

The 28th General Synod of the United Church of Christ was held early in July in Tampa Florida.  The theme was “Imagine What's Possible” and churches were invited to tell part of their story with a two page entry for the synod contest.  (Deadline for entry was the end of March.)  The winning church, one from each of the 6 regions of the United Church of Christ would have the pastor and one layperson come to Synod to celebrate.

This was a great opportunity for me to get down some of the amazing history of our project, using both Michael Vanderford's reports for the Annual Meetings during the past 10 years and my notes and memories.  We didn't win the Synod Contest, but we're witnessing a miracle none the less.  Here's the article from the UCC News that mentions the contest.

“When the General Synod planning team invited UCC churches to tell their stories, more than 150 congregations jumped at the chance to enter the "Imagine What’s Possible" contest.  The friendly competition, however, proved so lively — and meaningful — that choosing the winners became a difficult task for the contests’ judges, who needed an extra 10 days to reach consensus on their final choices.  But, in the end, six winners — one from each of the UCC's six geographic regions — will be recognized for imagining a possibility and then working to make that dream a reality.”

If you have computer capabilities, here's the link, if you'd like to read about the 6 winning churches and a paragraph about all the entries.  It gives you an idea what UCC Churches are doing throughout the country to make a difference in the lives of people.  http://www.ucc.org/synod/pdfs/gs28program.pdf.  The list of churches starts on page 59 and Lyndale is mentioned on page 73.  They boiled our two pages down to a paragraph and nearly got it right.

West Central 

The congregation of Lyndale UCC in Minneapolis, Minn., had a large beautiful church building it had inherited from its forebears. But despite the large building, the congregation was small and affording the upkeep and bills was not easy. It decided on a goal of having a beautiful, environmentally and financially sustainable, multi‐use building at the current location that would host a senior housing center as well as the church. Lyndale partnered with nearby Salem Lutheran Church to build a shared worship center. Though it took many years, a lot of prayer and a partnership with a third church, Lyndale UCC stands as a testament today to the hard work of many.

That's their paragraph version.  I also boiled the two page entry down to 500 words for a “Mission Bite” in the July 20th Minnesota Conference UCC's COMMAntary.  What the two pages, 500 words and paragraph didn't allow was the details and miracles we've experienced on this long journey.  When I sent in the two page contest entry the end of March, complete with links to articles and videos etc, I also sent them a longer version that had more detail.  That's the one we're printing below.  It's a pretty long read for a newsletter, but a good reminder how far we've come by faith.  My hope is it continues to inspire us and others who are “called to ventures of which they can not see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown”.  

[image: image1.jpg](IMAGINE WHATS|

POSSIBLE

28" GENERAL SYNOD
Sl 15,2011 Tampe. P





What are your options when your building is too big and  costly and your congregation too small?  Improvise.

The chronology of events over the past 10 years that attempts to capture the faith, trust and persistence that kept us going towards this Big Hairy Audacious Goal*.  

Lyndale Congregational Church was founded in 1884 and housed in a temporary wooden chapel at the corner of Lyndale Ave. S. and Lake S.  Within a couple years the church had grown and built a new facility one block west, at the corner of Lake and Aldrich.  Lyndale Church continued to grow and in 1924 finished a new building to be home to our 900 members one block south, at Aldrich and 31st St.  That building served the congregation and neighborhood well, but after a peak of membership in the 50’s, the congregation got smaller and smaller and the building costs got larger and larger.  

As a result of a “Circle Forum” evaluation of the ministry of the Lyndale Church building (based on the book by David McMahill, Completing the Circle: Reviewing Ministries in the Congregation) held in 2002, the Stewardship Council of Lyndale Church commissioned in January 2003, a Building Discernment Task force “to develop and recommend a one-year process that examines what type of building 1) best supports Lyndale’s present and future mission 2 ) is financially affordable over time, and 3)  is sustainable over time”.  

Their report and recommendation at the Annual Meeting in January 2004 recommended that “Lyndale UCC adopt and ratify a goal to be in a new home within 5 years by taking the following actions: seek congregational support for and ultimately erect a beautiful, environmentally and financially sustainable, multi-use building at our current location that houses not only our church, but senior housing”.

At that same meeting a Fourth Foundation team was established (this would be the 4th foundation we’d ministered from) which would seek approval of the recommendations and develop options.  Interim UCC Conference Minister David McMahill called together three other UCC churches facing similar issues.  Towards the end of the summer of 2004, our pastor Don Portwood, began discussions with the outreach pastor of Salem Lutheran Church, Jen Nagel, located 3 blocks away, to talk about their similar situation.  

At the Annual meeting of the congregation in January of 2005, the congregation expanded our building goals to allow the Fourth Foundation Committee to “explore possible alternative building solutions that may involve sharing ownership interests or sharing worship space with another church”.  Throughout 2005 there were at least 4 congregational forums, 15 Fourth Foundation meetings and 14 meetings with people from Salem Lutheran Church.  By early in 2005, the dream of church/senior housing had been rejected by most developers.  Salem had CommonBond Communities do a feasibility study for affordable housing for their site at 28th and Lyndale.  They also did a study on our site and in November informed us that they could not come up with a feasible mixed use development because of parking requirements and the small size of our lot.

