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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Don Portwood

Spiritual, not religious 

That’s the way the couple described themselves when we planned the memorial service for their 4 year old son last month.  That’s the way the LynLake neighborhood was described by the survey used by the Visioning Team last year.

That’s even the way I might describe Lyndale Church. Spiritual, not religious: not doctrinal, but open to the Spirit’s blowing where she wills; centered in the words of God as we’ve received it in the Bible, but also as they comes to us in other scriptures, stories, poems, nature; as a covenant church, (not a creedal church that everyone must agree with), we are bound to one another by covenant, bound to the wider church because we choose to “covenant together”.  Then community is central to who we are…including the spiritual life of the community.
We may be spiritual, not religious, but we do have access to language so that we can “confess” what we were feeling March 20th following all that’s happening in Japan and the initial bombing of Libya: “fear, compassion fatigue, anger, worried about the kind of world we’re going to pass on to our grandchildren, overwhelmed, anxious, hopeful because of the two babies in worship, my boat is so small and the waves are so big”.

We have language and experiences for confessing our humanness, wrestling with our shadows, organizing for action against injustice and war, coming together with churches throughout the world to support our brothers and sisters in Japan.  We also know the language and experiences of betrayal, of suffering unjustly, of abandonment and grief. And we know the language and experiences of new life, new hope, surprising grace, a renewed presence, a new beginning.  
You’ll hear all that language from this spiritual, not religious community in April.  And other words in the language of song:  Round our skiff be God’s aboutness, Fear holds no sway in the heart of the warrior,  No storm can shake our inmost calm, while to that rock we’re clinging, since love commands both heaven and earth, how can we keep from singing? 
CAPITAL FUNDS DRIVE

In order to fulfill our Congregational commitment of August 22, 2010 *; the Lyndale Congregation at a March 6th congregational meeting, voted to conduct a Capital Campaign to raise $400,000 for the development, operation and maintenance of a renovated Ministry Center.

The Capital Campaign Executive Team, headed by Co-chairs Mary Lewis and Sarah Hanna has gathered a great team and are meeting to begin developing the campaign.
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

The basement and first floor concrete work is nearly completed on The Greenleaf Apartments.  Both the design teams and the ministry teams (now with three churches) continue to do the hard work of figuring out costs, space and equipment needs, timing and how to work together with hospitality, grace and practicality.   Work on the new addition (the main entrance) begins early/mid April, with final pricing for the whole project completed later in May.  By early April, another phase of interior demolition begins, with the balcony reduced in size and remaining unneeded walls in the basement removed.

The new plans will include a commercial kitchen that would allow us to serve food to the neighborhood.  We’re on the way.  Hallelujah!
APRIL WOMEN’S RETREAT

Women of Lyndale, as April 8th nears, plans for the women's retreat are coming together. Arrive Friday evening for a candlelight ceremony and share a personal talisman. On Saturday, choose from several activities to explore your own and others' spiritual journeys: walk the labyrinth, make a mandala, join a discussion group, write in your journal, meditate, and enjoy the beautiful Dwelling in the Woods facilities. There will also be opportunities for spiritual direction and massage (there is a charge for massage). Gather around a bonfire on Saturday night for whatever the spirit inspires--singing, dancing, drumming, sharing poems, stories, or special music. Worship together on Sunday morning with a special communion service before returning to the Twin Cities after brunch. 
The maximum 20 women are signed up for the retreat with a few names on the waiting list.  Thanks for the great response.
You can also check out Dwelling in the Woods website: http://dwellinginthewoods.org/The_Dwelling_in_the_Woods/Welcome.html
MAY LYNDAILY DEADLINE
Monday, April 25 
ADULT EDUCATION IN MARCH  (front room of the Egg & I)  

April 3, 10, 17 

Gregory Bringman leads us in a discussion of Bloom's and Rosenberg's Book of J: Pondering the Literary Formation of the Judeo-Christian Tradition.
Ironically, in attempting to "objectively" study its texts, 19th century German biblical historicism established (through its JEDP theory) the fragmentary nature of the Hebrew scriptures and their composite authorship, conditions which require a primary consideration of biblical texts as literary works before they may be considered as religious texts. In this three session course, we will look at Harold Bloom's and David Rosenberg's The Book of J, a critical work in the recent tradition of reading the bible as literature that stems directly from the groundwork of German historicism. 
Not only does Bloom's interpretation configure the Yahwist source (the J of JEDP and the primary source of Genesis and Exodus) as significantly different in aim and poetics to the normative scriptures we have today, Bloom also suggests that the J text offers a radical critique of masculinity and orthodoxy, arguing playfully his "fiction" of the Yahwist as a female author who no doubt enabled the entire arc of Western culture through her scandalous - though now muffled - contribution.