Better news for Salem.  CommonBond proposed demolishing the entire Salem Church building, (1904 limestone sanctuary building and 1950’s addition) and building a mixed use development with affordable housing, retail space and a new stand-alone church building.  In December of 2005 the Fourth Foundation Team recommended partnering (not merging) with Salem.  (Both Lyndale and Salem also had discussions with two neighborhood Methodist Churches about joining the partnership.)

At the Annual meeting in January of 2006, the congregation voted 50 yes, 4 no, 1 abstain “to pursue partnering with Salem Church in its development with CommonBond of a mixed-use facility for two churches including worship, education, social and administrative spaces”.  People opposed to the partnering didn’t want to partner with a church whose denomination (ELCA) wasn’t open to gay clergy, even though Jen Nagel by this time had become Salem’s interim Pastor and was in a committed relationship with another woman, a UCC pastor in the Twin Cities.  

We shared an earlier than usual worship service with Salem on February 19th when some of our boiler pipes froze creating waterfalls in the boiler room, lakes around radiators and no heat in the building.  In the spring of 2006, Lyndale, Salem and CommonBond continued to make presentations and proposals to the Whittier Neighborhood Association to obtain the neighborhoods support for this new multi-use proposal for the old Salem site.  Many in the neighborhood opposed adding more affordable housing and demolition of the Salem Sanctuary and in June, when the Minneapolis Historic Preservation Committee was preparing to vote against demolition, CommonBond withdrew the permit request and suggested looking for a developer who could re-use the sanctuary building.  

In July, the Lyndale congregation voted to share our building with Salem and established a Partnership Team to work with Salem for sharing space at Lyndale and developing a new space at Salem’s site.  Salem spent the summer and fall closing up their building and with an approved Interim Partnership Agreement, on All Saints Sunday, November 1, Salem moved the 4 blocks into our building.  Their traditional service at 8:30 a.m. worshiped in the sanctuary, as did our 10:30 a.m. service.  Their jazz service worshiped at 10:30 a.m. in our 2nd floor “dance studio”.   We combined our small youth groups and Sunday Schools as both congregations were using the “Seasons of the Spirit” curriculum.  

Salem shared a prayer that becomes our prayer at all joint meetings, “Gracious God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ.  Amen”.

In February 2007, the Salem/Lyndale Partnership Team reviewed development concept proposals from seven development teams.  In April, the team accepted the concept of developing the Ministry Center within the shell of Salem’s 1904 sanctuary and got more details from two developers.  In June, in a tight vote nearly split along congregational lines, the proposal of Brighton Development was accepted.  Giving in to neighborhood demands, they planned to tear down the newer addition to Salem and build market rate condos, while restoring the 15,000 sq. foot sanctuary for a ministry center with two sanctuaries, fellowship hall and kitchen, offices, classrooms and “rental” space.  In September, a Governance Agreement Team formed to develop a permanent partnership agreement.  In November, Salem voted to officially call Jen Nagel as Pastor and she was ordained January 19, 2008 at our shared building in an “extra-ordinary” ordination not recognized by the Synod.

In February the Stewardship Council decided to begin actively marketing our building for sale, including hiring a realtor, in order to further the objectives of our development plan with Salem and Brighton.  After interviews in April, Tom Dunn was selected and was confident a buyer could be found within a year who would want to continue to use the building as a church.  In June the Whittier Alliance Board approved the development plan for 28th and Lyndale, including our Ministry Center.  In July, representatives of New Wine Church, St. Paul, toured the building and made the first offer we had received for purchase.  Over the summer there were more negotiations.  On September 2nd the Council affirmed that we were ready to sell the building even though we didn’t know if the Ministry Center Project would go forward.  On September 16th, the worst economic crisis since the great depression began and miracle of miracles, on October 7th, Lyndale UCC and New Wine Church agreed on a purchase price for our property.  With the condo market gone, Brighton sought money for affordable housing and in November received a large grant.  On December 7th, the Lyndale congregation approved by a unanimous vote the sale of our property and a purchase agreement was signed by moderator Michael Vanderford, on December 17th.  Meanwhile, a contingency team began looking for an interim place for two churches to worship following the sale of our building.  We investigated 32 places, visited 20 and came up with 4 possibilities, settling on Intermedia Arts at 2822 Lyndale, ½ block from the Salem site.  In December an ST2 (store, toss, sell, take) team started organizing to clear out the building, acting as if the sale would go through.  How fortunate too, that we were chosen as one of 5 churches for the project entitled, “Creating Significant Worship in Times of Change and Challenge”, though United Theological Seminary. 

In February of 2009, a Design Team formed to begin planning for the still very uncertain Ministry Center and March 22nd the congregation hosted a building farewell worship service and open house for members and friends of Lyndale, present and past.  March 29th in the midst of an emptying building (the pulpit and communion table were taken out during the service) the last worship service for us at 810 W. 31st Street took place, if the closing happened.  New Wine Church was having trouble getting all the financing they needed to close, so following that “last” worship service, an emergency Congregational meeting was held and the congregation approved loaning new Wine $120,000 from the proceeds of the sale, so they could close and we could sell.   On Tuesday, March 31st,( miracle of miracles), in the worst economy since the depression, documents were signed and we sold our building to New Wine Church, a predominantly African immigrant Pentecostal church.  Pastor Tony and many of the congregation are from Nigeria and Kenya.  

April 5th, Lyndale and Salem had a Palm Sunday procession from our former church, past the sites of previous churches at Lake and  Aldrich, Lake and Lyndale, to the corner of Lyndale and 28th to see where we hoped to end up, then back to 2822 Lyndale for joint Palm Sunday Worship.  It was covered briefly by the tv news.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UfSpQcOmDk

In August, we learn the economic recession had reduced Brighton’s tax credit value for their part of the partnership development.   This created a financial gap of $900,000.  The project was put on hold until the City and State made decisions on additional affordable housing grants, scheduled for December 2009 and February 2010. Oh yes, during 2009 we also celebrated the 125th Anniversary of Lyndale Church.

In October of 2009, the Partnership Team brainstormed ideas, if the development fell apart during the winter.  In November, Lyndale voted to use this “wilderness” time to conduct a visioning process over the next year.  In December, Brighton Development separated their commercial development from the Ministry Center renovation in order to save the churches money.  The plan remained for each congregation to put $1,400,000 towards renovation.  Lyndale would have to raise at least $300,000 to make our $1.4M.  We continued to move forward as if our project would happen.  

At our January 2010 Annual Meeting, Watson-Forsberg was hired as the contractor for the Ministry Center renovation.  In February, Brighton reported only a $500,000 funding gap.  By March they told us City Planning staff were confident the gap would close and we’d be closing in September.  On April 12th, Don and Jen reported to the Partnership Team that they had met with the Pastor of 1st Christian Church, Disciples of Christ who had sold their building in the neighborhood (and were renting back) and were interested in discussions about our Ministry Center concept.  In June we received a $1400 gift from Advent Lutheran and Broadway UCC in New York City, who were celebrating the 10th year of sharing a building.  We developed a video thank-you for their gift.    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQfyncgEDXc

On July 11th the official Ministry Covenant was signed between the two congregations following worship.  August 3 a capital campaign committee recommended hiring the Ackley Consulting Group to guide Lyndale through a Ministry Center Capital Campaign.  On August 23rd the Stewardship Council was formally introduced to the interest in making 1st Christian Church a 3rd partner in the Ministry Covenant and the Ministry Center.  Representatives from the three congregations had met several times to explore the concept.

September 26th the Lyndale Congregation unanimously approved authorizing up to $500,000 for pre-closing payments for wall stabilization and asbestos abatement in a building we didn’t yet own.  November 7th a joint worship service for the three congregations to “worship and meet” was held at Intermedia Arts, followed by a shared lunch and folk dance at 1st Christian’s building.  Even though the closing hadn’t happened as planned, a groundbreaking ceremony for the affordable housing (The Greenleaf – named for John Greenleaf Whittier, Whittier being the neighborhood’s name) and sanctuary renovation was held on Friday, November 19th, attended by the mayor, city council person and director of the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, who provided the final gap money.  Another whole story could be told about how the bond market had a major hiccup on November 23rd, while the closing was happening, but miraculously, the documents were signed and Brighton became owner of most of the land, except under the now Salem/Lyndale sanctuary building.

December 1st, members of 1st Christian were invited to join the design team to discuss changes, if they became partners in the Ministry Center.  January 9, 2011, following the first Joint Ministry Covenant meeting between Salem and Lyndale, the Lyndale Congregation passed unanimously and Salem passed with 86% a motion to invite 1st Christian to join the partnership.  On January 23rd, 1st Christian Church voted 84% to join the partnership. 

In February of this year, we reworked the plans to include three congregations.  We will have 3 sanctuaries and 3 congregations worshiping at 10:30 a.m. (We'll probably use First's van to get people from the city parking lot to the still unnamed Ministry Center.) March 15th the final demolition in the sanctuary of the balcony is to commence and the new entrance on the west side of the building is to begin.  By the end of March we hope to have final numbers for the project and hope to be in the renovated building by Thanksgiving of this year.  Lyndale voted on March 6th to have a capital campaign to raise $400,000 (a Big Hairy Audacious Goal* for this congregation) for the renovation, operations and maintenance of the ministry center.  

We look forward to our joint witness together, 3 churches of different denominations combining our youth groups and Christian Education for our children; able to now afford a commercial kitchen with which we can literally serve the neighborhood. Who really knows what tomorrow will bring?  But whatever it brings, these 3 small, but vital congregations have faithfully moved forward with trust and playfulness, hope and non-attachment, prayer and vision (the last visioning team meeting will be March 28th) never imagining how much more the still speaking God had in store for us, than each of us originally thought.

*From Curt Ackley of the Ackley Consulting Group
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