 Bring a friend and help our discussion.
SS/CE MARCH UPDATE: 

Kathy Hayden SS/CE co-chair

We have an amazing group of teachers and committee members. For each Bible story we will use rotation workshop format for 3 weeks. The 4th week class will be created by the children and teacher. We will collect questions and ideas from the children in a suggestion box. The teachers will draw from the suggestion box for a bonus class study. 

April 3rd and 10th: the children read and study the Prodigal Son from Luke 11-32.  Workshop focus will be on celebrating and welcoming, being loving and forgiving, belonging and inclusion, and God's amazing and surprising love for us all. Like the Prodigal Son's father, God welcomes us all home. The Ministry Center will soon be complete. We will be able to rejoice and claim our new faith home, our faith community/family.

April 17th and May 1st, 8th and 15th: children will study the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37. The lesson of loving our neighbor.
 

We have No Sunday School April 24th. 

Mark May 22 on your calendars for our end of Sunday school celebration. Witness a children led service and a playful coffee hour.
We want to invite children and families to the Summer Day Camp June 20-24, 9am-4pm for 4 year old-6th grade. It's called Creation Care, and will have a strong environmental focus, solid theology, singing, and be great fun. Jillian Emery is one of the leaders.
  

A committee of leaders from Lyndale, Salem and First Christian is working together to create a policy and structure for “Safeguarding God’s Children and Vulnerable Adults.”
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS TOGETHER
Jillian Emery
Sunday, April 10 at 9:15 a.m. the youth and young adults are invited to get together for coffee and a time to talk with one another.  We just hang out for about an hour and chat.  It's a way for our youth and young adults to interact and get to know each other.  They are both really cool groups of people and so I thought it would be fun to combine all that coolness and all hang out together every once in awhile. We will try and do this maybe once every two months or so while also still doing our separate gatherings. 
YOUNG ADULT THEOLOGY UNCORKED
Jillian Emery

Tuesday April 5th at 7 p.m. is the next Theology Uncorked.  There’s a lot to talk about so please join us.  We’re still deciding on a place in St. Paul as of this writing, so look for location in the eblast or contact me, jemery001@luthersem.edu or 612 723 3356.
EASTER BREAKFAST

The youth and young adults of Lyndale/Salem will host and Easter Breakfast on Easter morning, starting at 9:30 a.m.  Join us for Cinnamon rolls, Muffins, Fresh Fruit, Juice, Coffee & Fellowship
Donations to benefit youth and young adult ministries.


Please join us!
APRIL
CALENDAR
Sunday, April 3
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship, with communion in the theater  

12:00  Garden Meeting
Thursday, April 7

6:00 p.m.  Simpson Shelter
Friday, April 8 – Sunday April 10

Women’s Retreat

Sunday, April 10
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m.  Worship in the theater, 
Thursday, April 14
9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.

Noon Out Front Lobby Day
Sunday, April 17
9:15 a.m.  C. E. for all ages

10:30 a.m. Palm Passion Sunday Worship in the theater.
Tuesday, April 19
7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, April 20
6:30 p.m.  Stewardship Council

Thursday, April 21
6:30 p.m.  Pot luck and Maundy Thursday Worship at Mary Lewis’ home

Friday, April 22

7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Worship at IA

Sunday, April 24 

9:15 a.m.  NO Christian Ed. classes

10:30 a.m.  Easter Worship in the theater

Monday, April 25

MAY newsletter deadline

Thursday, April 28

9:00 a.m.  Faith and Fellowship at Audrey’s.
7:00 p.m.  Ministry Center Bd. at 1st.

LYNDALE GOES TO WISCONSIN

Joe Bunce

Following the service on March 6th, a delegation of Lyndale members took a short trip to Hudson, Wisconsin in order to add their voices to the chorus of Wisconsonites and others voicing their concerns about the recent actions of Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker and his law eliminating most collective bargaining rights for public employees. Approximately 300 people gathered together on a well-traveled bridge holding signs, chanting, singing and putting 

forth the message that this law has nothing to do with balancing the budget and is in fact simply an attempt to strip public employees of their basic rights.  Recall petitions were a common sight.

It was a fascinating follow-up to the lessons learned about solidarity in the Adult Education class that very morning, as members of the Lyndale group held discussions and communicated with union members, public employees and other allies, sharing our common concerns about the issues that brought us there, and very encouraging to see the huge show of support for the cause... roughly 90 

percent of all passing cars honked in support, many of them carrying the same signs in their windows that the protesters were waving. The very same situation could have very easily have happened, and could yet happen, in Minnesota. The 

importance of supporting our neighbors in their struggles was never clearer than on the afternoon of Sunday, March 6th.

REJOICE AND CELEBRATE
Elly Wagner
 
I missed writing a column last month, so we have some catching up to do. I am very grateful and definitely celebrating that I am cast free and walker free, back to work and driving again, following my broken ankle in January. Thanks to all who helped me so much during those many weeks of recovery.
 
We continue to pray for Betty Schraeder, who is doing better after 3 eye surgeries but still has not gotten her vision back. We pray for miraculous healing and restoration of sight for her.
 
We also pray for Beth Ann’s Uncle Steve as he deals with cancer. We will hold him and his family in our prayers that God’s healing may come upon him.
 
We were sorry to hear that Claude Meyerhoff’s father fell and broke his hip. We hope by now he is recovering well in New York, and we send prayers for continuing healing.
 
We grieve with Kelsey Renk and her family at the death of her Uncle Raymond (on her dad, Robert’s, side). She was grateful that her grandmother was able to fly out to Arizona and be with him before his died. May memories of his life and what he meant to those around him bring comfort.
 
We were saddened by news of the death of Brad McNaught’s grandnepthew, who was killed in a motorcycle accident. We grieve with Brad and Ruth and their family and surround them with our prayers.
We also grieve with Emily Eaton and John Golden and their families at the sudden death of 4 year old Julian following chemotherapy for leukemia.  They are family friends of the Portwoods and Don preached at Julian’s memorial service at Colonial Church of Edina.
 
We have news of two of Rebecca Miller’s relatives. Her stepdad’s father, Leonard Kloeber, has been in failing health in New Jersey, where he went into a nursing home recently and has been on dialysis. May he be held in the light of the Holy One, as we hold Rebecca and her family in our love and caring as well. We were pleased to hear that Rebecca’s cousin, Oahn Meyer, who had an ovarian tumor removed, has learned that the tumor was not cancerous. We send prayers for her healing as she recuperates in Washon, Washington.
 
We rejoice that Ande Lawrence came through her cardiac ablation procedure very well and is back with us ready to sing with the women’s ensemble again soon.
 
We also are very grateful that Barb Portwood came through her eye surgery successfully and is doing well. Barb will have cataract surgery on that eye before Easter. We continue to feel very fortunate for her expert legal support as we go through our wilderness to the new Ministry Center.
 
We celebrated with people all across the nation as Melia’s mother was safely evacuated from her apartment on Tahir Square in Cairo during the protests in Egypt. It was amazing to follow her story on network television, and we are grateful for her safe return to the United States.
 
We continue to keep Mindy Eschedor in our thoughts and prayers as she continues her search for a new permanent position. Week after week, we are so blessed to have her sharing her wonderful music talent with us.
 
We also surround former Lyndale member Loren McGrail with our love and light as she spends a few months in Palestine as an Ecumenical Accompanier. We pray for her safe return and hope to hear of her experiences when she comes back to the U.S.
 
Congratulations to Vickjoan Keck for her performance in Penner vs. the Hydra at the Peoples Center Theatre in February. It was her best part to date and I’m sure it was one of her best performances.
 
Remember to share what’s happening with you, so others at Lyndale can share in your special times. Let me know in person, by email at ellyrw@aol.com or by phone at 952-922-7703.
APRIL BIRTHDAYS

4/6
Anna Orbovich

4/11
Nancy Schraeder

4/13
Kathryn Lee

4/13
Henry Kuhnen

4/20
Paul Thuras

4/29
Betty Tisel

4/30
Jeanine Dorfman
EASTER MEMORIAL GARDEN
Because of our rental status at Intermedia Arts, we can’t buy and leave Easter lilies or azaleas etc. in the spaces. So if you have an Easter flower you’d like to loan us for Easter morning worship, bring it with you in the morning and take it home following worship.  It might even be warm enough by then to not worry about damaging it in the cold.  Spring is coming!
COMMUNITY MATTERS

by Allan Henden, Community Minister

      cell:     612-490-8935

      home:  612-824-5793

      e-mail: ajaj5520@msn.com

For once you were darkness, but now in God you are light. Live as children of light — for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to God. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it says,
  "Sleeper, awake!
   Rise from the dead,
     and Christ will shine on you."   (Ephesians 5:8-14)

And so, the Epistle Reading (from the Christian Scriptures of the Bible) for the 4th Sunday in Lent calls us to not only live into God’s light and goodness, but to be that light in our communities and world, shining on and exposing injustice and corruption, and drawing all to the light of God’s love.  May we all join in this journey to light and all-embracing love, as Spring dawns and Lent leads us to the glory of Easter.

For opportunities to learn & enhance our shining lights, here are some upcoming community events:

April 3, Sunday, 4:30 - 8:00 PM: Passover Seder for the Interfaith Community

Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave., St. Paul

SPIN (the Saint Paul Interfaith Network) invites the community to its fourth annual Passover Seder for the Interfaith Community.  

Led by Rabbi Amy Eilberg with adult and youth leaders of several religious traditions, the Seder expresses the universal longing for freedom, justice, and transformation in our lives and in our world through ritual, readings, song, and a shared meal. Cost: $20 per person for a light vegetarian dinner.  

FFI: http://spinterfaith.org/passover-seder.html
April 7, Thursday, 6:00 PM:  Whittier Alliance & Neighborhood Annual Meeting

Whittier International Elementary School (26th St & Grand Ave)

Annual gathering of the Whittier neighborhood: resource information, board election, neighborhood business.  FFI: http://www.whittieralliance.org/index.php
April 11, Sunday, 7:30 – 9:00 PM:  God in Public Life
United Theological Seminary, 3000 Fifth St NW, New Brighton
Join a conversation about making the Church a more effective and sustained force for social justice in the public square.  Panelists include MCC’s Rev. Peg Chemberlin, Secretary of State Mark Richie, Peter Hutchinson (Bush Foundation) and others.  More information from: http://www.unitedseminary.edu/CenterforPublicMinistry.asp.

March 1 through May 31: Places of Worship in Hennepin County
Hennepin History Museum, 2303 Third Avenue South (right in Whittier neighborhood)

The Hennepin History Museum presents a new exhibition, "Places of Worship" that explores different religious properties in the county through the museum’s collection of photographs and artifacts. The places vary from small Baptist churches to mosques, from Hindu temples to Orthodox churches. This exhibit is part of the Twin Cities: http://www.stthomas.edu/interfaithart/
Here’s the link for more info: http://hennepinhistory.org/CalendarofEvents.aspx
May 21, Saturday, 12 Noon – 3:00 PM

Whittier Park, 26th Street (between Grand Ave & Harriet Ave So)

Get this date on your calendar and then come out and enjoy the neighborhood’s premiere annual celebration with free food, fun activities, entertainment, and information about amenities and resources in the community.  Also, look for opportunities to volunteer to help make this event a success and to enhance Lyndale UCC’s presence there. 
May God’s just peace be with you, your family, and your community.

WE ARE ONE: MARCH FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS
Saint Paul, MN

April 4, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Event Description: On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, where he had gone to stand with sanitation workers demanding their dream: The right to bargain collectively for a voice at work and a better life.
Today, that same demand is electrifying people across America. It’s the demand of all people—black, white, Latino and Asian American: The right to join together for our common dreams.
 
Join us in St. Paul on April 4, 2011 as we stand in solidarity for jobs, a fair budget and worker rights!
 
Monday, April 4, 2011
5:00 p.m. Gathering at Cathedral Park - Intersection of Marshall Avenue and John Ireland Boulevard, Saint Paul
5:15 p.m. March for the Middle Class - John Ireland Boulevard
6:00 p.m. Program and music - Minnesota State Capitol, Upper Capitol Mall
Call 651-227-7647 or visit www.mnaflcio.org for more information.
 
Please arrive early. There will be a limited number of parking spaces available, at regular rates, at Saint Paul College.

Location:
Intersection of Marshall Avenue and John Ireland Boulevard, Saint Paul
Saint Paul, MN
55103
SUMMER GARDENING?

Yes, we believe the snow will depart and spring will come.  Jillian Emery is excited to explore a variety of gardening possibilities with the Lyndale and Salem community.  Sunday, April 3rd following worship, join her to learn what she had discovered, add your input, and think spring and summer!  Questions? Call Jillian 612-723-3356.

SPRING CLEAN OUR GREENWAY
Did you know that Lyndale and Salem have adopted a stretch of the Midtown Greenway from Garfield to Colfax?  Here’s the note reminding us of the spring clean.  “We wanted to get your organization thinking about having a spring cleaning event in the Midtown Greenway.  In just a couple of weeks the trail and embankments will be clear and dry enough to see what winter has left behind and the spring temperatures will make it a delight to be outside!” 

Would you be willing to head up a group to clean up the greenway (garbage bags and gloves can be provided)?  Let Don or Jen know if you’ll take the lead and we’ll put the word out to gather a crew.  Spring is coming!!

MARY AND MINDY SING IN TWO SPRING CONCERTS, APRIL 30 AND MAY 1

Music Director Mindy Eschedor and Lyndale member Mary Lewis are part of the Northern Lights Chorale, directed by Bruce Phelps, which will sing a varied musical program spanning many styles. 
Northern Lights Chorale
2011 Spring Concert

Saturday, April 30th
4:00 p.m.
Benson Great Hall
3900 Bethel Drive
Arden Hills, MN 55126

Admission: FREE
A free will offering will be taken.

Combined Concert with the
Delano High School Concert Choir

Sunday, May 1st
4:00 p.m.
Delano High School
700 Elm Ave E
Delano, MN 55328

Admission: FREE
A free will offering will be taken.

As we get closer, we'll send information in the eblast and give you a taste of some of the fabulous music we’ll be singing!

You can find all of this information and much more on our website: www.northernlightschorale.com
Stop Minnesota's Prop 8

Thursday, April 14 | Rally at Noon | Minnesota State Capitol

Opponents of LGBT equality in the legislature have long sought to pass a constitutional amendment banning any and all recognition of same-sex relationships. The 2010 elections emboldened and empowered anti-LGBT forces in government; now they are only waiting for the right moment to unleash a Proposition 8-like ballot measure in Minnesota. Governor Dayton cannot veto this effort. Your rights and the equality of your friends and loved ones will be put on the ballot when they do.

We must stop Minnesota's Prop 8.
Your Presence is Key

OutFront Minnesota's Lobby Day for LGBT Equality is one of the largest in the country. For years, it has drawn thousands of fair-minded Minnesotans from across the state opposed to anti-LGBT discrimination. But this year there are so many new lawmakers who have never seen the crowds of thousands demonstrating for LGBT equality. Some new legislators may even believe no LGBT people even live in their districts. Your presence at the Capitol on April 14 matters more than ever. OutFront Minnesota's Lobby Day for LGBT Equality is one of the largest events of its kind in the country and the most important day for fair-minded Minnesotans to demonstrate their support for LGBT equality to their legislators. 

This year Lobby Day is April 14, 2011. The Rally for Equality is at noon on the Capitol lawn. In addition to the rally you will have the opportunity to personally meet with your representative and senator with other residents of your district. Please complete the form below so we may schedule the appointment with their offices. As Lobby Day approaches, we'll post appointment schedules for you.

There are also lobbying workshops in the morning beginning at 9am where you can learn the latest developments about current legislation and get coached in effective lobbying techniques.
To sign up, go to: http://www.outfront.org/takeaction/lobbyday

DAY CAMP THIS SUMMER 

“CREATION CARE”
Save the dates:  Our shared Day Camp will be Monday June 20 -
Friday June 24, approximately 9am-4pm.  Registration materials and flyers will soon be available.  Day Camp is a five-day camp experience, rooted in the Christian tradition, for 4 year olds up to those who have just finished 6th grade.
Day Camp this year is directed by Jillian Emery (staff at Salem Lutheran/Lyndale UCC), and Sandy Troyan (staff at Our Saviour’s, Calvary, and Bethel Lutheran Church).

Day Camp is designed to introduce fun camp experiences to children in their neighborhoods.

Day Camp is a unique blend of activities, learning, and outreach. The Day Camp Directors and adult volunteers bring their leadership, and teaching styles, as well as the camp curriculum (this year using Sparkhouse’s “green” curriculum called Re/New). Volunteers share their own gifts, knowledge and experiences. Together, the Day Camp is an exciting and enriching experience for all!

Day Camp provides new opportunities.  This year we will be partnering with the local YMCA for swimming, water safety, games, and activities for three afternoons during the week.  We will also be traveling to a local nature center.   And the children will be involved in learning about food and preparing lunches during the week in cooking classes.

Day Camp offers a space for connecting with each other, with God, and with God’s creation.   

Day Camp is about community.  During the week children at the camp will reach out to people of different ages and backgrounds. 

Day Camp is FUN!

“CreationCare”

A Collaborative Day Camp 

For 4 year olds-6th Grade

In South Minneapolis

Hosted at

 Zion Lutheran Church

128 West 33rd Street

Minneapolis, MN  55408

Monday through Friday

June 20-24, 2011

9:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m.






PAGE  
((7(

